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SARTELL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 26, 2007                                                                                           4TH MEETING 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, the 4th meeting of 2007 was held on February 26, 2007 in the 

council chambers of the Sartell City Hall.  Mayor O’Driscoll called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

COUNCIL PRESENT: Mayor O’Driscoll, Council members:  Hennes, Lynch, Peterson, Perske 

ABSENT:  None 

ALSO PRESENT:  Patti Gartland, City Administrator 
Mary Degiovanni,  Finance Director 

   Judy Molitor, Administrative Secretary 
   Brad Borders: Public Works Director 
   Dale Struffert: Deputy Police Chief 
   Brian Davies, Assistant City Engineer 
   Anita Rasmussen, Planning & Community Development Director 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY PERSKE AND SECONDED BY HENNES APPROVING THE MNUTES OF 
FEBRUARY 12, 2007 REGULAR MEETING AS AMENDED. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
!¸9Υ hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Φ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ  t9¢9w{hb 
NAY: NONE 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION 

a.  Recognition of service to Economic Development Commission for Jim Mullenbach 
 
Mayor O’Driscoll presented  Jim Mullenbach with a plaque, and  thanked him for his years of service to 
the Economc Development Commission.  O’Driscoll gave  a brief history of the variety of commissions 
Jim has served on over the years as well as being one of the founders of the Economic Development 
Commission.  Jim has also been actively involved with the youth of the community .   Due to a career 
change and more time commitment in his new job, Jim has stepped down from serving on the EDC as of 
December 31, 2006.  Thanks for his years of service were expressed by the entire council. 
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CONSENT AGENDA 
 

a.  Approval of development agreement and order preparation of plans and specifications for 
petitioned extension of 14th Avenue East. 

b. Approval of resolution ordering improvements and directing preparation of plans and 
specifications for Westside Trunk Water Main. 

c. Schedule special meeting for City Council retreat on Friday, May 4, 2007, from 3 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
at Sartell City Hall Conference Room 

 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY LYNCH AND SECONDED BY HENNES APPROVING CONSENT AGENDA  A,B,C. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
!¸9Υ hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Φ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ  t9¢9w{hb 
NAY: NONE 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
PUBLIC HEARNGS 

a. Application for DNR Natural and Scenic Grant Monies 
 

7:10 p.m.  Mayor O’Driscoll opened the public hearing to hear those present regarding applications for 
DNR Natural and Scenic Grant Money.  O’Driscoll explained how the hearing would be conducted. 
 
Planning and Community Development Director, Anita Rasmussen highlighted the process of applying 
for various land acquisition grants through the DNR.  In addition to the City Council passing a resolution 
supporting the application for each of the grant areas, the City is required to hold a public hearing to 
solicit any additional ideas or areas from the public to include into an application for the grant program.  
 
In the past, the City has submitted grant applications, without success, towards the acquisition of both 
the Lindsey Lake and Bakers Lake areas.  These areas are also consistent with the areas contained within 
the City’s Athletic Complex Study which was approved in 2005. 
 
Both Lindsey and Bakers Lake area were split up into two potential grant areas (recreation and 
conservation).  The recreational areas, in term of geographic scope, are included as the primary acres 
needed for the athletic complex.  Those areas could facilitate regional active recreational activity such as 
soccer, football and softball.  The conservation areas are included as part of the complementary acres 
for the athletic complex as referenced in the athletic complex study.  The conservation areas would be a 
complement to the active recreational areas by combining  a natural and scenic component to the 
regional park for bird watching and passive walking trails.  At this point, we are not seeking any grants 
for the expansion areas identified in the athletic complex study. 
 
Typically a maximum of two grants can be applied for in each category.  However, staff has been in 
contact with the DNR and will be submitting a third application within the Regional Park Grant Program. 
 
The estimated cost to purchase any of these properties could be 3 to 6 million dollars.  Because the DNR 
grants is a matching program, the City would look to one-half cent sales tax, park dedication, general 
funds or donations to cover the 40% local match requirement. 
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Patti explained that this is the first step in the grant application process. All of the targeted property 
owners are aware if their property is being considered.  If a grant is received, the Council would then 
need to move to accept the grant and negotiations can start on purchasing property, if that is the wishes 
of the Council. 
 
9:22 p.m.  Mayor O’Driscoll closed the hearng. 
 
Council member Perske asked the probability of getting the grants.  Anita said it is difficult to answer 
that, the money is out there, however we are unsure of how many applicants there are. Perske asked 
the difference between natural and recreational grants and if one is better than the other? Anita said 
the grants are the same, and if we are successful the City will be notified by July, if we are not successful 
we can keep on applying. 
 
Council member Hennes asked if there was any benefit in applying for Bakers Lake with the school being 
close and the probability of sharing recreational fields. Anita explained that as far as receiving a grant is 
concerned, proximity to school is not a factor. 
 
Council member Peterson asked if the grants were specific for one area or project specific. Anita said 
they are project specific. 
 
Council member Perske talked about the benefit of working with the school district  and strategically 
placing  athletic facilities near schools to take advantage of sharing school athletic fields with city  
facilities, including parking lots. 
 
Council member Hennes asked how often the City can apply for grants?  Anita said we can apply every 
year. 
 
Council member Lynch definitely favors the City applying for any grant available. 
 
Resolution authorizing the application to the DNR Regional Park Grant Program ς Lindsey Lake 
Recreation 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY HENNES AND SECONDED BY LYNCH APPROVING RESOLUTION 30-07 
AUTHORIZING THE APPLICATION TO THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES REGIONAL PARK 
GRANT PROGRAM (LINDSEY LAKE RECREATION). 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE: hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Φ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ  t9¢9w{hb 
NAY: NONE 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Resolution authorizing the application to the DNR Regional Park Grant Program ς Bakers Lake 
Recreation 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY PETERSON AND SECONDED BY PERSKE APPROVING RESOLUTION 31-07 
AUTHORIZNG THE APPLICATION TO THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES REGIONAL PARK 
GRANT PROGRAM (BAKERS LAKE RECREATION). 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
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!¸9Υ hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Φ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ  t9¢9w{hb 
NAY: NONE 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
Resolution authorizing the application to the DNR  Regional Park Grant Program (1st Street South 
Recreation) 
 
A MOTON WAS MADE BY LYNCH AND SECONDED BY HENNES APPROVING RESOLUTION 32-07 
AUTHORIZNG THE APPLICATION TO THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES REGIONAL PARK 
GRANT PROGRAM (FIRST STREET RECREATION). 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
!¸9Υ hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Φ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ  t9¢9w{hb 
NAY: NONE 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Resolution authorizing the application to the DNR Natural Scenic Grant Program (Lindsey Lake 
Conservation) 
 
A MOTION WAS  MADE BY PERSKE AND SECONDED BY PETERSON APPROVING RESOLUTION 33-07 
AUTHORIZING THE APPLICATION TO THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES NATURAL SCENIC 
AREA GRANT PROGRAM (LINDSEY LAKE CONSEDRVATION). 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
!¸9Υ hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Φ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ  t9¢9w{hb 
NAY: NONE 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Resolution authorizing the application to the DNR Natural Scenic Grant Program (Bakers Lake 
Conservation) 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY LYNCH AND SECONDED BY HENNES APPROVING RESOLUTION 34-07 
AUTHORIZING THE APPLICATION TO THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES NATURAL SCENIC 
AREA GRANT PROGRAM (BAKERS LAKE CONSERVATION). 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
!¸9Υ hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Φ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ  t9¢9w{ON 
NAY: NONE 
MOTION CARRIED 
 

b. Wellhead Protection Plan Phase 2 
 
7:33 p.m. Mayor O’Driscoll opened a public hearing to discuss the Wellhead Protection Plan. Brian 
Janovec, representing Bonestroo, presented phase 2. 
 
The background for Wellhead Protection Planning was explained. Jendersek outlined the planning 
process which started in 2002, presented a map of the City depicting water supply systems,  explained 
the potential contaminant inventory and stated the goals and objectives.   
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The following action plan was presented along with the next steps to be taken: 

 Practice ongoing data collection with regards to potential contaminant sources 

 Encourage sealing of unused/abandoned wells 

 Enact spill prevention and mitigation measures 

 Work with county to ensure onsite sewage systems are in compliance 

 Provide materials to public regarding Best Management Practices for turf and agriculture 
management 

 Educate public about proper disposal of household hazardous wastes 

 Work with local government units on land use and zoning activities to ensure groundwater 
is a consideration 

 Review development plans 
 
NEXT STEPS: 
 

 Public hearing (tonight’s meeting) 

 Respond to comments from local units of government 

 Finalize draft 

 Submit to Minnesota Department of Health (MDH)  for review and approval 

 Adopt a plan within 60 days of  MDH  approval  
 
The following comments were heard, although comments do not reflect entire statement made: 
 
Bruce Johnson, 1933 3rd Street North, Sartell, asked what percentage of the city’s water comes from 
wells?  (100% )  Johnson also talked about growth and development  and the affect  on recharge along 
with the affect of supply based on the quantity of sand point wells. 
 
7:50 p.m.  Mayor O’Driscoll closed the hearing. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

a.  Presentation of Parks, Natural Open Space and Trail System work plan as recommended by 
the Park Commission 

 
Planning Associate, Therese Haffner presented the Park Plan.  Therese gave a brief history starting when 
the City adopted the Parks and Trails Master Plan in 1998 and in 2003 approving  a Comprehensive Plan 
which outlined general goals and strategies for the environment and park needs. Then in 2006  staff 
began working with the Park Commission to develop the new Natural Open Space and Trail System 
Work Plan.  During the process of developing the work plan, a park inventory was completed.  The 
inventory updated the city’s list of parks  along with the amenities, which included trails, landscaping, 
play structures, pools, benches and more.  The conditions and/or lack of amenities was  identified along 
with recommended development considerations for each park to reach optimal level of recreation. 
 
The following members of the Park Commission were present:   Chair person, Tryg Hanson, Commission 
Members:  Lorna Nestel and Bruce Johnson. 
 
Therese Haffner discussed the goals as stated in the Park Plan.  Some of the concerns of the Park 
Commission expressed at their February 22, 2007 meeting were brought forward.   
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On behalf of the Park Commission, Chair Hanson thanked Therese for her work with the Plan and 
explained that the Commission is looking for direction from the Council specifically as it relates to the 
action plan and responsibility of the Commission.  Tryg explained that the Park Commission would like to 
be able to have a meeting with the Council to talk about specific responsibilities. 
Park Commission member, Bruce Johnson asked about the authority of the Park Commission.  Johnson 
felt it would be helpful to know what funds are available so that a specific action plan can be 
established. A sense of “sideboards”/guidelines in order to narrow the action plan was requested.  
 
Council member Peterson attended the Park Commission Meeting on February 22, 2007 and has 
reviewed the work plan.  Peterson suggested some changes in wording  of the plan as for as who would 
be the responsible agency  for enforcement of City ordinances.  Peterson said the Park Commission is 
looking for guidance from the City Council as to available funding/budget in order to prioritize projects. 
 
Planning and Community Development Director, Anita Rasmussen explained how the goals are 
established and stated that this is a park system plan only.  
 
Park Commission Chair, Tryg Hanson did not recommend action by the City Council as far as adopting 
the plan tonight.  However, Hanson did recommend a joint meeting with the City Council and the Park 
Commission to discuss guidelines and expectations. 
 
Council member Hennes asked that the Park Plan Goals specify the Sauk River as well as the Mississippi 
and Watab as part of a major recreational, environmental, economic and aesthetic assets to the 
community. 
 
Council member Peterson asked how parkland dedication fees could be used, either for land acquisition 
or park maintenance?  It was clarified that parkland dedication fees can be used for capital 
improvements only – land acquisition or equipment, not park maintenance. 
 
Council member Perske said he was pleased with the plan and the possibility of using half cent sales tax 
towards parkland purchase.  Perske did ask for a change in the wording  regarding the athletic complex 
study, requesting  the word “southern” to be struck in the comprehensive plan goals and strategies and 
replace it to include a study for the entire city, not only the southern section.  Perske also requested that 
a library be added to the list of sales tax money priorities. 
 
Mayor O’Driscoll talked about  the upcoming workshop sessions for the Council which will include the 
discussion on use of sales tax money and prioritizing capital improvement projects. O’Driscoll also asked 
for the entire list of sales tax money priorities, including  a library on the list.   Suggestion was made to 
review the language in the park plan and make the recommended changes. O’Driscoll thanked all the 
members of the Park Commission for their work with the plan. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 

a.  Presentation on utility bridge maintenance options 
 
Gary Morien, with Bonestroo, made a presentation on the utility bridge maintenance options. 
 
A brief history of the bridge was given.  Morien talked about the deteriorating condition of the structure 
and the concern of the utilities attached to the bridge. An investigation was conducted which found the 
bridge superstructure to be in generally poor condition, has bent and damaged steel, corrosion of  joints 
and loss of steel, lead paint failure, bracing missing and bearings not functioning.  The substructure is 
generally in fair to poor condition, with some cracking.   
 
Utilities on the bridge are in poor conditions. These utilities include water, sanaitary sewer and gas. An 
underwater inspection was done In March, 2006 by a professional dive team and a report was 
completed in April 2006 by Bonestroo. 
 
Replacement options were presented and a comparison to the utility bridge project in Redwood Falls 
was given. 
 
The following suggestions/recommendations and very basic cost estimates were given: 
 

1.  Rehabilitate the existing bridge with an estimated cost of $2,470,000 or 
2. Construct a new utility bridge with an estimated cost of $1,550,000 

 
Council member Peterson  suggested the City host an open house prior to any work being done on the 
bridge because of the sentimental value this bridge may have to some residents as well as a time to 
discuss  funding sources.  Cost estimates and suggestions for work needed may also be helpful for 
residents to review at an open house and prior to the City Council making a decision. Due to the 
condition of the utilities on the bridge and the need to replace them before 2008, a timeline for the 
open house and ways to notify the public were suggested. Some of the recommended ways to notify  
the public of an informational open house regarding bridge considerations were to insert notices on the 
utilities bills, on city signs, in the Newsleader and St. Cloud Times. 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 
Police Department 
 
Dale Struffert: Deputy Police Chief gave the Council an update on the hiring process for potential two 
new officers.  A recommendation of the new officers and a start date of April 30, 2007,  will be made at 
a later Council meeting. 
 
Public Works 
 
Director, Brad Borders talked about removing the historical marker off the old bridge and options of 
preserving at least the marker and possibly displaying it at another location within the City. 
 
Brad updated the Council on the odor problem at lift station #1. 
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City Engineer 
Bi-monthly Memorandum 
 
Assistant City Engineer, Brian Davies presented his memorandum. 
 
Planning & Community Development Director 
Bi-monthly Memorandum 
 
Director, Anita Rasmussen presented her memorandum. An update was given on the draft AUAR for the 
property along Highway 15 which is out for public comment.  So far we have received nine comment 
letters. 
 
Anita requested a special meeting with the Economic Development Commission and the City Council for 
March 20, 2007 at 7 A.M.. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY HENNES AND SECONDED BY PERSKE APPROVING A SPECIAL MEETING DATE 
FOR MARCH 20, 2007 AT 6 P.M. WITH THE CITY COUNCIL AND THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
COMMISSION. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
!¸9Υ hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Φ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ  t9¢9w{hb 
NAY: NONE 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
City Administrator 
 
Professional Development 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY LYNCH AND SECONDED BY PETERSON APPROVING THE PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT AS RECOMMENDED BY THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
!¸9Υ hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ HENNES. LYNCH, PERSKE,  PETERSON 
NAY: NONE 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
CITY COUNCIL UPDATE ς MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Council member Hennes asked to have staff check with area cities and find out how they handle merit 
adjustments for non union staff.  Hennes also talked about the amount of salt used on the roads and his 
concern of the possibility of run off salt entering the rivers.  He cautioned the Public Works department 
to monitor this issue. 
 
Council member Lynch talked about the results of the AUAR for the Highway 15 property and the fact 
that the site is being reviewed by site selectors in the Twin Cities. 
 
Council member Perske talked about adding a library to the park plan. 
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Council member Peterson  asked for a list of the services the City provides for the Bernick’s Ice Arena. 
Peterson talked about televising the Council meetings. 
 
Mayor O’Driscoll updated the Council on his Washington D.C. trip and discussed transportation funding 
issues. 
 
PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY PERSKE AND SECONDED BY PETERSON APPROVING THE PAYMENT OF ALL 
VOUCHERS. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
!¸9Υ hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Φ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ  t9¢9w{hb 
NAY: NONE 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
ADJOURN 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY HENNES AND SECONDED BY LYNCH TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 11:05 
P.M. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
!¸9Υ hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Φ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ  t9¢9w{hb 
NAY: NONE 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
 
 
      MINUTES BY:  
 
 
 
 
 
      ____________________________________ 
      JUDY MOLITOR 
      ADMINSTRATIVE SECRETARY 
 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
MAYOR TIM O’DRISCOLL 
 
 
 
 

 


