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Sartell Police Department Urges Back-to-School Bus Safety
Sartell, Minn. – Aug, 31, 2010 – High on the checklist of back-to-school preparation is a list of bus safety reminders for parents, children and motorists. Every Minnesota resident is responsible for knowing school bus laws and common ways to prevent school bus accidents.

The Minnesota Department of Public Safety says that 72 percent of the nation’s school bus fatalities actually take place outside of the bus. Drivers can help promote the safety of school bus riders by knowing the laws of traffic flow around buses.

Two common mistakes that drivers make now are misdemeanors in Minnesota, punishable by a fine of up to $1,000 and 90 days in jail.

“The most common are: failing to stop when the bus stop arm is extended; and driving around the right side of the bus when it’s stopping,” said Shari Danzeisen of the Minnesota School Bus Operators Association, a statewide organization that represents privately owned shool bus companies and school districts that own and run bus transportion operations.

The Sartell Police Department is urging families to have discussions with their children and for motorists to pay attention to current bus safety laws. Children who know the procedure of where they can wait and how to walk around the bus have a better chance at beating the odds of becoming the victim of a potential accident. Motorists who become more aware also can help with school bus safety.

As part of “back-to-school” homework, the Sartell Police Department, along with the Minnesota Chiefs of Police Association, encourages residents to know their bus safety laws and what to tell their kids to do to be safe-to-school.

Whether children walk to school, ride the bus or ride with parents, the most important thing each morning is that she makes it safely to the school entrance. Often families are so focused about what book needs to get into the backpack, or what’s the school lunch that day, that distractions come easily in the midst of traffic and bus riders waiting at bus stops.


Chief Hughes is a member of the Minnesota Chiefs of Police Association, which provides services to 350 Minnesota chief members and has existed since 1954. The association strives to promote professionalism in modern law enforcement practices and legislation that protects the citizens of Minnesota. 

Anyone who is uncertain about a law or regulation relating to bus traffic may find further information at the below listed resources.
Additional resources:
· “A Child’s Life Could Be Saved by You”
Provided by the Minnesota Department of Public Safety -- includes diagrams of state laws for drivers in the flow of bus traffic and who meet buses at intersections: http://www.dps.state.mn.us/patrol/comveh/schoolbus/pdf/a_childs_life.pdf. 
· Order fliers about parenting education, driver education and education for children from MN Safe and Sober, MN Office of Traffic Safety, 444 Cedar Street, Suite 150, St. Paul, MN 55101: http://www.dps.state.mn.us/ots/resource_catalog/school_bus.asp
· “Back to School Planner for Pedestrians, Bicyclists and School Bus Riders”
Provided by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
West Building, Washington, DC 20590    http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/childps/Int-WalkToSchoolPlanner2006/pages/SchoolBusMain.htm
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