
SPECIAL MEETING 

Planning Commission  

August 24, 2015 

 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a Special Planning Commission meeting was held on August 24, 

2015, at 5:30 p.m. at Sartell City Hall. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Glenn Persen, Dawn Moen, Ryan Fitzthum, Gary Orman 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:   Anna Gruber 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Anita Rasmussen, Community Development Director/Assist City 

Administrator 

     

              

Orman called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

AGENDA REVIEW AND ADOPTION 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY PERSEN TO APPROVE THE  AGENDA. THE MOTION WAS 

SECONDED BY FITZTHUM.  UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 

AYE:   PERSEN, MOEN, FITZTHUM, ORMAN 

 NAY:  NONE 

 MOTION CARRIED 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Conformance with the Comprehensive Plan – Purchase of Property 

 

The City is considering the purchase two properties adjacent to two separate current parks.  State 

Statute requires that the Planning Commission needs to review all land transactions in 

relationship to their conformity with the Comprehensive Plan (future land use, goals and 

strategies).   

 

The Hansen Property is approximately 4.6 acres, which contains a number of existing buildings 

(home, barn/library, chicken coop) and is adjacent to the Legacy Funded Sauk River Regional 

Park.  This property provides a logical extension and expansion to the park utilizing funds, which 

can only be used for the expansion of the Sauk River Regional Park. 

 

The Koshiol Property is approximately 2.7 acres and is adjacent to Val Smith Park.  This 

property also provides a logical extension and expansion to the park.  The only legal means of 

entering that property is through Val Smith Park.  Many have already assumed the nature of this 

property as being public and part of Val Smith Park. 

 

Staff recommends approving the resolution stating the purchase of property for purposes of 

public use and park space is consistent with the goals and priorities of the 2003 Comprehensive 

Plan. 
 

Staff could not elaborate on the terms of the purchase because it is under negotiation, and the terms 

cannot be made public until after a decision by the Council has been made. 



Orman asked if the other Commissions have weighed in on the potential purchase of the 

parkland.  Rasmussen explained that on occasion Commissions (EDC or Park) may weigh in on 

a recommendation to purchase, but they are generally not part of the negotiation. Because the 

purpose of the resolution by the Commission is to solicit the conformance to the comprehensive 

plan’s goals and strategies, information provided was limited to assist in making that decision. 

 

Fitzthum asked if it would be appropriate if they made two separate motions per property, one as 

it relates to the comprehensive plan and the other as to their opinion regarding a purchase.  

Rasmussen said the Commission could certainly elect to provide the second recommendation 

keeping in mind they would be doing so with limited information (terms, etc).   
 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY FITZTHUM, TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF THE 

RESOLUTION OF COMPREHENSIVE COMFORANCE FOR THE KOSHIOL PROPERTY.  

THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY MOEN UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN THE FOLLOWING 

VOTED: 

 AYE:  PERSEN, MOEN,  ORMAN, FITZTHUM 

 NAY:  NONE 

 MOTION CARRIED 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY FITZTHUM, TO RECOMMEND AGAINST PURCHASING THE 

KOSHIOL PROPERTY FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS: 

1.  THE 3 ACRE PROPERTY DOESN’T ENHANCE THE PARK.  THE CURRENT PARK IS 

CURRENTLY UNDERUTILIZED AND WE SHOULDN’T ADD AVERAGE TO IT. 

2.  THE PROPERTY COULD BE DEVELOPED PRIVATELY KEEPING THE PROPERTY ON 

THE TAX ROLLS. 

3.  ANY PURCHASE OF PROPERTY FOR PARK SHOULD BE CONCENTRATED AROUND 

THE NEW COMMUNITY CENTER SITE. 

 

THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY PERSEN UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN THE 

FOLLOWING VOTED: 

 AYE:  PERSEN, MOEN,  ORMAN, FITZTHUM 

 NAY:  NONE 

 MOTION CARRIED 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY FITZTHUM, TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF THE 

RESOLUTION OF COMPREHENSIVE COMFORANCE FOR THE HANSEN PROPERTY.  

THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY MOEN UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN THE FOLLOWING 

VOTED: 

 AYE:  PERSEN, MOEN,  ORMAN, FITZTHUM 

 NAY:  NONE 

 MOTION CARRIED 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY FITZTHUM, TO RECOMMEND PURCHASING THE HANSEN 

PROPERTY FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS: 

1.  IT WOULD BE AN ASSET AND LOGICAL EXPANSION TO THE SAUK RIVER 

REGIONAL PARK. 

2.  FUNDING SOURCE EXISTS EXCLUSIVELY FOR THIS TYPE OF PURCHASE IN THIS 

AREA (BONDING AND LEGACY). 

 



THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY MOEN UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN THE FOLLOWING 

VOTED: 

 AYE:  MOEN, ORMAN, FITZTHUM 

 NAY:  PERSEN 

 MOTION CARRIED 

 

PERSEN FELT HE DIDN’T HAVE ENOUGH INFORMATION ABOUT THE PROPERTY AND 

WAS UNAWARE OF WHAT POTENTIAL USES THE PROPERTY COULD PROVIDE AND AS 

A RESULT COULD NOT RECOMMEND THE PURCHASE. 

 
 

ADJOURN 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY GRUBER TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 6:10 P.M.  THE 

MOTION WAS SECONDED BY MOEN. UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN THE FOLLOWING 

VOTED: 

AYE:   PERSEN, MOEN, FITZTHUM, ORMAN 

NAY:  NONE 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

 

 

 

Minutes by: 

Anita Rasmussen, Community Development Director 


