
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MNUTES OF NOVEMBER 23, 2015 

 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Sartell City Council was held on 

November 23, 2015 in the Council Chambers of Sartell City Hall.  Mayor Sarah Jane Nicoll called the 

meeting to order at 6: 00 p.m. 

COUNCIL PRESENT: Mayor Nicoll, Council Members: Braig-Lindstrom, Hennes, Lynch, Peterson 
COUNCIL ABSENT: None 
ALSO PRESENT:  Mary Degiovanni, City Administrator 
   Anita Rasmussen, Community Development Director 
   Mike Nielson, Engineer 
   Jim Hughes, Police Chief 
   Brad Borders, Public Works Director 
   Judy Molitor, Secretary 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
AGENDA REVIEW AND ADOPTION 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BRAIG-LINDSTROM AMENDING THE AGENDA TO ADD A 
DISCUSSON ON THE PARKING LOT AT BERNICK’S ARENA. THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY MEMBER 
PETERSON.  UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE: MAYOR NICOLL, COUNCIL MEMBERS: BRAIG-LINDSTROM, LYNCH, PETERSON 
NAY: COUNCIL MEMBER HENNES 
MOTION CARRIED 
  
OPEN FORUM/PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
The following public comments were made: 
Joe Perske spoke in favor of moving forward with a GRRL branch in Sartell.  
Sebastian Lau, 12 years old, talked about the need for a library in Sartell. 
 
APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LYNCH AND SECONDED BY MEMBER HENNES                                         
APPROVING THE MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 9, 2015. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Approval of voucher payments 
b. Acceptance of Donations 
c. Approval of 2016 Liquor License Renewals 
d. Resolution Establishing a Convention & Visitor’s Bureau Advisory Board 
e. Authorizing survey Work for East Side Streets project 
f. Calling Public Hearing on a Right Of Way Plat 
g. Intersection improvement Agreement 

 



Consent Agenda Item “g” was removed with the amended agenda. 
Council member Braig-Lindstrom removed consent agenda items “c” and “d” for separate discussion. 
Council member Hennes removed consent agenda item “e” for separate discussion. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BRAIG-LINDSTROM AND SECONDED BY MEMBER 
PETERSON APPROVING CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS a, b and f. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

Consent Agenda Item c - Approval of 2016 Liquor License Renewals 
 
Council member Braig-Lindstrom asked about approving Liquor License renewals without completed 
paperwork included in the Council packet. Degiovanni explained that Council can opt not to approve, or 
can approve subject to staff’s review/approval of required paperwork for completion. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCL MEMBER LYNCH AND SECONDED BY MEMBER HENNES 
APPROVING CONSENT AGENDA ITEM C. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE: MAYOR NICOLL, COUNCIL MEMBERS LYNCH, HENNES, PETERSON 
NAY: COUNCIL MEMBER BRAIG-LINDSTROM 
MOTION CARRIED 
  

Consent Agenda Item d - Resolution Establishing a Convention & Visitor’s Bureau Advisory Board 
 
Council member Braig-Lindstrom asked for clarification on the rationale for the Advisory Board. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER PETERSON AND SECONDED BY MEMBER LYNCH 
APPROVING CONSENT AGENDA ITEM d. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

Consent Agenda Item e - Authorizing Survey Work for East Side Streets project 
 
Council member Hennes attended the open house informational meeting for the East Side street project 
and made the following suggestions: Notices to the east side residents should be on City of Sartell 
letterhead rather than WSB letterhead, we should keep residents well informed with open house 
meetings (as many as needed) so they can plan ahead for assessment costs, and we should work to 
ensure residents understand how the assessment policy affects their property. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER HENNES AND SECONDED BY MEMBER BRAIG-
LINDSTROM APPROVING CONSENT AGENDA ITEM e. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS - None 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

a. Community Center and Library 
 
Community Center 
Lyle Mathiasen presented and answered questions on the operations estimates for the Community 
Center.  Council members gave some ideas and discussed hours of operation, snow removal, lawn 
maintenance, use of building by other organizations and fees to be charged. There was discussion of 
whether community center operations timing works for creation of a City recreation department, as well 



as budgeting for more personnel in the community center.  Consensus was to continue discussions with 
School District about joint recreational operations before deciding whether/when to create a separate 
City recreation department.  Council majority agreed to defer City recreation department discussions to 
allow time for options to be explored with School District.  Staff confirmed that Community Center 
operational estimates will be plugged into City’s Financial Management Plan. 
 
Library         
Commissioner Mark Bromenschenkel, Chairman of the GRRL Board, and Karen Pundsack, Executive 
Director of GRRL, responded to questions of the Council about GRRL partnership on a Sartell library.  
Potential library locations were mentioned, and the Community Center site was not acceptable to GRRL, 
but Commissioner Bromenschenkel indicated Bernick’s Arena site and City Hall site were acceptable.   
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY MAYOR NICOLL AND SECONDED BY MEMBER HENNES THAT WE DON’T 
DISCUSS AS A COUNCIL THE LIBRARY TOPIC, UNLESS REQUESTED BY GREAT RIVER, UNTIL GRRL HAS 
COMPLETED THEIR ASSESSMENT PLAN. 
 
Members discussed sales tax projections and flexibility in future bonding for community needs.  
Commissioner Bromenschenkel thought it would be beneficial for GRRL Board members to see the 
community center plans.  Council member Hennes recommended Council and staff sit down with GRRL 
and talk about the community center plans as well as the City’s growth information.  Braig Lindstrom 
was opposed to presenting those plans to GRRL Board members in case it aggravated the situation and 
she suggested an amended motion to include a statement that we won’t present GRRL with the 
community center information.  Hennes withdrew his recommendation so no amendment to Mayor 
Nicoll’s motion was needed since the motion did not include anything about presenting more 
information to GRRL.  UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE: MAYOR NICOLL, COUNCIL MEMBERS LYNCH, HENNES, BRAIG LINDSTROM 
NAY: COUNCIL MEMBER PETERSON 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

a. 2016 COUNCIL BOARD & COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS 
 
Mayor and Council members made suggested changes to the Board and Commission appointments to 
be effective in 2016.  The consensus resolution for 2016 appointments will be brought back for consent 
agenda at the December 14th meeting. 
 
CITY COUNCIL UPDATES 
 
Council members gave updates on various meetings and community events. In an attempt to have 
various areas of the City represented on the Council, Council member Braig-Lindstrom asked for 
consideration of a ward system and seven Council members rather than five.  Staff will send statutory 
requirements to Council and they can bring the topic up if there is interest in pursuing. 
 
AMENDED AGENDA ITEM - PINECONE REGIONAL PARK, PARKING LOT UPGRADES 
 
Council member Braig-Lindstrom amended the agenda to add a discussion on the status of the parking 
lot upgrades for Pinecone Regional Park. Member Braig-Lindstrom asked about alternative plans for 
upgrading the parking lot due to concerns about existing floodplain on the site.  Council member Hennes 



suggested possibly lighting the trail and arena users could park at City Hall and use the trail to the arena. 
Engineer Nielson suggested the Council wait for the Engineer’s study to be completed prior to seeking 
alternative plans. 
 
ADJOURN 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LYNCH AND SECONDED BY MEMBER BRAIG-LINDSTROM 
TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 8:11 P.M.  THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
       Minutes By: 
 
 
 
       _____________________________________ 
       Judy Molitor, Recording Secretary 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Sarah Jane Nicoll, Mayor 


