
 

 

Sartell Park Commission 
March 23rd, 2016 

 

 
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, the meeting of the Sartell Park Commission was held 
on March 23rd, 2016 at Sartell City Hall.  Diane Schellinger called the meeting to order at 6:38 
pm. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Dennis Molitor, Diane Schellinger, Michael Burzette, Rachel 

Lolmasteymaugh 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Dave Lindbloom 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Nate Keller, Community Development Technician 
    Brad Borders, Public Works Director 

 
AGENDA REVIEW AND ADOPTION 
A motion was made by Molitor and seconded by Burzette to add item 8.5 Discussion of Val 
Smith Park to the agenda. Molitor made a motion to approve the revised agenda. The motion 
was seconded by Burzette. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
A motion was made by Lolmasteymaugh and seconded by Burzette to approve the September 
23rd, 2015 Park Commission minutes. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
A motion was made by Lolmasteymaugh and seconded by Schellinger to approve the February 
29th Joint meeting minutes. Burzette and Molitor obstained.  
 
Election of Chair and Vice Chair 
The Commission recommended Dave Lindbloom as the Chair and Dianne Schellinger as the 
Vice Chair. The Commission would like to confirm at the next meeting if Mr. Lindbloom has 
any objections to being nominated for Chair.  
 
Revised Park Map 
The Commission discussed the newly revised Park Map. Keller mentioned the biggest 
improvement is the clearer distinction between Neighborhood, Regional/Community 
Parks, and greenways. Greenways are no longer labeled by name on the park map. The 
removal of the greenway names is an attempt to create a firmer distinction between an 
“active” park and a “passive” or “natural” greenway. Burzette recommended that the 
Regional/Community Parks be highlighted in a different color so they are more 
distinguishable. Keller will work on adding a different color to make the 
Regional/Community distinction more distinguishable.  
 
Neighborhood Matching Fund Program 
Keller introduced and explained the Neighborhood Matching Fund program. Keller 
explained the drafted documents and asked for feedback. The Commission discussed the 
positives and negatives of doing a dry-run (test) application. The Commission discussed 
what projects would qualify and thoughts on how many applications the NMF committee 



 

 

could award in the application period. The Commission discussed that once the NMF 
committee is established that they should decide on the final details of the program and 
criteria. Molitor mentioned he would like to serve as the Park Commission representative 
for the NMF committee with Burzette as an alternate.  
 
Next Targeted Neighborhood 
Keller explained the previous neighborhood survey focus areas. Keller also explained the 
remaining neighborhoods where public input has not been received.  
 
Burzette made a motion to recommend Neighborhood Four (Val Smith & Eastside Kiddie 
Park) as the next targeted neighborhood focus area. The motion was seconded by Molitor. 
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Park Survey Strategy 
 
Keller explained the previous methodology behind the two previous park surveys and 
strategies for receiving public input. Keller suggested keeping the park survey but 
increasing public input opportunities to include a public open house. The Commission 
discussed the benefits of having the next Park Commission meeting be an open house 
meeting at the Val Smith shelter. This would provide the public the opportunity to hear the 
survey results and Commission recommendations while also providing another 
opportunity for public input. The Commission recommended that a Walk in the Park be 
done at Val Smith Park after the conclusion of the Open House.   
 
Val Smith Park Discussion 
 
Borders explained how Sartell currently has no pickle ball courts. Discussion was made 
about the appropriate places for pickle ball and whether it was best to have multiple 
locations for pickle ball or have one central location. Discussion was made on the tennis 
courts at Val Smith and the lack of use. Discussion was also made on the different locations 
currently available for tennis within Sartell.  
 
Burzette made a motion to recommend approval of pickle ball courts at Val Smith park which 
would replace the tennis courts, the motion was seconded by Lolmasteymaugh. Schillinger 
opposed the motion due to lack of public input. The motion passed three to one.  
 
Park Commission meeting dates 
 
Discussion was made on the current meeting schedule. The Commission discussed the 
frustrations behind the long gaps between fall and spring meetings. Keller suggested a joint 
meeting between the Park Commission, and City Council (along with other Commissions) 
to occur in January. The January meeting would include a goal setting and visioning for the 
oncoming calendar year. The Commission agreed this would be a good idea to help provide 
clearer expectations for the Park Commission as directed by the City Council and provide a 
sense of achievable results for the on-coming year. Staff will inquire about the possibilities 
of holding this joint meeting yet this summer since January is a ways off.  



 

 

 
ADJOURN 
A motion was made by Burzette and seconded by Molitor to adjourn the meeting at 8:21PM.  
The motion carried unanimously. 
 
     Minutes by: 

Nate Keller, Community Development Technician 
 


