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SARTELL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES OF JANUARY 28, 2008____________________________                 2nd     MEETING 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, the 2nd  meeting of 2008 was held on January 28, 2008,  in the 
council chambers of the Sartell City Hall.  Mayor hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT: aŀȅƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭΣ Council members:  Hennes, Lynch, Perske, Peterson, 
ABSENT:  None 
ALSO PRESENT:  Patti Gartland, City Administrator 

Mary Degiovanni, Finance Director 
   Judy Molitor, Administrative Secretary 
   Bob Schunicht, City Engineer 
   Brad Borders: Public Works Director 
   Jim Hughes, Police Chief 
   Anita Rasmussen, Planning & Community Development Director 
 
 PLEDGE OF  ALLEGIANCE 
 
AGENDA REVIEW AND  ADOPTION 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY PERSKE AND SECONDED BY PETERSON APPROVING THE AGENDA AS 
PRESENTED. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ  I9bb9{Σ  [¸b/IΣ  t9w{Y9Σ  t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:  NONE 
MOTON CARRIED  
  
 APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

a.  January 14, 2008 ς City Council meeting 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY HENNES AND SECONDED BY LYNCH APROVING THE MINUTES OF THE 
JANUARY 14, 2008,  REGULAR MEETING. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ  HENNES,  LYNCH,  PERSKE,  PETERSON 
NAY:  NONE 
MOTON CARRIED  
 
 CONSENT AGENDA 
  

a. Approval of voucher payments dated January 24, 2008 
b. Approval of professional development registrations: Police Chief to attend MN Chief of Police 

Executive Training Institute in Duluth on April 21-24, 2008; City Administrator and Planning 
Director to attend Initiative Foundation workshop on community health at the St. Cloud Civic 
Center on March 6, 2008; City Administrator to attend SCSU sponsored Winter Institute & 
Annual Economic Outlook Summit in St. Cloud on February 21, & 22, 2008. Fire Dept Training 
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Officer Harrison to attend National Fire Academy in Emmitsburg, Maryland from Feb. 17-22, 
2008; Deputy Clerk to attend MN Clerks & Finance Officers Association conference in Alexandria 
on March 11-14, 2008; Fire Marshal & Police Investigator to attend MN 2008 Fire Investigation 
Conference in St. Cloud on March 26-28, 2008. 

c. Approval of city-share (80%) of professional development contract with GLT Architects for 
schematic design services for fire hall expansion. 

d. Resolution approving submission of Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) grant 
application for intersection improvements that include a right turn lane and signage at Pine 
Cone Road and 1st Street South. 

e. Resolution approving submission of Highway Safety Improvement (HSIP) grant application for 
lane departure improvements (guard rails) along Heritage Drive between Pine Cone Road and 
County Road 1 

f. Resolution approving plans and specifications and ordering advertisement for bids for 14th 
Avenue East petitioned public improvements 

g. Approval to purchase budgeted computer equipment for City Administration 
h. Set Benton County Board of Review meeting for 6:30 pm on April 8, 2008   
i. Approval to submit FEMA grant application for training and thermal imaging cameras for the 

Fire Department 
j. Approval to purchase budgeted laptop computer for the Fire Department 
k. Resolution setting the assessment hearing for the 2008 Capital Improvement Project for 

February 25, 2008 
l. Resolution approving 2008 Compensation for Exempt Employees 
m. Resolution setting a public hearing for a Preliminary Plat of East Sartell Water Facility for 

February 11, 2008 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE  BY PETERSON AND SECONDED BY PERSKE APPROVING CONSENT AGENDA 
ITEMS  ά!έ ¢Iwh¦DI άaέΣ w9ah±LbD L¢9a{ ά/έ !b5 ά5έ Chw {9t!w!¢9 5L{/¦{{LhbΦ 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ  I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ PERSKE,  PETERSON 
NAY:  NONE 
MOTON CARRIED 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 

c. Approval of city-share (80%) of professional development contract with GLT Architects 
for schematic design services for fire hall expansion. 

 
Council member Perske had requested this item be removed to verify the expansion included  a long 
range plan and room for future expansion. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY PERSKE AND SECONDED BY HENNES APPROVING CONSENT AGENDA ITEM 
ά/έΦ 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ  I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ  t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:  NONE 
MOTON CARRIED 
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/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊ [ȅƴŎƘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ /ƻƴǎŜƴǘ !ƎŜƴŘŀ LǘŜƳ άŘέ ōŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎed under  Old Business ς #6-Cά. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

a. 2008 Capital Improvement Project amendment for DeZurik storm sewer improvements 
 
City Engineer, Bob Schunicht presented the 2008 Capital  Improvements project and amendment  
including storm sewer improvements to DeZurik.   Issues of undersized sewer pipes and sediment 
ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǎǘƻǊƳ ǎŜǿŜǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ  from 1st Avenue were identified. To correct  these issues the City 
needs to increase the size of the storm water system from DeZurik to the Mississippi and reconstruct  
the alley along 1st Avenue with blacktop, a curb along the west side of the alley to control run off and 
add rain gardens. Total cost of the project is $319,000Σ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ϷмфнΣллл ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōalance 
being assessments to the affected property owners. 
 
тΥмт ǇΦƳΦ aŀȅƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
conducted.  The following comments were heard, although comments do not reflect entire statements 
made. 
 
On behalf of  St. Francis Xavier Church, Business Manager, Tom Offerdahl, 219 2nd Street North, Sartell,  
objects to the assessments for the following reasons: 

1. The parcel of land being assessed has significant areas of green space and does not contribute to 
the drainage proportionate to the amount of the project cost being assessed. 

2.  The drainage problems which are necessitating the DeZurik Storm Sewer Project being assessed  
are the direct result of the closing of 2nd Street, as requested by DeZurik Corporation and the 
expansion of their facility and that prior to the street closing no drainage problems existed. 

3. The Church parcel will not increase in value as a result of the construction of the DeZurik 
Drainage project beyond its current value. 

4. The levy of the assessment on this land will constitute an unconstitutional taking of property by 
the City in the amount of the assessment. 

 
Bob Schunicht suggested the assessment be reviewed to reflect  the residential rate rather than a 
commercial rate, which could reduce the assessment by 25%. Schunicht  offered to meet with the 
property owners and review the site prior to the assessment hearing on February 28, 2008. 
 
Bob Sexton, 3844 Riviera Road, Sartell, a Trustee for St. Francis Xavier Church talked about the wall 
DeZurik  built in the parking lot where a street used to be, causing water drainage issues.  Sexton 
suggested cutting a hole in the wall to allow water to flow through.  According to Mr. Sexton, this would 
be a lot less costly remedy rather than re-doing the storm sewer. 
 
Joe Spaniol, 604  1st  Street North, Sartell, Trustee for St. Francis Xavier Church  requested to meet with 
staff and discuss the assessments. Spaniol feels this is an unfair assessment for the church, especially 
since DeZurik closed off the road which caused the water issues.  The church has already added 
additional sewer systems when a gathering space was added as well green space on the South side of 
the church. 
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Stacy Thompson, 117 1st Avenue North, Sartell, talked about her concern of the dangerous curve on the 
road near 1st Avenue, especially with the suggestion to  reconstruct the road width down to 32 feet.  
Schunicht explained the road width is presently at 36 feet and the suggestion is to narrow it to 32 feet. 
The plan is to keep the west curb line at the same location along the homes, narrow the street to 32 feet 
and build a sidewalk on the east side of the road , remove the retaining wall and add rain gardens. 
 
aŀȅƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀǘ  тΥол ǇΦƳΦ  The City Council has received three written 
correspondence letters from the following: Ursula MacFedor, DeZurik Water Controls and St. Francis 
Xavier Church. 
  
Council member Lynch said he can understand the need for the project, especially with storm water 
baking up iƴǘƻ 5Ŝ½ǳǊƛƪΩǎΦ [ȅƴŎƘ asked the City Engineer how much of this project is attributable to  
5Ŝ½ǳǊƛƪΩǎ ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ  нnd street north? 
 
Schunicht explained that in the past 2nd Street North may have provided an overflow with the water 
running down the street  and closing 2nd Street may have contributed to more water flows in the storm 
sewer, however the continuous erosion of the alley and as more water has been added to the system 
with upgraded roads,  the need to increase the storm system size is necessary. Schunicht  also talked 
about the storm system being very undersized and only about 1/3 the capacity as needed today. When 
the back-up occurs at DeZurik, the manhole covers pop up and water covers the floor which takes the 
plant down for about one or two days.   
 
aŀȅƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƳŀŘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǘƻ Ŏǳǘ ŀ ƘƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5Ŝ½ǳǊƛƪ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘ 
is feasible and would the drains in the street be able to handle  excess run off. Engineer Schunicht  
suggested this type of remedy could cause safety issues during a larger rain and potentially could cause 
flooded streets and water running over land to the river.  hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƛŦ 
easements are needed from DeZurik and to respond  to the comments  from Ms. Thompson for road 
safety concerns on the sharp curve on 1st Avenue. 
 
Resolution ordering improvements and directing preparation of plans and specifications for 2008 
Capital Improvements ς DeZurik Storm Sewer 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY PETERSON AND SECONDED BY LYNCH APPROVING RESOLUTION 15-08 
ORDERING IMPROVEMENTS AND DIRECTING PREPARATION OF PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR 2008 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS FOR DEZURIK STORM SEWER AND MAKE ADJUSTMENTS IF APPROPRIATE. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ  I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ  t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:  NONE 
MOTON CARRIED 
 

b. 9th Street NE and 2nd Avenue East public improvements 
 
City Engineer, Bob Schunicht presented the project to extend 9th Street NE from 3rd Avenue North to 
County Road 133 (Benton Drive). The project  includes  adding a roadway, storm sewer, water main, 
curb and gutter.  Extension of this road will allow an additional access to the water plant and to possible 
development to the north. 
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Total cost of the project is $388,000,  the cityΩǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ is $368,215, and assessments to benefiting 
property owners is $19,785. 
 
тΥпл ǇΦƳΦ aŀȅƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
conducted.  The following comments were heard, although comments do not reflect entire statements 
made. 
 
Fred Kovall, 810 3rd Avenue NE, Sartell, talked about the only way out of the development  now is 8th 
Street  and with this additional street,  will give residents another way out of the development. Kovall 
asked if it would be possible to get a stop sign on the corner of 9th Street and 3rd Avenue, to have traffic 
on 9th street  stop.   A stop sign would help  with traffic going up and down the hill and make it safer for 
kids playing in the area. This is a suggestion for after the completion of 9th Street. 
 
Susan Hanson, 904 3rd Avenue NE, Sartell, spoke on behalf of her neighbors stating there is very little 
traffic and few people want this additional road.  This seems to be a lot of money to spend on a project 
which very few people want, however understands that some people do want an extra outlet.  Hanson 
asked about development in the area and what the future plans are. She and her neighbors would like 
to have the neighborhood stay the way it is now and  opposes the road. 
  
aŀȅƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ proposing to develop a parcel to the north about 
four years ago and because there was no access and for safety  with emergency vehicles and circulation 
of traffic was denied the development.  At that time, there was a significant amount of neighbors who 
opposed the project due to lack of a connecting street, however the city was now able to purchase land 
for access  and expansion to the treatment plant as well as to provide the 9th Street connection. 
 
Susan Hanson, 904 3rd Avenue North, Sartell, questioned if anyone needs to give permission to take 
down the oak trees where the road will be constructed?  Hanson also asked about a large gorge (creek)  
and wetlands on the northern property and where homes could possibly be built. Anita explained the 
process for mitigation. 
 
Michelle Lage, 905 5th Avenue East, Sartell, commented on the need for access as well as the need to 
eliminate ǘƘŜ άŘƛǇέ ƻƴ нnd Avenue & 8th Street Φ  {ŎƘǳƴƛŎƘǘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ άŘƛǇέ could be corrected with the 
reconstruction of the street either now or in 2009. Schunicht will review. 
 
Scott Reinholz, 900 3rd Avenue NE, Sartell, opposes the street and loosing green space and trees. 
 
Connie Reimann, 809 3rd Avenue NE, Sartell, asked if they will have assessments?  Schunicht said they 
will not be assessed.  Reimann opposes the road.   
 
Susan Hanson, 904 3rd Avenue North, Sartell, suggested turning the green space and treed area into a 
park instead of a road. 
 
aŀȅƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀǘ тΥрф ǇΦƳΦ  No written testimony was received. 
 
Council member Hennes favors the idea to save as many trees as possible. Hennes  also talked about  
the need to expand the water treatment plant , provide an additional road as well as a park area. 
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Council member Perske agrees with a park area, supports the project and the need for a connecting 
roadway. 
 
Resolution ordering improvements and directing preparation of plans and specifications for 2008 
Capital Improvements ς 9th Street NE and 2nd Avenue East 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY HENNES AND SECONDED BY PETERSON ADOPTING RESOLUTION 16-08 
ORDERING IMPROVEMENTS AND DIRECTING PREPARATION OF PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR 2008 
CAPTAL IMPROVEMENTS 9TH STREET NE AND 2ND AVENUE EAST. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ  I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ  t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:  NONE 
MOTON CARRIED 
 

c. 2008 Capital Improvement Project amendment to add construction of 2nd Street North on-
street parking stalls 

 
Bob Schunicht presented the project to include 18 parking stalls  in the city right-of-way.  Requirements 
of how the city would maintain the parking  area  for snow removal was explained. Assessment  to the 
property owners  would be for an estimated construction cost of $19,600.  
 
Council member Hennes asked for clarification of public parking in the stalls due to the area being on 
city right-of-way. Schunicht explained the parking is not being restricted to the owners of the 
apartments due to the location on city right-of-way. 
 
Council member Lynch asked if the project was supported by all three property owners? Schunicht has 
had a response from one property owner only. 
  
8:06  ǇΦƳΦ aŀȅƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
conducted.  The following comments were heard, although comments do not reflect entire statements 
made. 
 
Mike Kirby , 517 1st Street north, owns property at 404  and 405 2nd Street North understands the need 
for the road improvements, however is concerned of being assessed 100% of the project with no 
authority over who parks in the stalls.  Kirby talked about scenarios of how he controls parking by his 
tenants for extended time, where they park during snow removal and the limited parking stalls 
available.  Alternatives of where to have his tenants park if the public is in the city stalls is an issue for 
him as a landowner. Kirby talked about snow removal, snow storage and  handicapped parking.  At this 
time Kirby does not have the need for handicapped parking stall, but if the need would arise he asked to 
install a sign on a post  rather than have a  parking stall set empty most of the time. 
 
Engineer, Schunicht talked about parking on a public right-of-way  and the requirement to have 
handicapped parking designation. Patti explained  the focus of the project is to bring the city streets up 
to standards.  As for snow removal, City Administrator, Patti Gartland has been in contact with legal 
counsel and the City Attorney did indicate that if the parking stalls are on  city right-of ςway, the city 
would need to maintain them.  The number of required handicapped parking stalls will be discussed 
with the City building official. 
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aŀȅƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ŀǎƪŜŘ aƛƪŜ YƛǊōȅ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊ. 
 
Ron Amundson, 904 Riverside Avenue North, Sartell, owns 406 2nd Street North, Sartell and is to the east 
ƻŦ aǊΦ YƛǊōȅΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΦ Mr. Amundson is concerned about the number of sufficient parking spaces for 
his tenants, allowing the public to park in the stalls provided and having the property owners pay the 
entire assessments.  Amundson said it would be fair to take equal amounts of property ahead of each 
building, especially if the property owners are paying for the project.  Amundson will work with the City 
Engineer along with Mike Kirby for a solution to their issues. 
 
8:20 p.m. MayoǊ hΩ5Ǌiscoll closed the hearing. No written testimony was received. 
 
Council member Perske talked about handicapped parking issues and vacated cars. Schunicht will 
contact the building official for clarification on the handicapped stalls needed. Chief Hughes talked 
about restrictions on vacated  cars. 
 
Council member Lynch suggested the Engineer address issues of the property owners and bring it back 
to the Council at a later date. 
 
Patti Gartland briefly explained  the administrative process of issuing parking permits and the 
regulations and enforcement involved with this process. Gartland suggested the city work with the 
property owners to move this project forward in a less regulated way, rather than a permit process. 
 
Council member Peterson would like to see the project move forward, especially with the construction 
prices now at their best and as part of the 2008 CI project. 
 
Council member Hennes talked about  the possibility of vacating this portion of the street, however  
Gartland warned about snow storage,  if the City were to vacate the street. 
 
aŀȅƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ explained the unique circumstances involved with parking stalls on city right-of-way. 
hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ suggested staff work on issues with the property owners,  provided an agreement does not 
delay the project and the city can still meet the time table for the most cost effective construction price. 
 
Resolution ordering improvements and directing preparation of plans and specifications for 2008 
Capital Improvements ς 2nd Street North parking stalls 
 
Consensus of the Council was to delay the project and defer questions and concerns to staff for 
additional review and bring the project back to the Council for a vote at the February 11, 2008 meeting. 
 

d. DNR Natural Scenic Area Grant Program application for the proposed Dehler Property 
acquisition. 

 
Anita Rasmussen presented the DNR grant application for the acquisition of the Dehler property. The 
estimated cost to purchase the Dehler property is 8 million dollars. Because the DNR grants is a 
matching  grant program, the City would look to ½ cent sales tax, park dedication funds, general funds 
or donations to cover the 40% local match requirement or 3.2 million.  The requested grant amount 
from the DNR is 4.8 million. 



January 28, 2008 
 
 

8 
 

 
!ǘ уΥор ǇΦƳΦ aŀȅƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ hearing. The following comments were heard, although 
comments do not reflect entire statements made. 
 
Chuck Schlosser, 716 Riverside Avenue South, Sartell, asked why the City needs to buy such expensive 
land? Schlosser asked how much of the land will be for eagle habitat and how much for playgrounds?   
Anita explained there are no plans at this time  however 40 acres  of upland area would be suited for 
park area and about 20 acres of low land would be suited for eagle habitat. Schlosser said there are no 
eagles at this property now and wondered why the City would be willing to pay so much money to 
provide a home for eagles when there are no guarantees the eagle will nest there. 
 
aŀȅƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ  the opportunity the City has in negotiating  to purchase land  in order to  
preserve  open space, particularly the opportunity to  purchase the Dehler property.  This property 
would give access to the river,  land for parks, walking trails and eagle habitat,  in addition to a 
connection by a walking bridge to Whitney Park in St. Cloud.  
 
Council member Perske explained  this is an application to apply for a grant only and does not approve 
the purchase of the property.  Perske also talked about the potential in the Dehler property. 
 
Paul Orndorff, 930 10th Avenue North, Sartell, said it would be helpful to the audience if  someone 
explained how the City applies for grants and what the plans are if  the City is awarded the grant. 
 
Anita Rasmussen explained the process  of applying for grants for land acquisition as well as ongoing 
negotiations with the Dehlers.  The city has made application for grants from the State and the DNR. 
 
Doreen Schlosser, 716 Riverside Avenue South, Sartell, suggested the City put the purchase of the 
Dehler property on a referendum vote for approval, especially since there is so much money involved.  
Mrs. Schlosser would prefer a library rather than the Dehler property. 
 
aŀȅƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǾƻǘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ the use of  ½ cent sales tax to purchase 
property along with grants and other funding sources to be used to buy land. 
 
Council member Peterson explained the City is looking at options of property and avenues of funding. 
 
The hearing was closed at 8:58 p.m. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY HENNES AND SECONDED BY LYNCH APPROVING RESOLUTION #17-08  
AUTHORIZING THE APPLICATION TO THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES NATURAL SCENIC 
AREA GRANT PROGRAM FOR THE DEHLER PROPERTY. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ  I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ  t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:  NONE 
MOTON CARRIED 
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OLD BUSINESS 
 

a. WAC  permit application for 98  acre  Sartell Partners property 
 
Anita Rasmussen presented the Wetland Conservation  Act Permit application on behalf of Sartell 
Partners to mitigate 4.77 acres of wetlands located within their property. 
 
There are six delineated wetlands within the property which total 9.5 acres.  Most of the wetlands are 
long linear basins along the south end of the site.  The applicant is proposing to impact 4.77 acres of 
those delineated wetlands which would require a minimum of 10.73 acres of wetland mitigation. 
 
Based on guidance by the WCA TEP and the FAUAR, the applicants proposed to protect the most 
desirable wetlands including the linear basins which parallel County Road 120. The applicant has also 
proposed to implement rainwater gardens on the 98 acres which will mimic pre-development hydrology 
and preserve the ecological integrity of the existing wetlands and created wetlands. 
 
Staff and the WCA TEP recommend approval of the Highway 15 Commercial Site Wetland Conservation 
Act Permit  provided the following conditions be met: 
 

1. The plans shall add control structures to the wetland replacement site outlets to allow 
management of water levels which will insure the  appropriate water regime will be established. 

2. That performance criteria for the vegetation for each year of establishment shall be established 
and documented to insure that vegetation will have the required diversity and quality. 

3. That the planned unit development plan and site plan shall contain tree and/or shrub plantings 
in the buffers to screen the retaining wall and provide habitat. 

4. Per the WCA, the applicant will need to provide a performance bond or other surety to the City, 
which will be held by the City until the City determines that the design goal for the wetland 
replacement site, as approved in the wetland replacement is fully achieved. The amount of the 
surety will be $144,000.00. 

 
Anita clarified that items 1 and 2 (listed above)  have already been met through revised plans which 
were handed out at the meeting. 
 
Council member Hennes said he was pleased to see the rain gardens in the proposal and discussed plans 
for parking lot run off. 
 
Council member Peterson asked  if the wetlands  will double as holding ponds. Anita explained the 
holding ponds are specifically for mitigation of wetlands, and will maintain vegetation on site. 
 
Matt, an environmental scientist with Westwood Professional Services, explained the design of the site 
is for the rain garden to handle  all the water in storm events and release the water to the wetlands. 
 
Council member Hennes questioned the criteria for the number of trees on the development.  Anita 
ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ for commercial development for trees and shrubbery. 
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Council member Perske said he is pleased to see the development move forward and wished the 
developers well. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY LYNCH AND SECONDED BY PETERSON ADOPTING RESOLUTION 18-08 
APPROVING THE WETLAND CONSERVATION ACT PERMIT FOR HIGHWAY 15 COMMERCIAL SITE. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ  I9bb9{Σ  [¸b/IΣ  t9w{Y9Σ  t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:  NONE 
MOTON CARRIED 
 
Presentation of staff research and recommendations on 1st Street South and Pine Cone Regional Park 
traffic safety 
 
City Engineer, Bob Schunicht explained the request for a speed study for 1st  Street South. Both the 
Police Chief, Jim Hughes and the City Engineer, Bob Schunicht have investigated three traffic calming 
measures  to help slow traffic.  Schunicht gave a brief analysis of the research on speed bumps, speed 
humps and speed tables.  It is his opinion that speed bumps or speed tables should not be constructed 
on 1st. Street South. The roadway does not have curbs and drivers would have the opportunity to drive 
on the grass to avoid the devices. Driving on the grass is more hazardous to the children in the adjacent 
park than the current traffic speeds. 
  
Schunicht then explained the concern of turning movements at the Pine Cone Road/1st Street South 
intersection as well as the recommendation to pursue a grant for right turn lane construction and traffic 
control signage.  It is possible that Pine Cone Road will need to be reconstructed in about 3-5 years and 
a  right turn lane at this intersection could be added at that time.   Schunicht did recommend approval of 
the grant application as presented in Consent agenda item d. 
 
Schunicht  also addressed the concern of parking at the arena, especially during larger events. 
Suggestion was made to develop and implement a plan for managing parking. 
 
Chief Hughes talked more of  safety issues and his concern of the lack of traffic crash numbers for Pine 
Cone Road and 1st Street  to support  signage and the enforcement of no left turn out of 1st Street. 
Conducting a speed study during events at the Bernicks would not be productive. 
 
Council member Peterson thanked the engineers and the police chief for their hard work on the project. 
Peterson suggested to revisit the ideas of no left turn from 1st Street onto Pine Cone Road, signage and 
possibly a right turn lane  for traffic control, in a few years when Pine Cone Road is reconstructed. 
 
Council member Perske talked about the original concern was for safety due to  speeders through the 
park , especially with the possibility of adding a second sheet of ice and additional traffic. Perske offered 
suggestions on how to resolve parking issues by using the City Hall parking lot during larger events. 
 
Consensus of the Mayor and Council members  was not to install speed bumps on 1st Street South at this 
time.  Installation of a fence around the play area was discussed and members agreed to put the fence 
decision  on hold  as well as other upgrades until a decision is made on the outcome of the Golf Course 
property. Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǘƘŀǘ /ƻƴǎŜƴǘ !ƎŜƴŘŀ ƛǘŜƳ άŘέ ƛǎ ŀ ƳǳǘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ and no 
action will be taken at this time. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 

a.  Liquor license compliance check violation 
 
Chief Hughes presented the violation of a liquor license compliance check completed at Liquid Assets on 
January 11,2008 when alcohol was served to an under aged person. According to city ordinance a $250 
fine should be imposed on the business for the first time violation. Suspension of liquor sales is not 
recommended due to the first time offense. 
 
Owner of Liquid Assets, Jane Orndorff explained that the employee took the ID of the under aged 
person, looked at it, but because it was busy in the store, served the alcohol.  When the employee got 
home later that evening, she called Orndorff and resigned. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY PETERSON AND SECONDED BY LYNCH TO LEVY A $250 FINE TO THE OWNER 
OF LIQUID ASSETS FOR LIQUOR NON COMPLIANCE VIOLATION.  
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ  I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ  t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:  NONE 
MOTON CARRIED 
 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 

a. Police Department 
Semi-Monthly Activity Report 

 
Chief Hughes presented his semi-monthly activity report.  Hughes updated the Council on the start date 
for Country Manor for no tobacco sales. The police department will monitor. 
 

b. Public Works Department 
Monthly Memorandum 

 
Director, Brad Borders presented the Council with the priority list of projects from the Park Commission 
using ½ cent sales tax funds for upgrades to regional parks. 
 
Council member  Perske encouraged Brad to visit with the school and baseball association for help and 
suggestions with upgrades to the Northside Park. 
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c. City Engineering 
Semi-Monthly Memorandum 

 
Bob Schunicht presented his memorandum and gave an update on the City-School collaborative meeting 
and the discussion on round-abouts for Pine Cone Road and 27th Street.   Council members discussed 
safety issues  with children crossing Pine Cone Road.  Consideration may be given to a round-about as  
future road improvement north of 27th Street are considered in a second phase. Suggestion was made to 
have more public information/presentations. 
 

d. Planning & Community Development 
 
Anita Rasmussen presented her memorandum. 
 
ADJOURN 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY LYNCH AND SECONDED BY HENNES TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 10:30 
P.M. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ  I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ  t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:  NONE 
MOTON CARRIED 
 
 
  
 
       Minutes By 
 
 
       _________________________________ 
       Judy Molitor 
___________________________________ 
a!¸hw ¢La hΩ5wL{/h[[ 
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