
September 28, 2015 
 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 28, 2015 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Sartell City Council was held on 

September 28, 2015 in the Council Chambers of Sartell City Hall. Mayor Sarah Jane Nicoll called the 

meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

COUNCIL PRESENT: Mayor Nicoll, Council members: Braig-Lindstrom, Hennes, Lynch, and Peterson 
ABSENT:  None 
ALSO PRESENT:  Mary Degiovanni, City Administrator 
   Anita Rasmussen, Community Development Director 

Dale Struffert, Deputy Police Chief 
Brad Borders, Public Works Director 
Mike Nielson, Engineer 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
AGENDA REVIEW AND ADOPTION   
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER PETERSON AND SECONDED BY MEMBER BRAIG 
LINDSTROM APPROVING THE AGENDA WITH THE ADDITION OF LIBRARY DISCUSSION AS ITEM 8C.  THE 
MOTION CARRIED WITH PETERSON, BRAIG LINDSTROM AND HENNES IN FAVOR AND LYNCH AND 
NICOLL OPPOSED. 
 
OPEN FORUM/PUBLIC COMMENT  
    
Kevin Brink of INH asked the Council to consider the former mill site and the mill landfill site for City 
purchase. 
 
Nancy Van Erp expressed support for a Sartell branch GRRL library. 
 
Amanda Schreiner expressed support for the chosen community center location but without a 
traditional branch library and instead something smaller and more innovative. 
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 
Ethan Berndt presented his proposed Eagle Scout project to install split rail fencing at Pinecone Central 
Park.  Staff will ensure the fence location won’t conflict with future ballfields or ski trails.  The Council 
thanked Ethan for his work. 
 
Elizabeth Wefel from Flaherty & Hood, representing the Coalition of Greater MN Cities, gave an 
overview of the 2015 legislative session and responded to Council questions about the session and what 
she sees coming in 2016. 
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APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
a. September 14, 2015 – Regular Meeting  

   
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER PETERSON AND SECONDED BY MEMBER HENNES         
APPROVING THE MINUTES WITH REVISIONS REQUESTED BY PETERSON & BRAIG LINDSTROM.  THE 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.     
 
CONSENT AGENDA  

a. Approval of voucher payments 
b. Approval of Fund Transfers 
c. Mulligan’s Events Center – 2015 Fireworks Permit Extension 

 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER BRAIG LINDSTROM AND SECONDED BY MEMBER LYNCH             
APPROVING CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 6a-6c.   THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.    
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

a. Vacation and Conditional Use Permit – Kwik Trip 
Community Development Director Anita Rasmussen provided an overview of the applicant’s request.  
Mayor Nicoll opened the public hearing at 7:45 pm.  Joann Kock of 15 Riverside Avenue South, 
expressed concern about the car wash noise level.  There being no one else wishing to speak, Mayor 
Nicoll closed the public hearing at 7:47 pm.  
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY LYNCH AND SECONDED BY HENNES TO TABLE THE ISSUE TO THE COUNCIL’S 
OCTOBER 12, 2015 MEETING AS REQUESTED BY THE APPLICANT.  THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

b. Delinquent Accounts 
Mayor Nicoll opened the public hearing at 7:48 pm.  There being no one wishing to speak, Mayor Nicoll 
closed the public hearing at 7:48 pm.  
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY HENNES APPROVING RESOLUTION ADOPTING ASSESSMENT OF 
DELINQUENT ACCOUNTS. THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY MEMBER LYNCH.  THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

a. 6th Street Trail Improvement Consideration 
City Engineer Nielson explained the trail request and updated the Council on discussions with Stearns 
County which he would like to continue to pursue relating to the County’s potential to help reduce the 
cost of the project by using their own day labor to complete some of the work. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY HENNES AND SECONDED BY BRAIG LINDSTROM TO CONTINUE TO WORK 
WITH STEARNS COUNTY TOWARD FINAL COST ESTIMATES TO BRING BACK TO COUNCIL FOR 
CONSIDERATION OF POTENTIAL 2016 CONSTRUCTION.  THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

b. Roundabout Video 
City Engineer Nielson shared a video made by WSB using the new 2nd Street South roundabout to show 
proper vehicular navigation of that roundabout. 
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c. Library Discussion 
Councilmember Peterson asked Council members to share their thoughts on the potential for a GRRL 
library branch. 
 
Mayor Nicoll said she is disappointed in GRRL’s requirements after years of the Council discussing a 
more innovative branch for Sartell.  She has talked to many people about this over the years and does 
not find as much interest in a full, traditional library branch for Sartell.  The 2006 survey preceded the 
construction of the large St. Cloud library and she feels a smaller, innovative branch or GRRL 
programming at the Community Center makes more sense for Sartell. 
 
Council member Hennes also expressed concern that prior local library supporters found 2,000 square 
feet acceptable and GRRL is now demanding 12,500 square foot minimum and he can’t support that 
size.  He hopes the library supporters’ energy goes into working with GRRL on a more innovative library 
space within the community center. 
 
Council member Lynch was part of the 2013 community resource facilities task force that recommended 
a 2,000 to 2,500 square foot library space and he hopes GRRL will work with the City on a plan that 
works for all of us. 
 
Council member Peterson suggested the $1.6 million from current sales tax collections could go toward 
the library and Mayor Nicoll pointed out that the current allocation was for community resource 
facilities including senior center, etc.  Peterson commented on the City staying on the sidelines and not 
working enough with GRRL and suggested that we meet on non-Council meeting Mondays with GRRL so 
we can have a discussion and try to work through the issues. 
 
Council member Braig Lindstrom noted the hard work done to get to this point and she wants to build 
on the support we currently have to try to reach compromise.  If the City was thinking 2,000 square feet 
and GRRL is thinking 12,500, maybe we can suggest 5,000 square feet.  She acknowledged that having 
everything under one roof was expressed by the community, but if we want GRRL involved we need to 
talk to them about how to make it work. 
 
City Administrator Degiovanni agreed that discussions with GRRL should continue and also be expanded, 
but suggested we let Sartell’s Friends of the Library organize their thoughts and take the lead on timing 
for those discussions.  Council consensus was to put another library discussion on the next agenda but 
remove it if Friends of the Library would prefer a delay. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

a. Alcohol Compliance Violations 
Deputy Chief Struffert presented the recommendation and responded to questions about the City’s 
ordinance requirements. 
  
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER PETERSON AND SECONDED MEMBER LYNCH TO IMPOSE 
THE PENALTIES AS RECOMMENDED, INCLUDING A FRIENDLY AMENDMENT TO REQUIRE THE 3 DAY 
SUSPENSION OCCUR WITHIN 30 DAYS.  THE MOTION CARRIED WITH PETERSON, LYNCH, NICOLL AND 
HENNES IN FAVOR AND BRAIG LINDSTROM OPPOSED.    
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CITY COUNCIL UPDATES & MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
Council member Hennes confirmed that the former 2nd Street South traffic signal was being stored by 
Stearns County and would be recycled for future use if suitable.  Council members gave updates on 
various meetings and community events. 
 
ADJOURN 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER HENNES AND SECONDED BY MEMBER LYNCH TO 
ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 7:40 P.M. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
  
  
       Minutes By 
 
       _________________________________ 
       Mary Degiovanni 
       City Administrator 
        
_______________________________ 
Sarah Jane Nicoll, Mayor 


