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SARTELL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES OF  MAY 29, 2007                  ____________________________                 10th MEETING 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, the 10th meeting of 2007 was held on May 29,  2007 in the 
council chambers of the Sartell City Hall.  Mayor O’Driscoll called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT: Mayor O’Driscoll, Council members:  Hennes, Lynch, Perske, Peterson 
ABSENT:  None 
ALSO PRESENT:  Patti Gartland, City Administrator 

Mary Degiovanni, Finance Director 
   Judy Molitor, Administrative Secretary 
   Mike Nelson, City Engineer 
   Brad Borders: Public Works Director 
   Anita Rasmussen, Planning & Community Development Director 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
AGENDA REVIEW AND ADOPTION 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY PERSKE AND SECONDED BY LYNCH APPROVING THE AGENDA AS 
PRESENTED. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
!¸9Υ hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ t9¢9w{hb 
NAY: NONE 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

a.  May 1, 2007  Sartell (Stearns County) Board of Equalization Meeting 
b. May 14, 2007 Regular Meeting 
c. May 14, 2007 Sartell (Stearns County) Board of Equalization Meeting 

 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY HENNES AND SECONDED AS PETERSON  APPROVING THE ABOVE LISTED 
MINUTES. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
!¸9Υ hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ t9¢9w{hb 
NAY: NONE 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 

a. Approval of Public Works Commission notes for May 16, 2007 
b. Approval of low quote for budgeted installation of irrigation at Oak Hill Cemetery 
c. Approval to advertise for bids on budgeted 2007 seal coat project 
d. Set reading and public hearing for July 9, 2007 for International Building Code ordinance 
e. Set reading and public hearing for July 9, 2007 for Fee Ordinance amendment 
f. Acceptance of $50 donation for the PAL program from Dean and Katherine Taylor 
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g. Approval of plans and specifications and authorizing bid letting for 2007, 2nd Street South 
Extension/CSAH 133 

h. Approval of resolution relating to parking restrictions on CSAH 133 from 12th Avenue South to 
Theisen Road 

 
 A MOTION WAS MADE BY PETERSON AND SECONDED BY PERSKE APPROVING THE CONSENT AGENDA 
²L¢I ¢I9 w9ah±![ hC L¢9a ά.έ ¢h .9 5L{/¦{{95 ¦b59w ¢I9 t¦.[L/ ²hwY{ 59t!w¢a9b¢Φ 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
!¸9Υ hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ HENNES, LYNCH, PERSKE, PETERSON 
NAY: NONE 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

a. NPDES Report & Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 
7:36 p.m.  Mayor O’Driscoll opened the public hearing and turned the meeting over to the Community 
Development Director, Anita Rasmussen for presentation. 
 
The National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Phase II program is a federally mandated 
program established by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to implement and maintain 
stormwater management activities through a permitting mechanism in the City of Sartell.  The permit 
requires the City to incorporate six minimum control measures into a storm water pollution prevention 
plan (SWPPP), which also needs to be updated on a yearly basis.  Those six control measures include: 
Public Education and Outreach, Public Participation/Involvement, Illicit Discharge Detection and 
Elimination, Construction Site Runoff Control, Post-Construction Runoff Control, and Pollution 
Prevention/Good Housekeeping.  These measures are expected to result in significant reductions of 
pollutants discharged into receiving water bodies. 
 
The City is required to hold a public hearing to gain input on the SWPPP as part of the public 
participation (the reason for this meeting tonight) and involvement control measure.  In addition, the 
City is required to submit to MPCA an annual report of those activities performed as outlined in the 
2006 SWPPP. 
 
There were no comments from the public. Mayor O’Driscoll closed the hearing at 8:43 p.m. 
 
Council member Perske asked Anita if there were any issues with contractors.  Anita explained the 
enforcement work in progress and the process the City follows to ensure everyone is aware and in 
compliance.  Developers were notified of regulations through development summit  meetings and 
through the CMBA newsletters. Enforcement is always a key component. 
 
Mayor  O’Driscoll thanked Anita and Staff for keeping a watchful eye on the community. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY LYNCH AND SECONDED BY PETERSON ADOPTING RESOLUTION 96-07 
APPROVING THE 2006 NPDES REPORT AND 2007 STORMWATER POLLUTION PREVENTION PLAN. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
!¸9Υ hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ t9¢9w{hb 
NAY: NONE 
MOTION CARRIED 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 

a.  Review of LMC insurance policy renewals 
 
Finance Director, Mary Degiovanni and Paul Omann, the City’s comprehensive insurance agent,  were on 
hand to review the various insurance coverages  that are up for renewal in July.  Mary recommended 
renewing  the policy this year following the same decision made in prior years, including the tort liability 
limits and the purchase of excess liability coverage.  Mary had provided a list of the pros and cons for 
coverage. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY PETERSON AND SECONDED BY PERSKE APPROVING THE 
w9/haa9b5!¢Lhb{ !{ tw9{9b¢95 .¸ ¢I9 /L¢¸Ω{ CLb!b/9 5Lw9/¢hw Chw /I!bD9{ Lb /h±9w!D9 
¢h ¢I9 /L¢¸Ω{ Lb{¦w!b/9 th[L/¸Φ 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
!¸9Υ hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ t9¢9w{hb 
NAY: NONE 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

a.  Street lighting improvements for 23rd Street South (action postponed from May 14, 2007 
meeting). 

 
As requested by the City Council at the May 14, 2007 meeting, City Engineer, Mike Nelson presented the 
three street lighting project options explaining alternatives for style and height of light poles as well as 
light coverage and costs.  Mike explained the difference of light coverage from an 18’ to a 28’ pole.  The 
cost difference range from $242,530.00 to $263.858. 
 
After discussion, it was the consensus of the Council to remain consistent with the lighting that exists on 
part of Connecticut Avenue  and on 2 ½ Street as well as the style and spacing that has been adopted in 
the street lighting plan.  Approval  of the Lumec L80, 150 Watt HPS fixtures on 18’ decorative poles was 
recommended. 
 
Council member Hennes thanked the City Engineer for the report and agreed with the recommendation 
to stay consistent .  Hennes asked is anyone has invented  solar powered street lights? 
 
Council member Peterson agreed with the recommendation and that the plan appears to provide 
sufficient lighting for roads and trails for night time travel. 
 
Mike estimated the maintenance cost to operate one light is approximately $6 per month. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY HENNES AND SECONDED BY PERSKE APPROVING LUMEC L80,  150 WATT 
It{ CL·¢¦w9{ hb муΩ 59/hw!¢L±9 th[9{ FOR 23RD STREET SOUTH AS RECOMMENDED. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
!¸9Υ hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ t9¢9w{hb 
NAY: NONE 
MOTION CARRIED 
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b. Alternative Urban Area Review (AUAR) 
 
John Shardlow with Bonestroo explained the purpose for the meeting tonight was to briefly review the 
AUAR process, review the comments received on the Final AUAR and Mitigation Plan, review the 
recommended revisions to the document based on the final comments and adopt the final AUAR 
Mitigation Plan. 
 
AUAR Process Overview: 

 AUAR Scoping/Create Development Scenarios – June 06-Oct. 06 

 City Council passed resolution Ordering AUAR Oct. 23, 06 

 AUAR team prepared draft AUAR & Mitigation Plan 

 Preliminary Draft AUAR Review Dec. 06/Jan. 07 

 City Council Authorized DAUAR distribution Jan. 07 

 Public Comment Period Jan/Feb. 07 

 Respond to comments, prepare final AUAR & Mitigation Plan March/April 07 

 Discuss Comments with Organizations, April 07 

 City Council Review: Authorize Final AUAR & Mitigation Plan for distribution 

 Public Comment Period 

 Adopt Final AUAR & Mitigation Plan 
 
Points to Remember: 
 

  The City has provided unprecedented opportunities for public comment.  

 A specific development scenario is not selected through the AUAR process. 

 The City Council will not decide “how much and what kind of development will occur” when 
they adopt the Final AUAR – contrary to a recent letter in the paper 

 Currently, the 2003 Comprehensive Plan guides the AUAR area for urban development with 
municipal services 

 The AUAR is one part of a much larger process 

 In this process the City of Sartell is considering the “Before” condition to include all of the trees 
logged in 2005. 

 The mitigation plan requires that the loss of that habitat be compensated for through this 
process 

 Mitigation for the lost eagle habitat could occur on site, off site or a combination thereof 

 No one has been found guilty of destroying the eagles’ nest tree. 

 The City Council has neither jurisdiction, nor authority to investigate, or adjudicate that issue 

 The City of Sartell is solely focused on mitigating impacts to the model eagle habitat that 
surrounded the nest tree. 

 
10-day Objection Period 
 

 No objections were filed by state agencies. 

 Since no objections were filed, the City is required to adopt the Final AUAR at its first regularly 
scheduled meeting held 15 or more days after the distribution of the Final AUAR document 

 The City is not legally required to revise the Final AUAR to address “non-objection” comments 

 Non objection comments were received from five parties 
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Recommended Revisions 
 

 Add Federal Clean Water Act (Section 404) sequencing guidelines to Mitigation Plan 

 Revise Long Term Improvements (Post 2015) for TH15 to read “Convert to Freeway” 
 
Mitigation Plan 
 

 Future projects will need to be consistent with Mitigation Plan 

 City Council, RGU, will determine if future projects are  consistent 

 If not consistent, then additional environmental review required (e.g., EAW, EIS, or updated 
AUAR) 

 
Council member Hennes would have preferred more specific recommendations regarding the eagle 
habitat and wetlands impact. Hennes questioned how this is tracked with changes in Council and Staff.  
Mr. Shardlow said the AUAR is updated every five years and/or until all considerations are met. 
 
Council member Perske talked about wetland impacts as it relates to transportation issues  and 
additional roads.  Mr. Shardlow explained that mitigation is handled as a separate process. Anita 
Rasmussen talked about the wetland mitigation process and the decisions made through the TEP panel. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY LYNCH AND SECONDED BY HENNES APPROVING 97-07 AUTHORIZING 
ADOPTON AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE FINAL ALTERNATIVE URBAN AREA WIDE REVIEW AND 
MITIGATION PLAN FOR CERTAIN PROPERTIES WITHIN SECTIONS 34 AND 35, TOWNSHIP 125 NORTH, 
RANGE 28, WEST, STEARNS COUNTY, MINNESOTA. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
!¸9Υ hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ t9¢9w{hb 
NAY: NONE 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Set public hearing for June 11, 2007, for Zoning Map Amendment for Environmentally Sensitive Area 
 
Anita Rasmussen, Planning & Community Development Director presented the request to set a public 
hearing to consider implementation of one of the Mitigation Plans and amend the Environmentally  
Sensitive Areas (ESA) map. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY HENNES AND SECONDED BY PETERSON SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING FOR 
JUNE 11, 2007 FOR CONSIDERATION OF AMENDING THE ESA MAP. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
!¸9Υ hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ PETERSON 
NAY: NONE 
MOTION CARRIED 
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DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 
Public Works 
 

a. Approval of low quote for budgeted installation of irrigation at Oak Hill Cemetery 
 
Council member Hennes asked if other cemetery’s are irrigated in town and talked about his preference 
to put the money for this project into park upgrades rather than cemetery’s.  Brad will check if the other 
cemetery is irrigated. 
 
Council member Perske appreciates the improvements that have been made at the cemetery such as 
paving the gravel road, lot demarcations and the fence painting, however has concerns about 
maintenance of the system and personnel to keep the grass cut.  Perske also said the project would be 
nice, however not necessary. 
 
Public Works Director, Brad Borders briefed the Council on the proposed five year improvements which 
include the cemetery irrigation and explained that the project has been budgeted using beautification 
funds.  Borders stated, irrigation would greatly improve aesthetics of the cemetery. 
 
Mayor O’Driscoll advocates updating the cemetery and suggested putting together a task force to 
consider other burial amenities, such as mausoleums and cremations. 
 
Consensus of the Council  favored a task force to consider burial options and donations as well as a plan 
for future expansion.  Staff will provide a list of possible residents who may be interested in serving on 
this task force at the next Council workshop. 
 
At the request of the Council, Brad estimated the cost for one snow fall, covering personnel time, 
salt/sand used at $4,000. This estimate was based on an 8-hour  snow plowing, however replacement 
cost , wear and tear on vehicles was not included in this estimated cost.   
 
City Engineer 
Bi-Monthly Memorandum 
 
Mike Nelson, City Engineer presented his memorandum and updated the Council on sod replacement 
from the 2006 Capital Improvement projects.  Council members discussed the comparison of seeding 
versus sod for replacement.  Nelson talked about some of the new seeding techniques he will check 
into. 
 
Planning & Community Development Director 
Bi-monthly Memorandum 
 
Director, Anita Rasmussen presented her memorandum and particularly talked about the regional park 
master planning and the open house scheduled for June 26th. 
 
City Administrator 
 
Administrator, Patti Gartland included a copy of the train whistle study in the packets and suggested  a 
meeting to review the process with the consultants. 
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Council member Lynch asked what the City’s authority is on reducing the train whistles?  Patti talked 
about  the approach taken to work with Sauk Rapids township. 
 
Council member Peterson favors keeping the whistles as loud as they are and does not favor a quiet 
zone. Peterson said he has a tough time designating more money to the study. 
 
Council member Lynch feels that some residents may have legitimate concerns, but is unsure of how to 
proceed. 
 
Council member Hennes talked about options and the possibility which could exist where some train 
whistles blow longer and louder, however Hennes also emphasized  the need for safety. 
 
Mayor O’Driscoll requested the consultants make a presentation at a meeting and explain the protocol 
of blowing whistles. 
 
Patti will contact the consultants, schedule an open forum meeting prior to a City Council meeting for a 
presentation, invite Sauk Rapids Township and discuss the train whistle “quiet  zone”. 
 
CITY COUNCIL UPDATE ς MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Council member Peterson will be out of town and unable to attend some of the upcoming Summerfest 
activities. 
 
Council member Perske talked about future plans for park improvements and emphasized the need to 
make things happen after the Council planning meeting scheduled for June. 
 
Council member Lynch complimented Mayor O’Driscoll on the Memorial Day service he conducted at 
Veterans Park. 
 
Mayor O’Driscoll talked briefly about the well attended Memorial Day service and gave compliments to 
Kay Wenker for  all her work in the park.  O’Driscoll also thanked staff for all the work in setting up 
chairs for the ceremony. Mayor O’Driscoll talked about the upcoming Summerfest parade and invited 
members of the Council to ride in the parade. 
 
Council member Hennes also complimented Mayor O’Driscoll on the service in Veterans Park on 
Memorial Day. Hennes reported that he may be late to the meeting on June 4th as he is attending 
another meeting earlier in the day.   Hennes expressed frustration with the amount (or lack of) LGA for 
the City. 
 
Mayor O’Driscoll submitted the letter of resignation from Park Commission Member, Bruce Johnson.  
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY PETERSON AND SECONDED BY PERSKE TO REGRETFULLY ACCEPT THE 
RESIDNATON OF BRUCE JOHNSON FROM THE PARK COMMISSION. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
!¸9Υ hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ t9¢9w{hb 
NAY: NONE 
MOTION CARRIED 
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Council members discussed how to proceed with filling the vacancy on Park Commission. Consensus was 
to ask Anita to advertise for applicants, set a date for interviews with the Council and bring back a final 
recommendation to the Council at a later meeting.   
 
VOUCHERS 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY PERSKE AND SECONDED BY LYNCH APPROVING THE PAYMENT OF ALL 
VOUCHERS. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
!¸9Υ hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ t9¢9w{hb 
NAY: NONE 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
ADJOURN 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY LYNCH AND SECONDED BY HENNES TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 10:10 
P.M. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
!¸9Υ hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ t9¢9w{hb 
NAY: NONE 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
      MINUTES BY: 
 
 
 
      _______________________________ 
      Judy Molitor 
      Administrative Secretary 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
a!¸hw ¢La hΩ5wL{/h[[ 
 
  


