
 

 

AGENDA 

SARTELL CITY COUNCIL 
Monday, May 9, 2016 

Sartell City Hall 
6:00 P.M. 

 
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
2. AGENDA REVIEW AND ADOPTION 

 
3. OPEN FORUM/PUBLIC COMMENT (up to 5 speakers allowed for up to 3 minutes each – no Council 

response or action is given to open forum comments other than possible referral to City staff or a City 
Board/Commission) 

 
4. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 
 
5. APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

a. April 25, 2016 – Special Meeting 
b. April 25, 2016 – Regular Meeting 

 
6. CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Acceptance of Building Permit Activity Report 
b. Acceptance of Inspections Activity Report 
c. Acceptance of Technology Report 
d. Acceptance of Fire Department Report 
e. Approval of voucher payments 
f. Approval of Insurance Renewal 
g. Approval of Resolution Accepting Donations 
h. Acceptance of Utilities Department resignation 
i. Acceptance of Commissioner resignation 
j. Appointment of Police Officer 
k. Appointment of Maintenance and Utilities Supervisors 
l. Call Public Hearing for NPDES Permit 
m. Appointment of Firefighters 

 
7. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

a. Interim Ordinance –I2 Properties 
b. Interim Use Permit - Walmart 

 
8. OLD BUSINESS 
 
9. NEW BUSINESS 

a.  Final Plat  - Providence of Sartell Second Addition 
b.  Final Plat – Community Center 

 
10.    DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

a. Police Department 



 

 

- Monthly Report 
 

b. Public Works 
- Monthly Report 

 
c. City Engineer 
- Monthly Report 

 
d. Planning & Community Development Director  
 -  Monthly Report 

 
       e.   City Administrator 
         -   Monthly Report 
  
11. CITY COUNCIL UPDATES & MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

 
12. CLOSED SESSION:  Consideration of terms for potential City acquisition of Sartell-LeSauk Government 

Center (discussions to be held in closed session in conference room, after which the meeting will be 
re-opened for possible action consideration) 

 
13. ADJOURN   
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SARTELL CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING 

 

MINUTES OF APRIL 25, 2016       __________ 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a special meeting was held on April 25, 2016 at Sartell 

City Hall.  Mayor Nicoll called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

 

COUNCIL PRESENT: Sarah Jane Nicoll, Pat Lynch, Amy Braig Lindstrom, Steve 

Hennes, David Peterson 

COUNCIL ABSENT: None 

ALSO PRESENT: Landscape Committee Members Anna Gruber, Dennis Molitor, 

Brad Borders, John Kothenbeutel, Anita Rasmussen, Mary 

Degiovanni, and Chuck Evens from Damon Farber    

    

ROUNDABOUT LANDSCAPE DESIGN 

Chuck Evens reviewed the landscape design comments and the following feedback was 

discussed: 

 Possibly move existing Sartell sign at Pinecone and 120, but likely cost prohibitive to 

move 

 One or two of the “steps” will be removed and flowers planted in front of them 

 Electricity for lighting will be within the roundabouts so we can determine lighting trees 

or other interior elements 

 Current estimates exceed $150,000 budget; cost cuts can be achieved through minimizing 

Heritage roundabout improvements until more development occurs around that area, by 

reducing length and quantity of limestone, and by including some bid alternates we could 

drop if bids come in too high 

 Roundabouts will all be irrigated and soil will be tested before planting to increase 

tree/plant survival.  Warranty is typically one year but may specify two years in bids. 

 Roundabouts have been planned to minimize maintenance over the longer term, but 

everyone realizes this still requires a commitment to maintenance.  John suggested specs 

include weed killing first and he let Chuck know the City has compost if that is what is 

needed for soil amendments. 

 

A motion was made by Hennes and seconded by Braig Lindstrom authorizing plans and specs 

and solicitation of bids.  The motion carried with Hennes, Lynch, Braig Lindstrom and Nicoll in 

favor and Peterson opposed. 

 

ADJOURN 

A motion was made by Braig Lindstrom and seconded by Lynch to adjourn at 5:45 P.M.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

       _________________________________ 

       Mary Degiovanni, City Administrator 

 

_____________________________________ 

Sarah Jane Nicoll, Mayor 



CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
APRIL 25, 2016 

 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Sartell City Council was held on April 

25, 2016 in the Council Chambers of Sartell City Hall.  Mayor Sarah Jane Nicoll called the meeting to 

order at 6 p.m. 

COUNCIL PRESENT: Mayor Nicoll, Council Members: Braig-Lindstrom, Hennes, Lynch, Peterson 
COUNCIL ABSENT: None 
STAFF PRESENT: Mary Degiovanni, City Administrator 
   Anita Rasmussen, Community Development Director 
   John Kothenbeutel, Assistant Public Works Director 
   Judy Molitor, Recording Secretary 
   Jim Hughes, Police Chief 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
AGENDA REVIEW AND ADOPTION 
  
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LYNCH AND SECONDED BY MEMBER HENNES 
APPROVING THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED.  THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
OPEN FORUM/ PUBLIC COMMENT  
No public comments were made. 
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 
 

a. KDV – Audit Presentation  
Steve Wischmann, partner with KDV, the City of Sartell’s audit firm, presented a power point 
presentation on the City’s audited financial statements for 2015.  Mr. Wischmann complimented the 
City on its financial management. 

  
 APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL MINUTES: 
a. April 11, 2016 – Regular Meeting 
  
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LYNCH AND SECONDED BY MEMBER HENNES 
APPROVING THE MINUTES OF APRIL 11, 2016 REGULAR MEETING. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
  
CONSENT AGENDA 
 

a. Approval of voucher payments 
b. Approval of Landfill Reporting Proposals 
c. Approval of Purchase of Traffic Counter Unit using Tech Funds 
d. Approve Apple Road Closure 
e. Calling Public Hearing on Interim Use Permit 
f. Approval of Noise Exemption 



  
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER PETERSON AND SECONDED BY MEMBER BRAIG-
LINDSTROM APPROVING CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS A-F.  THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
  
OLD BUSINESS 
None 
  
NEW BUSINESS 
None 
 
CITY COUNCIL UPDATES & MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS  
Council members gave updates on various meetings and community events. 
 
CLOSED SESSION:   
 
At 6:20 p.m. the City Council went into a closed session to consider agreement terms for the 4th Avenue 
South right of way and for the community center land exchange and returned to the Council Chambers 
at 7:32 p.m.  Mayor Nicoll reported that the City Council met in closed session to discuss the acquisition 
of right of way for 4th Avenue South and that no action is being taken by the Council at this time and the 
terms of a potential acquisition are still in negotiation. 
 
Mayor Nicoll reported that the City Council also met in closed session to discuss the exchange of 
property for the community center project. The Council is ready to take action on that item and they are 
considering a resolution outlining the proposed terms as follows: 

 City conveys City’s Heritage parcel and reduces $301,000 in potential future assessments in 
exchange for an improved Community Center site. 

 Initial estimates of this site option of almost $600,000 in deferred assessment, fill elevation and 
road/utility extension costs are included at no additional cost to the City. 

 The City builds 4th Avenue South at our cost and 19th Street South is extended along the entire 
westerly side of community center site at Four Points’ cost. 

 Community Center site gets platted at no cost to City; City’s Heritage site gets conveyed without 
platting.  City reserves all 4th Avenue and Roberts Road rights of way and stormwater easements 
from our Heritage site. 

 City will use the community center site only for community center and related uses and 
ownership will remain in City or governmental entity. 

 City will cooperate in paperwork necessary to acknowledge any donation resulting from this 
exchange at no cost to the City. 

 Closing on or before June 1, 2016, with other standard provisions such as proration of taxes, 
split of closing costs, etc. 

 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER HENNES AND SECONDED BY MEMBER BRAIG-
LINDSTROM APPROVING RESOLUTION 22-2016 AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION AND DISPOSITION 
(EXCHANGE) OF PROPERTY. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE: MAYOR NICOLL, COUNCIL MEMBERS: BRAIG-LINDSTROM, HENNES, LYNCH 
NAY: COUNCIL MEMBER PETERSON 
MOTION CARRIED 



 
ADJOURN 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER PETERSON AND SECONDED BY MEMBER LYNCH TO 
ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 7:35 P.M. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
       Minutes By: 
 
 
       _________________________________ 
       Judy Molitor, Recording Secretary 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
Sarah Jane Nicoll, Mayor  







I.T. Department Monthly Update

Submitted by Rebecca Wicklund

April 2016

I.T. and Technology

General: Our new phone system has been installed.  Most of the technology time this
month was preparing for the upgrade and working with Aitech during the
conversion.  Kelly Hanson took the lead with the P.D. side of the conversion with
Aitech, so many thanks to her for all her help with the setup at the police
department.

Aitech was so great to work with during our conversion and handled any issues
that arose very quickly.

Staff seems to be picking up the new phone system very quickly, so I hope as
staff gets used to it, they enjoy using it more and more every day.

Also, attended a few meetings with the community center architects and
consultants regarding technology for the new community center.

SeeClickFix
The April SeeClickFix monthly report is attached.



SERVICE REQUEST TYPE OPENED ACKNOWLEDGED CLOSED DAYS TO ACK. DAYS TO CLOSE

Sartell, MN

Between Apr 01, 2016 and Apr 30, 2016

7 issues were opened

2 issues were acknowledged

7 issues were closed

The average time to acknowledge was 2.5 days.

The average time to close was 7.7 days.

Park Issue/Maintenance 2 0 2 0.0 2.9

Sidewalk/Bike Path Issue 2 0 2 0.0 0.2

Parking Issue 1 1 1 0.9 0.9

Street Light Out 1 1 1 4.1 4.1

Abandoned Items 0 0 1 0.0 42.7

Pothole 1 0 0 0.0 0.0

Broken Glass 0 0 0 0.0 0.0

Building without a
Permit

0 0 0 0.0 0.0

Burning/Fire Pit Issue 0 0 0 0.0 0.0

Construction Issues 0 0 0 0.0 0.0

Dead Animal Collection 0 0 0 0.0 0.0

Fallen Tree 0 0 0 0.0 0.0

Fire Hydrant Issue 0 0 0 0.0 0.0

Garbage Issues- Private
Property

0 0 0 0.0 0.0

Garbage Issues - Public
Property

0 0 0 0.0 0.0

Graffiti 0 0 0 0.0 0.0

High Grass/Weeds 0 0 0 0.0 0.0

Icy Road Condition 0 0 0 0.0 0.0

Apr 01, 2016 to Apr 30, 2016 1 of 2



GEOGRAPHY OPENED ACKNOWLEDGED CLOSED DAYS TO ACK. DAYS TO CLOSE

Illegal Signs 0 0 0 0.0 0.0

Low Water Pressure 0 0 0 0.0 0.0

Missing Street Sign 0 0 0 0.0 0.0

Noise Issues 0 0 0 0.0 0.0

Other 0 0 0 0.0 0.0

Public Safety Concern 0 0 0 0.0 0.0

Rental Property Issues 0 0 0 0.0 0.0

Request Street Lights 0 0 0 0.0 0.0

Request Street Signs 0 0 0 0.0 0.0

Sediment and Erosion
Control

0 0 0 0.0 0.0

Sewer/Water Backup 0 0 0 0.0 0.0

Snow Plow Issue 0 0 0 0.0 0.0

Special Request 0 0 0 0.0 0.0

Street Cleaning Request 0 0 0 0.0 0.0

Street Light Stuck On 0 0 0 0.0 0.0

Street Repair 0 0 0 0.0 0.0

Traffic Signal Issue 0 0 0 0.0 0.0

Unoperable Vehicles on
Private Property

0 0 0 0.0 0.0

Zoning Issues 0 0 0 0.0 0.0

City boundary 7 2 7 2.5 7.7

City boundary [OLD] 6 1 6 4.1 8.8
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 Sartell Fire Department   

Proudly Serving The City of Sartell since 1920 

Monthly Report for April, 2016 

Meetings & Drills 

04/19/2016 Monthly Drill: Members were of the Department did their annual SCBA Fit Testing. Completed 

the Yearly medical Questionnaire. And timed on donning all of the Firefighters Personal Protective Equipment. 

04/21/2016          Chief and Asst. Chiefs attended the CMFAA April Meeting at the St Stephen Fire Department 

04/24/2016 Fire Department held a Waffle Breakfast at St Francis Xavier School for a Fund Raiser.  The 

turnout from the public was a great success.  

Monthly Incidents: 

Incident  Date  Time   Type of Incident 

16-0000027 04/01/2016 19:53:00       Smoke or odor removal                            

16-0000028 04/02/2016 11:45:00      Smoke or odor removal                          

16-0000029 04/04/2016 01:21:00 Building fire (Mutual Aid)      

16-0000030 04/13/2016 10:15:00 Alarm system sounded due to malfunction   

16-0000031 04/18/2016 10:36:00 Brush or brush-and-grass mixture fire                      

16-0000032  04/24/2016 20:54:00 Mobile property (vehicle) fire, Other                              

16-0000033  04/26/2016 05:54:00 Smoke or odor removal                            

 Year to Date comparison from 2015 (50) incidents 2016 (33) incidents 

Respectfully Submitted By 

Claude Dingmann 1st Asst, Chief 





























RESOLUTION NO.  ________ 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DONATIONS 
 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council deems it advisable and in the best interest 
of the City to accept the following donation(s): 
 

 

 $1,000 from Liberty Savings Bank toward GREAT program 

 $1,000 from Bank Vista toward Teen PAL program 
 

 

 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
SARTELL, that the above donations are hereby accepted by the City, and the 
following conditions, if any, are placed on the use of the gifts: None 
 
 
ADOPTED BY THE SARTELL CITY COUNCIL THIS 9th DAY OF MAY, 2016. 
 
 
 
      _____________________________ 
      MAYOR 
ATTEST: 
 

 
 
___________________________ 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
 
 
 
 
SEAL 
 

 









SARTELL    AGENDA 

CITY COUNCIL   COVER SHEET 
 
Originating Department:  

Police Department 

 
Meeting Date:  

May 9, 2016 

 
Agenda Item No. 

     6j 
 
Agenda Section:  Consent 

 
Item:  Police Officer 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  Appointment of budgeted police officer. 

 

 

 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION:  Council authorized hiring process in December of 2015. 

 

 

 

 

BACKGROUND:  The City’s 2016 budget provided for the addition of two more officers and 

the Council authorized the hiring process in late 2015.  You have appointed one new officer 

already and the Chief has a second finalist who will be recommended for appointment, subject to 

final background checks before Monday night.  The Chief will deliver his final recommendation 

with named appointment for your Monday night meeting. 

 

 

 

BUDGET/FISCAL IMPACT:  The City’s 2016 budget incorporated these staff additions so 

there are no budget impacts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNCIL ACTIONS REQUESTED:  Consent agenda approval serves as approval of the 

appointment.  If item is removed from Consent, separate motion is requested approving police 

officer appointment.   

 

 

 

 

 



SARTELL    AGENDA 

CITY COUNCIL   COVER SHEET 
 
Originating Department:  

Personnel Committee 

 
Meeting Date:  

May 9, 2016 

 
Agenda Item No. 

     6k 
 
Agenda Section:  Consent 

 
Item:  Public Works Appointments 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  Pending final Personnel Committee scoring, potential appointment of 

internal candidates for public works supervisory positions. 

 

 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION:  Council authorized hiring process. 

 

 

BACKGROUND:  The City Council authorized the process to fill two supervisory positions in 

the public works department – maintenance supervisor and utilities supervisor.  The Personnel 

Committee is following the internal hiring process spelled out in our Union contracts and, 

pending interviews taking place this week and final scoring process, they may be recommending 

internal candidates to be promoted for one or both positions.  We will bring a final 

recommendation to your May 9th meeting.  If we do not recommend internal candidates, we will 

begin the external recruitment and selection process for future Council consideration.  

 

 

BUDGET/FISCAL IMPACT:  The existing 2016 budget covers these two positions with no 

impacts.  

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  None 

 

 

 

COUNCIL ACTION REQUESTED:  Final action will be clarified on Monday night for this 

consent agenda item.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



SARTELL    AGENDA 

CITY COUNCIL   COVER SHEET 
 
Originating Department:  

Planning Department 

 
Meeting Date:  

May 9, 2016 

 
Agenda Item No. 

     6l 

 
Agenda Section:  

Consent 

 
Item:   

Calling the annual Public Hearing for the NPDES Phase 2 Stormwater 

Permit  

RECOMMENDATION:  
Call a public hearing to receive input on the City’s Stormwater Permit 

 

BOARD/COMMISSION/COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: 

NA 

 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION: 

 NA 

 

BACKGROUND:    

The National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Phase II program is a federally mandated 

program established by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to implement and maintain stormwater 

management activities though a permitting mechanism in the City of Sartell.  The permit requires the City to 

incorporate six minimum control measures into a storm water pollution prevention plan (SWPPP), which also 

needs to be updated on a yearly basis. Those six control measures include:  Public Education and Outreach, 

Public Participation/Involvement, Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination, Construction Site Runoff 

Control, Post-Construction Runoff Control, and Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping. These measures 

are expected to result in significant reductions of pollutants discharged into receiving water bodies.   

 

The City is required to hold a public hearing to gain input on the SWPPP as part of the public participation 

and involvement control measure.   

 

 

BUDGET/FISCAL IMPACT:  

NA 
 

ATTACHMENTS:    
1.  Resolution 

 

Council Action Requested:   

Consent agenda approval calls the public hearings.  If item is removed from Consent, separate motion is 

requested calling the public hearing. 

 

 



 

RESOLUTION NO. 

 

 

 

 RESOLUTION SETTING PUBLIC HEARING ON 

NPDES PHASE II PERMIT  

 

 

  WHEREAS, as part of the requirement for the NPDES Phase II requirements, all 

MS4’s are required to have an annual meeting and allow public input on the City’s proposed 

SWPPP.  

  WHEREAS, the posting of the public hearing shall be a minimum of 30 days prior 

to the public hearing date and time. 

 

  WHEREAS, after a brief background report by staff, the council will open the 

public hearing to the public for input.  

 

  WHEREAS, additional input may be collected from the public through the mail, 

email or phone calls to the Sartell Planning Department. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF SARTELL, 

MINNESOTA:  The council will consider approving the NPDES Phase II Permit, after a public 

hearing has been held. Such hearing will be held on June 13, 2016, at 6:00 P.M., or as soon 

thereafter as the matter may be heard. 

 

ADOPTED BY THE SARTELL CITY COUNCIL THIS 9th DAY OF MAY, 2016 

 

 

     

       _____________________________________  

       Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

__________________________________  

Administrator 

 

 

 

 

 

SEAL 

 

 



 CERTIFICATION 

 

I, Patti Gartland, Administrator of the City of Sartell, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy 

of a resolution adopted by the Council of the City of Sartell at a regular meeting held on the 9TH____day 

of______May_______________, 2016. 

        ____________________________________  

       Mary Degiovanni 

        Administrator 

        City of Sartell, Minnesota 

 



SARTELL    AGENDA 

CITY COUNCIL   COVER SHEET 
 
Originating Department:  

Fire Department 

 
Meeting Date:  

May 9, 2016 

 
Agenda Item No. 

    6m 
 
Agenda Section:  Consent 

 
Item:  Appointment of Firefighters 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  Approval of conditional appointment of Cory Eggert and Trent 

Dirkes as firefighters effective upon completion of pre-employment testing. 

 

 

 

BACKGROUND:  The Fire Department followed their hiring policies and interviewed 

candidates with a recommendation to the Council to conditionally appoint Cory Eggert and Trent 

Dirkes. 

 

 

 

BUDGET/FISCAL IMPACT:  None 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  None 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNCIL ACTION REQUESTED:  Consent agenda approval serves as approval of the 

conditional appointment.  If item is removed from Consent, separate motion is requested approving 

conditional appointment. 

 

 

 





































































































































 
 
 
 
  engineering planning environmental construction 4140 Thielman Lane 

 Suite 204 
 St. Cloud, MN  56301 
 Tel:  320-252-4900    
      Fax: 320-252-3100 

 
St. Cloud   Minneapolis  St. Paul 

Equal Opportunity Employer 
 wsbeng.com  
 
  X:\Sartell\Council Memos\2016-5-9.docx 

Memorandum 
 

 
To: Mayor and Council Members 
From: Mike Nielson, City Engineer 
Date: May 9, 2016 
Re: Monthly Update 
 WSB Project No.  2174-00 

 
 
2nd Street S  Roundabout: A shrinkage crack has developed in the concrete paving on the west 
side of the roundabout.  The contractor has reviewed the cracks and will be providing a schedule 
for completing the repair. The repair will require the closure of the southbound  inside lane for a  
period of 4 days.   
 
Benton County CSAH 29/ Benton Drive Improvements:  Last months memo informed you 
that Benton County will be resurfacing CSAH 29 from Benton Drive to TH 15 in 2018.  To 
assist us with assessing the condtion of the pipe a contractor televised the sanitary sewer pipe 
throughout this segement of roadway.  A break in the pipe was discovered to the west of 4th Ave 
NE.  The brokend segement of pipe will need to be repaired as soon as possible.  
 
19th Avenue N & 21st Street N – Quotes will be solicited from area contractors and presented to 
the council for consideration at the May 23rd meeting.  
 
Development: 

 
Arbor Trails – Work is progressing on this development.  The curb & gutter is scheduled for the 
week of May 9th.       
 
Avalon 9- Utility work has begun on this development.  It is aniticipated that all work will be 
completed in 30-days.  
 
Providence Phase 1 – The contractor is waiting for the ground to dry out before resuming work 
on this development.  
 
Providence Phase 2- The developer has submitted preliminary plans for Phase 2.  Their goal is 
to begin construction on this phase in August of this year.  
 
I plan on attending the council meeting, however if you have any questions before the meeting 
please call me at 293-2989. 



Community Development Department Update 
May 2016 

Anita Rasmussen, AICP  
 
Televising Commission Meeting(s) Feedback 
As requested by the Council, the Planning and Economic Development Commission 
discussed the possibility of having their meetings televised.  The consensus of both 
commissions was to not televise the meetings unless it was at the direction of the 
Council.  While both commissions desired transparency and providing the public with an 
additional means of learning about what is happening in the community, they felt that 
because they are an advisory body to the Council, they did not want to misconstrue their 
role to the public and create confusion over their actions versus actions taken by the 
Council.    
 
Business Survey 
In order to have a better handle on the needs and concerns of our business community, 
we had created a survey which was first administered starting two months ago.  As of 
recently, the key findings are as follows: 

 39 responses out of 148 for a 26% response rate. 

 42% of respondents have been in Sartell 10-20 years  

 Not a single company forecasts their # of employees to decrease in the next year 

 51% expect # to increase while 49% expect number to stay the same 

 65% of companies said the average wages for employees was $25k-$50k 

 42% of respondents said employees reside in Sartell. 23% said employees 

reside outside of the St. Cloud area 

 51% of clients are from Sartell while over 30% are from areas outside St. Cloud 

 Issues with hiring employees top three: 

o Employees do not want to live in Central MN 

o Lack of qualifications 

o Limited candidate pool 

 3.76 was average satisfaction score from 1-5  

 Top factors in satisfaction 

o Physical location 

o People 

o Community/city employees and elected officials 

 Top factors in dissatisfaction 

o Permit fees 

o Signage requirements 

o High taxes 

 
Development 
A conditional use permit has been submitted to install a 5 MW solar garden in the 
northern portion of Sartell.  The application is not complete from the standpoint of 
moving forward due to the fact that the applicant will have to plat the property.  The 
applicant did hold a neighborhood meeting which was attended by approximately 20 



people.  Concerns and issues which were discussed include property value impact, 
screening, future decommission process and safety. 
 
Beekeeping  
The Planning Commission has recommended that a bee ordinance is considered for 
adoption by the City Council. Also, to providing text amendments, the Commission 
requested that staff determine and prepare how the implementation, permitting and 
enforcement would be completed if the ordinance were to be adopted.  I anticipate the 
public hearing for that ordinance amendment to occur in July. 
 
 
Heritage Drive/County Road 1 Project 
Approximately 30 people attended the open house for this roadway project.  Most of the 
questions concerned the ability to get access to their homes during the construction, 
along with confirming detour routes with the attendees.  
 
 
Comprehensive Plan Update 
Planning Commission reviewed the proposed amendments as suggested by staff and 
the public input received thus so far.  The proposed changes include: 
 
Introductions 

1. Add the Regional Active Living Advisory Group (RALAG) Regional Active Transportation 
Plan – November 2015 

2. Adjust to reference that it is a 2016 plan (hopefully). 
3. Add demographics (Appendix). 

 
Communications and Engagement 

1. Schedule a minimum of 2 joint meetings between the Commission and the Council per 
year to ensure the exchange of communication, priorities, goals and plans are discussed. 
(Text Change) 

2. Create a specific branding strategy which capitalizes on the success of our students in 
our community. (Text Change) 

3. Quarterly or semi-annual electronic newsletter to highlight what is going on in the City 
and Neighborhoods, could include decisions made by the Commission(s) and Council. 
(Text Change). 

4. Create infographics and other communication pieces describing facts surrounding 
certain housing types, new developments, etc. (Text Change) 

5. Goal 3 – Brand - active living, active transportation and recreation opportunities (bike 
trails, bike lanes, sidewalks),  access to healthy food (farmer’s market, community 
gardens, grocery stores) and healthcare facilities. (Text Change) 

 
Economic Development 

1. Create a specific branding strategy which capitalizes on the success of our students in 
our community. (Text Change) 

2. Include a chronological timeline of decisions and action items related to the 
downtown/town center concept (Appendix) 



3. Review standards through a study and by a task force which reviews current standards 
and uses for vacant or underutilized heavy industrial areas (I-2) and require master 
plans for the development of any I-2 properties. The study could exclude existing 
operational businesses.  (Interim Ordinance) 

4. Ensure city policies promote a healthy quality of life. (Text Change) 

5. Goal 1.  Further describe “quality of life” to include health and wellness aspects 
of quality of life in that description.  (Text Change) 

Public Safety 
No Changes Proposed 
 
Planning 

1. Monitor secondary and primary growth areas based on new community facility (school 
or otherwise) placement and propose adjustments as necessary. (Text Change) 

2. Review the former paper mill property for a potential public use (some or all). (Interim 
Ordinance) 

3. Unused land could be allowed to be used for agriculture/gardens. (Text Change) 
 

Community Culture 
1. Rephrasing Goal 5 to, “Become a healthy living community.”  Add continue to enhance 

Sartell as an active living community.  (Text Change) 
2. Adding Stearns and Benton County Public Health to the list of partners in Strategy 

5.1. (Text Change)  
3. Add “Ensure residents have access to healthy, locally-grown food” as a strategy. (Text 

Change) 
4. Add “Ensure residents have access to health care facilities” as a strategy. (Text Change) 
5. Add “Ensure residents have access clean air and tobacco-free common spaces” as a 

strategy(Text Change) 

Transportation 
No Changes Proposed 
 
Parks and Open Space 

1.  Include findings created by the school district and the city relating to space and amenity 
needs (Appendix) 

2. Include a chronological timeline of park plan adoption/amendments (Appendix) 
3. Include the former paper mill property in a study for a review of uses, including any 

potential public use  (Interim Ordinance) 

4. Goal 4: The Regional Active Living Advisory Group (RALAG) we recommend 
adding as a partner for connections and trails. (Text Change) 

Community Facilities 
No Changes Proposed 
 
 



The completed draft will go before the Planning Commission in June for a final 
recommendation.  The anticipated next public hearing will be July 11th.  
 





















SARTELL    AGENDA 

CITY COUNCIL   COVER SHEET 
 
Originating Department:  

Administration 

 
Meeting Date:  

May 9, 2016 

 
Agenda Item No. 

     12 
 
Agenda Section:  Closed Session 

 
Item:  Property Negotiations 

 
 
BACKGROUND:  The Council will meet in closed session to discuss potential terms for the City 
acquisition of the Sartell-LeSauk Government Center property, which is currently owned by the 
Government Center entity consisting of 60% City and 40% LeSauk Township ownership. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COUNCIL ACTION REQUESTED:  Discussion of possible purchase terms in closed session.  Upon 
completion of Council discussion, meeting will be re-opened for possible approval action or to 
announce negotiations will continue and no action is being taken. 
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