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SARTELL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES  OF  MARCH 24, 2008____________________________                6th     MEETING 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof the 6th  meeting of 2008 was held on March 24, 2008,  in the 
council chambers of the Sartell City Hall.  Mayor hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT: aŀȅƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭΣ Council members:  Hennes, Lynch, Perske, Peterson, 
ABSENT:  None 
ALSO PRESENT:  Patti Gartland, City Administrator 

Mary Degiovanni, Finance Director 
   Judy Molitor, Administrative Secretary 
   Bob Schunicht, City Engineer 
   Brad Borders: Public Works Director 
   Jim Hughes, Police Chief 
   Anita Rasmussen, Planning & Community Development Director 
 
 PLEDGE OF  ALLEGIANCE 
 
AGENDA REVIEW AND  ADOPTION 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY LYNCH AND SECONDED BY a!¸hw hΩ5wL{/h[L APPROVING THE AGENDA 
WITH THE REMOVAL OF ITEM 4-M, 6 C AND 6 D.   
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
!¸9Υ a!¸hw hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ /h¦b/[ a9a.9w LYNCH 
NAY: COUNCIL MEMBERS: HENNES, PERSKE, PETERSON 
MOTION DENIED 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY HENNES AND SECONDED BY PETERSON APPROVING THE AGENDA WITH 
THE REMOVAL OF ITEM 4-M AND 6C. 
 UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:   HENNES,  PERSKE, PETERSON 
NAY:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ  LYNCH 
MOTON CARRIED  
  
 APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
  
A MOTION WAS MADE BY LYNCH AND SECONDED BY PERSKE APPROVING THE MINUTES OF MARCH 
10, 2008 CITY COUNCIL MEETING AND THE MARCH 17, 2008 SPECIAL MEETING. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:  NONE 
MOTON CARRIED  
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CONSENT AGENDA 
 

a. Approval of voucher payments dated March 20, 2008. 
b. Approval of Public Works Commission notes for March 12, 2008. 
c. Approval of prairie restoration service contract with Prairie Restorations for Celebration Park 

and City Hall from budgeted beautification funds. 
d. Approval of prairie maintenance and wild flower planting service contract with MN Natives 

Landscape for Sartell Heights Park from budgeted beautification funds. 
e. Approval of budgeted low quote trade-in purchase of a mower from Power House Outdoor 

Equipment. 
f. Approval of purchase of workstation additions to City Hall reception area. 
g. Approval of budgeted purchase of squad vehicle video cameras. 
h. Approval of resolution renewing the premises permit application for Central MN Sexual Assault 

Center ς Holiday Station on 7th Street North. 
i. Approval of resolution renewing the premises permit application for Central MN Sexual Assault 

Center ς Holiday Station on Riverside Avenue. 
j. Approval of resolution approving the premises permit application for Church of St. Joseph in 

Waite Park ς G-!ƭƭŜƴΩǎ. 
k. Approval of proposal to survey a portion of Ditch No. 16 using Stormwater Utility funds as 

recommended by Public Works Commission. 
l. Approval of in-kind donation of staff support for the Three Rivers Waterfest for the provision of 

water resource education for youth. 
m. Approval of resolution receiving bids and awarding contract for the 2008 Public Improvement 

project. 
    
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER PETERSON AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER        
HENNES APPROVING CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS A-L.   
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ  I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ  t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:  NONE 
MOTON CARRIED 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

a. Supplemental assessment hearing for 2008 Capital Improvement Project. 
 
Bob Schunicht presented the supplemental 2008 Capital Improvement project. A recommendation was 
made to  defer assessments for property along 4th Avenue North until the current assessments from the 
2006 street improvements have expired. Schunicht also recommended to assess the Carriage 
Townhomes on 1st Street against each individual parcel rather than the Association.  
 
Mayor hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀǘ тΥм2 p.m. and explained the order for the hearing. The following 
comments were heard, although comments do not reflect entire statement made: 
 
Ray Wurdelman, 202 1st Street North, Sartell, said he prefers each individual unit pay their own 
assessment rather than assessing the Carriage Townhome Association. Each unit would pay 1/8th of the 
assessment.  
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Kathy Reibestein, 212 1st Street North, Sartell, asked for clarification on the sidewalk assessments and 
location of the sidewalk. Engineer Schunicht explained  the city policy for assessing homeowners if a 
sidewalk extends into a multi family development. 
 
There being no more public comments, aŀȅƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀǘ тΥнл ǇΦƳΦ No written 
testimony was received. 
 
Council member Hennes disagreed with the need for a sidewalk as well as  assessing the homeowners in 
the Carriage Townhome Association for the entire cost of the sidewalk since the sidewalk will be a part 
of the trail system. 
 
tŀǘǘƛ DŀǊǘƭŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻƴ ŀǎǎŜǎsing multifamily property. Patti also explained this 
portion of sidewalk would become more of a localized feeder sidewalk within the Carriage Townhome 
association, rather than a regional trail. 
 
Resolution adopting Supplemental Assessment Project #901-07-118 ς 2008 Capital Improvements 
Project 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY LYNCH AND SECONDED BY PERSKE ADOPTING THE SUPPLEMENTAL 
ASSESSMENT PROJECT #901-07-118 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ  I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ tERSKE,  PETERSON 
NAY:  NONE 
MOTON CARRIED 
 

b. Land Use Plan amendment request from Mixed Use to General Business for 97 acre property 
located at TH 15 between CR 120 and CR 1 (Sartell Partners) 

 
aŀȅƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ gave a brief explanation of the process for the public hearings  which are scheduled 
simultaneously for ease in hearing all comments made, followed by a vote by Council on each 
resolution. aŀȅƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ turned the meeting over to Anita Rasmussen for presentation. 
 
As part of the presentation, Anita reviewed the process by staff and the developers to bring this project  
from annexation into the City and to where it is today. 
 
Sartell Partners has submitted a request to amend the Future Land Use map from Mixed Use 60% 
commercial and 40% residential to 100% Commercial (general business). A rezoning request has also  
been submitted in coordination with the preliminary plat which would change the existing Agricultural 
zoning to Commercial Planned Unit Development (PUD) which allows for a combination of significant 
open space and commercial development.  The purpose of this request is to accommodate a larger 
single tract of commercial land along highway 15.  
 
The property is guided for medium and low density to the east and south and mixed use to the north. 
Property to the west is guided and zoned commercial.  When the property was annexed into the City in 
2005, the 97 acre property was given the default zoning district of Agricultural. 
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According to the Sartell Retail Market Analysis and Development Strategy which were prepared in 2007, 
ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ мр ŀǊŜŀ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ уо ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ŀǊǘŜƭƭΩǎ ǊŜǘŀƛƭ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ 
has the highest traffic counts in the city with excellent visibility to Highway 15. The site also shares all 
the location assets of the property west of highway 15 along with the size necessary to accommodate 
large commercial activity. 
 
Of all the potential commercial areas reviewed, the Market Study concluded that the Highway 15 area 
and the Downtown area were the only locations which have the capacity to accommodate future retail  
development which will support the needs and wants of the residents of Sartell and the central 
Minnesota area. 
 
According to the FAUAR, Comprehensive Design Zone (CDZ) and Planned Unit Development (PUD) would 
be appropriate zoning designations for this property. 
 
The Planning Commission and staff recommends approval of the land use amendment from mixed use 
to general business. According to the Market Study completed in 2005 suggests that the highest and 
best use of the property would be commercial.  Staff further recommends a rezoning of this property to 
Planned Unit Development to accommodate a master planned commercial development. 
  
Anita presented an overview of the overall preliminary Plat including  the 22 parcels  specified for 
commercial use, 2 commercial outlots and ROW for the County/State. Anita reviewed the minimum set 
back requirements as well as specific building design standards.  As part of the preliminary plat  
requirements, storm water, grading, wetlands, utilities, roadway transportation, trails/sidewalk, park 
dedication was discussed. A Planned Unit Development Agreement was presented for approval. 
 
 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
would face the roadway and subsequent residential homes across the street.  The buildings will be 
required to have shielded light and facades (so it will not appear to be a long blank wall). The buildings 
are being faced in a direction as to provide additional noise mitigation from the highway and 
development. 
 
The Planning Commission and staff recommend approval of the request for preliminary plat and planned 
unit development agreement provided the following conditions are met. 
 

1. The easements over the wetlands should be displayed on the site plan. 
2. Pond 116 -  The slope shown on the plan and in the detail will need to be revised to meet the 
/ƛǘȅΩǎ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ŀƭƭƻǿŀōƭŜ ǎƭƻǇŜ ƻŦ пΥмΦ 

3. The internal roadway access to CSAH  1 will be limited to right in-right out. Written permission 
from MN DOT and or County will need to be obtained and submitted to the City for this access 
location to CSAH 1. 

4. Comments reserved for Stearns County, Sauk River  Watershed District, APO. 
5. Necessary roadway improvements  (design) to County Road 1 and County Road 120 as required 

by the City and/or County will need to be approved prior to the approval of the final plat. 
6. The existing home will need to be removed prior to the final plat review. 
7. The necessary permits or permissions required from MnDOT will need to be obtained and copies 

submitted to the City for the grading work shown outside of the property boundary and within 
the ROW dedicated to MnDOT. 
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8. Filtration basins are being used for water quality treatment throughout the site.  It will be 
required to submit a maintenance plan for the filtration basins as part of the preliminary grading 
plan ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊΩǎ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ for City approval. 

9. All utilities and roadways proposed within the 97 acres will be private, therefore all utility and 
road maintenance will be that of the property owner. 

10. Park dedication requirements will be  $293,639.92 and due at final plat approval. 
11. The City requests a small easement area for a community monument sign to be located on the 

southerly portion of the plat. 
  
Mayor hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ opened the public hearing at 7:57 p.m. and outlined the protocol for the hearing. 
Mayor then explained the testimony to be heard  would be for the change in the Comprehensive Land 
Use Plan  from mixed use of commercial and residential to 100% Commercial, from ag to PUD and 
preliminary plat. The following comments were heard, although comments do not reflect entire 
statement made: 
 
Ser Hagen, 32532 County Road 1, Sartell, asked who will pay for road improvements. Engineer, 
Schunicht explained the improvements would be paid by the property owners, developers and possibly 
the County.  Hagen does not believe the developers should be allowed to change the land use to 100% 
commercial. The Hagens have lived on their property for 70 years and asked the City not to extend River 
Vista Road, leave it as it is.  
 
Jane Bennett, 4146 Pine Point Road, Sartell,  representing the Central MN Citizens for responsible 
growth urged the City to deny  the land use plan amendment request for mixed use to general business 
for the 97 acres. This rezoning does not follow the Sartell Comprehensive plan. Bennett talked about the 
sadness 3 years ago when the trees were cut, however after the presentation tonight, Bennett said she 
was happy to hear of  some possible  improvements along County Road 120. Bennett suggested giving 
the neighbors adequate buffering and screening from  traffic, lighting, noise as well as adding bike lanes 
and walking paths for a safe way to cross the roads. Bennett said the Council has the ability and power 
to add requirements to the developers to alter this development. Bennett asked for more transitional 
less intense use near the homes.  Bennett suggested the Council look for an innovative way to 
incorporate multiple uses and visions for this land. Bennett said the Council has the power and the 
responsibility to change this developƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ άǊǳōōŜǊ ǎǘŀƳǇέ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊǎΦ 
 
Eileen Sisk, 22752 River Oakes Lane, Sartell, asked why a property was purchased where the eagle is not 
living when they have eagles nesting on their site. Because this topic had been discussed at earlier 
meetings and is not a part of the public hearings tonight, aŀȅƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ suggested Ms. Sisk contact 
Anita Rasmussen directly. 
 
Chris Hauck, 1550 Riverside Avenue North, Sartell,  and a member of the  Economic Development 
Commission, talked in favor of the project and the tremendous economic impact to Sartell with 
increased tax base, steady predictable income from ½ cent sales tax revenue to provide services for the 
community as well needed jobs. Hauck believes this development will have a significant positive impact 
to the Community. 
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Robert Landwehr, 32497 County Road 1, Sartell,  has lived at his property for 20+ years and talked about 
the devastating changes over the last couple of years, starting with the clear cut.   Then last year the City 
put a lift station in his front yard and now there is talk about a round-about.  Landwehr does not want a 
round-about in his front yard.  He is concerned of traffic, noise and safety of children crossing the road. 
Landwehr talked about the eagle that still flies over the land, looking for its nest and questioned why no 
charges were filed against the person who cut down the trees. Landwehr asked the Council for help with 
quality of life for him and his neighbors. 
 
Carol Weiler, 504 Brookwood Lane, Sartell, talked about people in the neighborhood becoming victims 
of the development and suggested the Council give the neighbors some help in restoring their 
neighborhood. Weiler  further suggested people from the township should get help from their Township 
Board otherwise their property values will be destroyed, suggesting the neighborhood stand up for 
values.  The City Council owes them respect for their property with screening, berming so the 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƻƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻok at the back of a Wal-Mart Store. 
 
Christine Reichel, 1512 Lucille Lane, St. Cloud, lives in the Tilden Woods area and the road in and out of 
their development is at the clear cut land. Reichel said the decisions made by the Council will affect the 
day-to-day life of the residents living in the area with noise, traffic, light and sounds.  She has closely 
followed this development and now faces the Council who will have the power and elected duty to 
uphold the best interest of the residents.  More importantly,  restrain the commercial development with 
a balanced approach,  vigorous attention to light,  sound  and traffic protection and be a good steward 
to the development while preserving the natural features of the surrounding neighborhood . 
 
Ken Jones, 32586 River Vista Lane, St. Cloud,  talked about the developer needing to prove better use of 
the land in order to have the Comprehensive Plan amended  to 100% commercial . Jones believes the 
City would still get most of the advantages that Chris Hauck talked about earlier with the 60% 
Commercial/40% residential split .  Jones asked for as much berming and screening as possible and said 
he is not impressed with the recommendations of 600+ trees, Council can require better than that. 
 
Anita Rasmussen explained the highest and best use for this area is not residential according to the 
market study. Anita  compared  a similar commercial situation in Silvercrest where the residential units 
ŀǊŜ ǾŀŎŀƴǘΦ aŀȅƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ŀǎƪŜŘ !ƴƛǘŀ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ the buffering and  screening 
requirements, to be addressed at the  site plan review. Anita also summarized lighting, set backs and  
height of buildings to be reviewed to assure a high quality commercial development. 
 
Brian Steine, 152 County Road 120, St. Cloud, said it is hard to determine on the map where the berming 
will be and asked if there will be any barriers between his driveway and the new four-lane road. Brian 
said he fails to see the benefit of buffering on the back of the buildings, rather buffer his home from the 
development. 
 
Henry Jakubowski,  1506 Lucille Lane, St. Cloud , supports what Ken Jones had to say as well as the need 
to expand the berming .  Consideration needs to be given to transportation issues, safety and 
alternatives to cross highway 15 as well as expanding the bike path on the west side of Highway 15. 
 
Roger Towler 1961 North Benton Drive, Sauk Rapids, expressed concern of pollution from salt,  snow 
and oil from vehicles in parking lots getting into  the wetlands.  Can Sartell Partners be trusted with 
development, when the trees were cut down illegally? Engineer Schunicht explained how the rain 
gardens and wetlands are designed to treat the run off. 
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Kathy Mathew, 28 Edgewater Lane, Sartell, has lived in their home for 30 years and is concerned of 
zoning laws and changes allowed in zoning. Any assurances  rezoning requests will not continue, and 
more developments will  be allowed to change zoning?  Anita explained the Orderly Annexation 
between the Township and the City and how zoning is changed if/ when annexation is requested by 
developers. 
 
Steve Feneis, 615 7th Street North, Sartell,   and a member of Sartell Partners, LLC,  explained  how the 
State of MN dissected the farmland (Beuning & Dehler) in 1978 by eminent domain,  the property  now  
known as Highway 15 and how the changes over the years came about. Future projected traffic counts 
were given and Feneis explained that the commercial developers seeking development here are looking 
for areas with high traffic volume.   Feneis compared this development to Silvercrest and  this area being 
unsuited for a residential development due to high traffic volume.  Feneis  talked about  all the 
preparation and requirements this development has been through including the AUAR process, 
mitigation requirements as dictated in the AUAR, right of way for wider roads to accommodate 
commercial traffic, acreage for open /green space and dedicated road right-of-way, to develop  these 44 
acres.   Feneis asked for Council approval.                                     
 
Bruce Stainbrook, 7861 Northeast River Road, Rice,  and a member of  Sartell Partners, LLC, discussed 
environmental concerns and reviewed άfactsέ regarding misconstrued  environmental issues on the 97 
acres. The facts stated show Sartell Partners has worked diligently on all environmental concerns. 
 
Debbie Baumgartner, 32202 County Road 1, St. Cloud, asked if environmental issues are such a concern, 
why ŘƛŘƴΩǘ developers keep the trees and build a development around them. 
 
Bruce Stainbrook, 7861 Northeast River Road, Rice,  talked about the  surprise  in  the delay of process 
and construction, however in order to fill in the gravel pit at the southern end of the property and use 
the soil from within the 97 acres, the trees needed to be taken down. 
 
Jane Bennett, 4146 Pine Pointe Road, Sartell, said the FAUAR did indicate that an eagle was on the land 
ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘȅ {ŀǊǘŜƭƭ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΦ 
 
aŀȅƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ hearing at 8:54 p.m. 
 
Council member Perske asked Anita if there were any concerns expressed by the Planning Commission 
and if the number of required trees can be adjusted. Anita talked about the members of the Joint 
Planning Commission, three from LeSauk and three from the City, and that all concerns have been 
addressed. Anita further explained the number of required trees can be adjusted at site plan approval 
time, which would then come back to the Council for final approval. 
 
Council member Hennes read an anonymous letter, identified only as a 42 year old resident, who 
described the learning process for everyone with this development .  The anonymous writer asked for 
more trees to ease into the transition as well as open space, wetlands and berming, high quality 
buildings that are aesthetically pleasing. Hennes talked about  the fact that traffic is already known to 
Highway 15 and this development will naturally bring more traffic, however the PUD zoning is a way the 
City Council will keep control and  be involved throughout the process.  The taxes this development will 
bring to the City will be a benefit and will help keep residential taxes lower also. 
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aŀȅƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ  also favors trees and asked Anita to explain the requirements  for size of trees. Anita 
talked about the standard of 6-уΩ ŎƻƴƛŦŜǊƻǳǎ trees and spacing to create buffering from noise and light. 
Anita also talked about  lighting requirements  not to exceed .5 lumens at the property line to avoid light 
from spilling into neighboring property.  Set back for buildings from the road right of way was explained 
ranging from approximately 22Ω to up to oveǊ мллΩ  ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜǊƳƛƴƎ.  Staff and the  Joint Planning 
Commission will review all site plans and make recommendations to the Council for final approval. 
 
Council member Hennes discussed the importance of having a safe way for pedestrians and bike traffic 
to cross Highway 15 into this development. Engineer Schunicht will be working with the County and  St. 
Cloud for alternative ways to  cross Highway 15.  Hennes said he favors the proposed roundabout as a 
safe addition for traffic control on County Road 120 .   
 
Council member Lynch thanked staff for all the extra work on this project, and believes this will be a high 
quality commercial development, separate from residential and positive for the City.  The Council has 
listened to the concerns of the neighborhood and those concerns will be taken into consideration as this 
development proceeds. 
 
Resolution  adopting findings of fact supporting requested land use plan amendment 
 
Council member Perske talked about how the community was saddened by the clear cut process and 
how he did not favor the mitigation of eagle habitat. Perske believes the City would benefit with the 
original zoning of 60/40% commercial/residential. Perske said he was also saddened by the way the 
development took place. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY LYNCH AND SECONDED BY HENNES APPROVING RESOLUTION 36-08 
ADOPTING FINDNGS OF FACT SUPPORTING A REQUEST FOR A LAND USE AMENDMENT TO THE 
FUTURE LAND USE MAP FROM MXED USE TO GENERAL BUSNESS. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ  I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ  t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:  PERSKE 
MOTON CARRIED 
 
Resolution adopting a land use plan amendment from Mixed Use to General Business 
 
! ah¢Lhb ²!{ a!59 .¸ t9¢9w{hb !b5 {9/hb595 .¸ a!¸hw hΩ5wL{/h[[ ADOPTING 
RESOLUTION 37-08 APPROVING LAND USE AMENDMENT OF CERTAIN PROPERTIES FROM MIXED USE 
TO GENERAL BUSINESS. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ  I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ  t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:  PERSKE 
MOTON CARRIED 
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Resolution adopting findings of fact supporting requested rezoning 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY HENNES AND SECONDED BY LYNCH APPROVING RESOLUTION 38-08 
ADOPTING THE FINDINGS OF FACT SUPPORTING A REQUEST FOR A REZONING FROM AGRICULTURAL 
TO R-5, COMMERCIAL PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ  I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ  t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:  PERSKE 
MOTON CARRIED 
 

c. Ordinance rezoning from Agricultural to R-5 Commercial Planned Unit Development for 97 
acre property located at TH15 between CR 120 and CR 1 (Sartell Partners) 

 
Ordinance rezoning property from Agricultural to R-5 Commercial PUD 
 
A MOTION WAS  MADE BY LYNCH AND SECONDED BY PETERSON APPROVING ORDINANCE 08-03 
REZONING CERTAIN PROPERTIES FROM AGRICULTURAL TO R-5, COMMERCIAL PLANNED UNIT 
DEVELOPMENT. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ  I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ  t9w{Y9Σ  t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:   NONE 
MOTON CARRIED 
 

d. Preliminary plat and preliminary development plan for 97 acre property located at TH 15 
between CR 120 and CR 1 (Sartell Partners) 

 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY HENNES AND SECONDED BY LYNCH ADOPTING RESOLUTION 39-08 
APPROVING THE PRELIMINARY PLAT AND PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT FOR SARTELL 
PARTNERS PLAT. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ  I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ    
NAY:   PERSKE,  PETERSON 
MOTON CARRIED 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

a. Consideration of  CR 120 and County Road 1 public improvements 
 
Engineer, Bob Schunicht explained the project for reconstruction of CR 120 and CR 1 in conjunction  with 
Sartell Partners development . Schunicht outlined the traffic pattern for right in/right out intersection 
proposed for the property owners along Delores Lane and the Tilden Woods area. The proposed 
reconstruction includes the installation of bituminous streets with roundabouts, water main, storm 
water, landscaped median, curb & gutter, sidewalks/trails and street lighting.  Total estimated cost of 
the project is $5,356,937  which will be assessed to the affected property owners at the April 14th 
Council meeting. 
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Resolution receiving preliminary report and setting a public hearing for April 14, 2008, for CR 120 & 
CSAH 1 improvements. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY PETERSON AND SECONDED BY PERSKE APPROVING RESOLUTION 40-08 
RECEIVING THE PRELIMINARY REPORT AND CALLING FOR A PUBLIC HEARING ON PROJECT 901-07148-
0 CR 120/CSAH 1 IMPROVEMENTS. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ  I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ  t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:  NONE 
MOTON CARRIED 
 
Engineer Schunicht talked about the improvements, if they proceed after the April 14th public hearing, 
and the opportunity for residents of the township to connect to water and sewer services. An open 
meeting will be held in the Council Chambers from 4-6 p.m. on Wednesday, April 26th to discuss sewer & 
water services with interested parties and how the process would work. 
 
Amendment of reimbursement agreement with Sartell Partners 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY PETERSON AND SECONDED BY LYNCH APPROVING THE PAYMENT OF COST 
REIMBURSEMENT AGREEMENT AMENDMENT ς FEASIBILITY STUDY COUNTY ROAD 120/CSAH 1. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ   [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ  t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:  NONE 
ABSENT FOR VOTE: COUNCIL MEMBER HENNES 
MOTON CARRIED 
 

b. Application from DFI Holdings/The Dam Bar for optional 2a.m. liquor license 
 

City Administrator, Patti Gartland presented the completed application, included in the Council packet 
for a request for 2 a.m. liquor license from the Dam Bar. The matter is appropriate for consideration and 
does meet city requirements.  
 
Council member Hennes asked the owner what type of training is done for those serving alcohol. 
 
Andrea McGillis, 145 20th Avenue North, St. Cloud, partner/owner of the Dam Bar talked about the 
remodeling process going on at the bar to upgrade their facility and turn it into an upscale dance club.  
The bartenders will be trained and no tolerance of unaccepted behavior will be allowed.   At this time 
they have not determined their hours of operation,  may-be closed on Monday and Tuesday. McGillis 
said they still intend to serve food and will be open on Sunday.  
 
Council member Peterson questioned the occupancy limit for the facility. McGillis thought it was about 
680, however recommendation was made to check with the Fire Marshal for the number of maximum 
capacity allowed. 
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A MOTION WAS MADE BY PERSKE AND SECONDED BY LYNCH APPROVNG THE OPTIONAL 2 A.M. 
LIQUOR LICENSE FOR DFI HOLDINGS/THE DAM BAR. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ  I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ  t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:  NONE 
MOTON CARRIED 
 

c. Resolution approving assessment role for parcels not included in the assessment role approval 
on March 10, 2008 pending receipt of easement agreements 

 
Removed from the agenda. 
 

d. Consideration of property acquisition and lease agreement 
 
City Administrator, Patti Gartland, gave a brief background on the proposed purchase offer for the 168 
acre Sartell Golf Course property for a proposed athletic facilities complex. The city did contract with an  
individual for a preliminary site concept  and preliminary operating feasibility plan, soil borings were 
completed for land uses and discussion has taken place with someone interested in operating the 9- 
hole golf course for one season or possibly more. The council also authorized a jointly funded appraisal 
of the property. At this time negotiations are in the process for terms on purchase of the property .    
Patti offered to provide a handout with a purchase price and terms per the discussion from earlier 
meetings. 
 
aŀȅƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ about the contemplation of purchasing the Golf Course which has been the 
ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ as well as the possibility of using sales tax dollars 
for the purchaseΦ  hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΦ 
 
Council member Perske talked in favor of the purchase and the number one priority expressed by 
residents of the community, to purchase land for a recreational facility.  With the increase in population, 
the city needs to keep up with amenities the public has asked for. Location of the golf course is great 
and centralized and Perske suggested that when the potential exists, the city needs to move forward.  
Perske is interested in a lease agreement for someone other than the City to operate the course and 
would like to move forward with approval tonight. 
 
Council member Hennes agrees with Joe and using sales tax money to purchase the golf course. This is 
an opportunity for the City with this centralized location and also a great investment for the community. 
The Council has been elected to make decisions on the use of sales tax money and Hennes believes this 
is a great potential for the future and favors moving forward.    
 
Council member Lynch does not favor rushing into this purchase, especially since the Council first talked 
about the actual purchase price only one week ago. The purchase price the Council talked about  is 
$3,425,000. Discussion on how to fund this project only started one week ago, and if we do purchase 
the course, how do we pay for it, how much do we pay down and do we bond for the balance?  There 
are too many unanswered financial questions for Lynch to approve tonight. Lynch talked about the need 
for a plan on how to develop the course as well as his concern of depleting all sales tax revenue for the 
purchase only. 
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Council member Peterson  talked about the reasons citizens move to specific communities, namely 
schools and quality of life, including being able to use a centralized park. The Council has the 
opportunity to purchase land to build a centralized park and allow current and future citizens to access a 
central park.  Peterson said ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ 
Finance Director and is in favor of moving forward tonight. 
 
Council member Lynch talked about the high quality of life that exists in Sartell, whether we choose to 
buy this property or not.  Lynch talked about some of the major expenses on the horizon for the city for 
public safety and infrastructure , namely a new water treatment plant, expansion of the fire 
department, ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ /ƭƻǳŘ ǿŀǎǘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ǇƭŀƴǘΦ [ȅƴŎƘ 
agrees with the need for park land, however  he would prefer to prioritize more important issues first. 
There is no need to rush into this $3.5 million dollar project. Lynch will not support the project until 
more financial questions are answered. 
 
Council member Perske agrees it is a big ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǇŀǊǘΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǳǎƛƴƎ ѹ ŎŜƴǘ 
sales tax should not raise property taxes. Perske talked about facilities Sartell does not have while 
comparing neighboring communities. Perske feels the Council has been very open to the public about 
buying the golf course and developing it as a city park/athletic complex. 
 
aŀȅƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ agrees that the golf course is a  tremendously appealing acquisition for the same 
reasons Council members have expressed tonightΦ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
voters, namely preservation of open spaces, athletic facilities, community resources, transportation as 
ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΦ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƛŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ 5ǊƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ 
the lack of help for the City from the present transportation bill. aƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘƭȅ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ 
about repayment of the bonds, over a period of 5 years or more, if the golf course is purchased using 
the ½ cent sales tax money, where will funds  come from to do any other projects as prioritized by the 
residents, such as transportation needs, town center and possible expansion of Great River Regional 
Library. Given the current economic conditions of land sales there is nothing compelling the Council to 
move forward with the golf course purchase at this time. hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ  ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
approached by residents suggesting the Council not purchase the golf course. 
 
Council member Lynch suggested to table action until further financial options can be considered.  
Council member Perske suggested to lease the property until 2009 (have someone operate it for a year) 
and acquire more sales tax money and then purchase it. Council member Peterson prefers to move 
forward tonight. Mary clarified the  price offered is approximately $19,400 per acre.   Discussion 
followed on options of moving forward tonight or waiting until a later date to acquire more financial 
information. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY PETERSON AND SECONDED BY PERSKE APPROVING THE LEASE-PURCHASE 
AGREEMENT OFFER FOR THE 168+ ACRE SARTELL GOLF COURSE PROPERTY SUBJECT TO THE 
FOLLOWING TERMS: 
 

 Purchase price of $3,425,000 with possession on 4-15-08 facilitated by a lease at a nominal fee 
of $1 with a closing date to occur on or before June 30, 2008. 

 Earnest money payment of $10,000 

 Taxes pro-rated to date of closing 

 Including: 
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All land, improvements to land such as buildings and irrigation systems as descried on 
page 5 of the property owner inventory dated  9-16-07. 
 
Furniture, fixtures, equipment, business inventory and business operations records to 
facilitate continuation of course operations as described in the property owner 
inventory listing dated 9-16-07, specifically items 1-101, driving range equipment as 
described on page 5, and clubhouse contents described on pages 5 &6 

 Seller pays State deed tax & recording fees 

 Seller provides updated abstract 

 Buyer responsible for cost to acquire title insurance 

 Buyer provides legal services for preparation of purchase agreement 

 Seller provides buyer and any contractual operator for buyer with full orientation and 
instruction on operations and maintenance of all property, building, irrigation system and 
equipment. 

 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  HENNES, PERSKE,  PETERSON 
NAY:   hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ [¸b/I 
MOTON CARRIED 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 

a. Emergency Services (Police & Fire)Department 
Semi-Monthly Activity Report for Police Department 

 
Chief Hughes presented his memorandum and invited the Council, on behalf of Officer, Adam 
Vandevrede,  to the mock crash at the Middle School on April 18th at 1:30 p.m.   
 
Chief Hughes reported the emergency flashers on 2nd street south are installed and operating. 
 
 Presentation of 2007 Annual Report for Fire Department 
 
Fire Chief, Ken Heim presented and highlighted the annual fire department report. 
Council member Hennes commended Heim and the great job by the fire department. 
aŀȅƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭl asked Chief Heim if the extension of 4th Avenue South connecting to 50th Avenue would 
be helpful for the  department when responding to fires?   Heim said the extension would definitely  be 
a tremendous help for the department and allow quicker response to the South end of the City. Right 
now the fire dept is centrally located, however as city grows the City may want to buy land for future 
needs.  hƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ aŀȅƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ŜŎƘƻŜŘ IŜƴƴŜǎΩ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ all the 
department does to keep the city safe. 
 
 Presentation of 2007 Annual Report for Police Department 
 
Police Chief Hughes presented his annual report.  Hughes explained a new area of the report tracking 
grants and donations.   Hughes praised the reserve officers for all their help and donated hours.  Chief 
Hughes talked about the average response time to incidents and commented on the extension of 4th 
Avenue South and how it would benefit the department and increase response time to the southern 
portion of the City, particularly the medical facilities. 
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Public Works Department 
 Monthly Activity Report 
 
Director, Brad Borders presented his memorandum. 
 
City  Engineering  
 Semi-Monthly Memorandum 
 
Engineer, Bob Schunicht presented his memorandum and updated the Council on the work progress of 
the utility bridge. 
 
City Administrator 
 
Patti requested approval of the financial management plan by Ehlers and Associates as reviewed in 
workshop session. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY HENNES AND SECONDED BY PETERSON TO MOVE  FORWARD WITH A 
FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT PLAN NOT TO EXCEED $13,000. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Σ t9w{Y9Σ t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:   LYNCH 
MOTON CARRIED 
 
ADJOURN 
 
! ah¢Lhb ²!{ a!59 .¸ t9w{Y9 !b5 {9/hb595 .¸ a!¸hw hΩ5wL{/h[[ ¢h !5Wh¦wb ¢I9 
MEETING AT  11 P.M.  
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ  I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ  t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:  NONE 
MOTON CARRIED 
 
 
 
       Minutes By 
 
 
       _________________________________ 
       Judy Molitor 
___________________________________ 
MAYOR ¢La hΩ5wL{/h[[ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MARCH 24, 2008 
 

15 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


