
November 9, 2015 
 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 9, 2015 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Sartell City Council was held 
on November 9, 2015 in the Council Chambers of Sartell City Hall. Mayor Sarah Jane Nicoll 
called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT: Mayor Nicoll, Council members: Braig-Lindstrom, Hennes, Lynch, 

Peterson 
ABSENT:  None 
ALSO PRESENT: Mary Degiovanni, City Administrator 
   Anita Rasmussen, Community Development Director 

Mike Nielson, Engineer 
Jim Hughes, Police Chief 

   
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
  
AGENDA REVIEW AND ADOPTION   
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BRAIG LINDSTROM AND SECONDED BY 
MEMBER PETERSON TO ADOPT THE AMENDED AGENDA WITH THE ADDITION OF 
COMMUNITY CENTER AS ITEM 8B.  THE MOTION CARRIED WITH NICOLL, BRAIG LINDSTROM, 
HENNES & PETERSON IN FAVOR AND LYNCH OPPOSED. 
 
OPEN FORUM/PUBLIC COMMENT  
Joe Perske, Sartell, spoke about the past efforts toward a library in Sartell.  
 
Henry Symornski, Sartell, spoke about the benefits of libraries throughout history and today. 
 
Zurya Anjum, Sartell, spoke in support of a GRRL branch library at City Hall or the School’s 
District Service Center. 
 
I-Jung Lee, Sartell, Minnesota, spoke in favor of a GRRL branch library in Sartell. 
 
APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

a. October 26, 2015 -  Regular Meeting 
   
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BRAIG LINDSTROM AND SECONDED BY 
MEMBER LYNCH APPROVING THE MINUTES AS PRESENTED. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY.     
 
CONSENT AGENDA  

a. Building Permit Activity Report – Acceptance 
b. Inspections Activity Report – Acceptance 
c. Technology Report – Acceptance 
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d. Fire Department Report - Acceptance 
e. Approval of voucher payments 
f. Approval of Sale and Purchase of Public Works Equipment 
g. Rebid SRTS 
h. Change Order #1 Pinecone Rd Phase 2 
i. Calling Annual Govt Center & special joint LeSauk meetings on Nov 16th starting at 6:30 pm 

and calling special meeting for training workshop with Greg Vandal on Nov 24th at 5:00 pm 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER HENNES AND SECONDED BY MEMBER LYNCH 
APPROVING CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS A-I, WITH THE DELETION OF ITEM F.   THE MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.    
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

a. Fee Schedule and Financial Management Plan 
Mayor Nicoll opened the public hearing at 6:16 pm.  Jane DeAustin of the CMBA requested 
reconsideration of SAC/WAC increases, particularly due to the new survey requirements.  She 
also gave brief update on area building activity.  There being no one else wishing to speak and 
no written testimony, the Mayor closed the public hearing at 6:19 pm.  Council member Braig 
Lindstrom asked if SAC/WAC increases ease the deficit concerns we fact in annual debt service 
and Administrator Degiovanni responded those amounts aren’t significant enough to impact 
the hundreds of thousands of dollars that number of connections generate. 
 

b. Conditional Use Permit – Solar Garden 
Community Development Director Rasmussen presented the overview.  Council member 
Hennes asked about financial security to ensure removal of the solar panels when needed.  
Gordy Simanton from SolarStone suggested a 25 year bond of $125,000.  Mayor Nicoll asked 
about any health concerns related to the panels and Mr. Simanton indicated that there were 
not known concerns.  Council member Braig Lindstrom asked about footings impacting the 
landfill areas and Mr. Simanton responded that very little concrete is actually used and the 
MPCA reviews and approves.  Staff also confirmed that the solar garden does not interfere with 
our planned 4th Avenue extension and that the site is already monitored per MPCA 
requirements and that would continue.  The Mayor opened the public hearing at 6:30 pm.  The 
following individuals testified: 
 
Ross Pihlaja, 652 7th Ave. S., confirmed that Sartell Holdco is an entity related to SolarStone and 
that the City and SPX own the ground and will receive lease payments from SolarStone.  The 
company is likely to make no changes to the existing fence. 
 
Chris Byrd, 648 7th Street S., expressed similar concerns about fencing and minimization of 
lighting.  No lighting is currently planned other than 4th Ave. street extension lighting. 
 
William Anderson, 630 7th Street South asked about placing these on landfills and City Engineer 
responded that their actual placement is focused on the unused portion of the landfills. 
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Darrin Vossen, 624 7th Street S., asked about studies on property value impacts.  Mr. Simanton 
responded no evidence other than a study of wind turbines showing minimal impacts and those 
are much taller and higher profile than solar panels. 
 
Todd Burgess, 642 7th Street S., asked about construction access and it will be the 4th Ave. South 
right of way. 
 
Peter Mugg, 654 7th Street S., asked about impact on wildlife.  Mr. Simanton responded that 
there is a 30 foot space between rows and their planned lack of fencing additions will also likely 
help maintain existing wildlife corridors. 
 
Brian Donnay, 679 Heritage Drive, asked about the reflection angle, wetland disturbance, and 
project funding.  Mr. Simanton responded that NRG is the financial partner, that the panel 
angle is 30 degrees but if reflecting, they aren’t doing their job, and that they are coated to 
reduce reflectivity.  5 airports have solar panels on their property, and a study done shows glare 
was 30% compared to snow at 95%, asphalt and grass at 25%.  Mike confirmed that these are 
not natural wetlands and one is actually an old sewage lagoon so any wetland replacement is 
minimal and still being determined. 
 
There being no one else wishing to speak and no written testimony, the Mayor closed the 
public hearing at 6:50 pm.  Council member Peterson confirmed with applicant that noise 
would not be an issue and Council member Lynch confirmed with staff that the City would not 
require additional lighting or fencing so those should also be non-issues for neighborhood 
impact.   
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BRAIG LINDSTROM AND SECONDED BY 
MEMBER LYNCH TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION ADOPTING FINDINGS OF FACT.  THE MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER HENNES AND SECONDED BY MEMBER LYNCH 
TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION APPROVING CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT.  THE MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

a. Vacation and Conditional Use Permit 
Community Development Director Rasmussen overviewed the applicant’s requests.  Council 
member Hennes confirmed the applicant will pay their share of road costs and Engineer also 
stated that traffic signal at this intersection has been discussed with and reviewed by Stearns 
County as their preferred control even though Benton County is using roundabout on other side 
of bridge.  Council member Braig Lindstrom didn’t like that location for a gas station, and 
Council member Peterson was concerned with a car wash so close to residents. 
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A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LYNCH AND SECONDED BY MEMBER HENNES 
TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION APPROVING VACATION REQUESTS.  UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, 
THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE: MAYOR NICOLL, COUNCIL MEMBERS HENNES, LYNCH AND PETERSON 
NAY: COUNCIL MEMBER BRAIG-LINDSTROM  
THE MOTION CARRIED. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LYNCH AND SECONDED BY MEMBER HENNES 
TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION APPROVING CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT.  UPON VOTE BEING 
TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE: MAYOR NICOLL, COUNCIL MEMBERS HENNES AND LYNCH 
NAY: COUNCIL MEMBERS BRAIG-LINDSTROM AND PETERSON 
THE MOTION CARRIED. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER HENNES AND SECONDED BY MEMBER LYNCH 
TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION APPROVING FINDINGS OF FACT.  UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE 
FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE: MAYOR NICOLL, COUNCIL MEMBERS HENNES AND LYNCH 
NAY: COUNCIL MEMBERS BRAIG-LINDSTROM AND PETERSON 
THE MOTION CARRIED. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LYNCH AND SECONDED BY MEMBER HENNES 
TO ADOPT THE AMENDMENT TO THE DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT AND THE AMENDMENT TO 
THE EASEMENT AGREEMENT.  UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE: MAYOR NICOLL, COUNCIL MEMBERS HENNES AND LYNCH 
NAY: COUNCIL MEMBERS BRAIG-LINDSTROM AND PETERSON 
THE MOTION CARRIED. 
 

b. Community Center 
Council member Braig Lindstrom asked about duplicating resources or competing with private 
sector in our community center plans.  Mayor Nicoll feels we have been very careful not to 
duplicate or compete and that we have met with School officials numerous times and will 
continue to do so to ensure best results.  Council member Hennes mentioned that the Schools 
already have 12,000 square feet of library space and so that is another area we can work in 
partnership on and he also disagreed our plans compete with the private sector.  Council 
member Peterson was fine with looking at developing a rental policy for City Hall, but is also 
concerned about community center operating costs and what rental charges we will collect at 
that facility.   
 
The Council also discussed the importance of library space and whether money should be 
allocated to that in advance of any GRRL decisions.  A MOTION WAS MADE BY MAYOR NICOLL 
AND SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER LYNCH TO DELAY ANY FURTHER DISCUSSION OF CITY 
FINANCIAL COMMITMENT TO GRRL BRANCH UNTIL GRRL ASSESSMENT WORK IS COMPLETE.  
Council member Peterson expressed concern that it could cause delays.  City Administrator 
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Degiovanni noted that there will still be sales tax funds available in addition to the community 
center budget, even using the 3% inflator estimates, and the Council certainly has discretion to 
utilize a different inflator if they are comfortable with shortfall risks. So they don’t need to 
make an allocation now in order to preserve funds or lose them – they will still have flexibility 
when GRRL makes its assessment plans final.  Member Braig Lindstrom felt a dollar amount did 
not have to be hard and fast but would show intent. 
 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE: MAYOR NICOLL, COUNCIL MEMBERS HENNES, BRAIG LINDSTROM AND LYNCH 
NAY: COUNCIL MEMBER PETERSON 
THE MOTION CARRIED. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BRAIG LINDSTROM AND SECONDED BY 
MEMBER PETERSON TO HAVE THE COMMUNITY CENTER ON EVERY COUNCIL AGENDA.  
Council member Lynch questioned the logic of placing an item on every agenda even when it 
doesn’t need discussion.  UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE: COUNCIL MEMBERS BRAIG-LINDSTROM AND PETERSON  
NAY: MAYOR NICOLL, COUNCIL MEMBERS HENNES AND LYNCH 
THE MOTION FAILED 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Chief Hughes presented their monthly memorandum and noted the high level of interest in 
neighborhood watch program. 
   
PUBLIC WORKS 
The monthly report was included in packets.  Staff was asked to add Sunday hours for compost 
site in 2016, and possibly reduce other hours that aren’t highly used. 
 
CITY ENGINEER 
Engineer Nielson presented his monthly memorandum.  Council member Braig Lindstrom asked 
about the sufficiency of the red concrete crosswalks on 2nd Street South and Council member 
Peterson would like pricing on flashing pedestrian lights.  Engineer will have reflective cones or 
signage at the new Heritage & Scout roundabouts until permanent lighting is installed. 
 
Engineer Nielson also explained the floodplain issues on the ice arena site and the need for a 
conditional use permit because the planned parking lot will be within the flood fringe.  A 
MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER PETERSON AND SECONDED BY MEMBER BRAIG 
LINDSTROM TO APPROVE THE EXPENDITURE OF $4,000 FOR STUDY AND $1,500 FOR 
MITIGATION PLAN.  THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
Director Rasmussen presented her monthly memorandum, including public input results from 
community center open house and virtual open house.   
  
CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
Administrator Degiovanni presented her report.   
 
CITY COUNCIL UPDATES & MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
Council members gave updates on various meetings and community events and Council 
member Peterson acknowledged veterans and their families in honor of Veteran’s Day. 
 
ADJOURN 
  
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BRAIG LINDSTROM AND SECONDED BY 
MEMBER LYNCH TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 8:09 P.M. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
  
       Minutes By 
 
 
       _________________________________ 
       Mary Degiovanni 

City Administrator 
        
_______________________________ 
Sarah Jane Nicoll 
Mayor 


