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CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MINUTES OF JULY 13, 2015 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Sartell City Council was held 

on July 13, 2015 in the Council Chambers of Sartell City Hall. Mayor Sarah Jane Nicoll called the 

meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

COUNCIL PRESENT: Mayor Nicoll, Council members: Braig-Lindstrom, Hennes, Lynch, 
Peterson 

ABSENT:  None 
ALSO PRESENT: Mary Degiovanni, City Administrator 
   Anita Rasmussen, Community Development Director 

Mike Nielson, Engineer 
Judy Molitor, Recording Secretary 
Dale Struffert, Assistant Police Chief 
Brad Borders, Public Works Director 
Murray Mack, Community Center Project Architect 
Bob Strack, Community Center Project Construction Manager 
Lyle Mathiasen, Community Center Project Operations Consultant 

  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
AGENDA REVIEW AND ADOPTION   
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LYNCH AND SECONDED BY MEMBER HENNES 
APPROVING THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
OPEN FORUM/PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Joe Perske, 509 10th Street North spoke in favor of including a library in the Community Center 
and his preference of having the Council give strong consideration to locating the Community 
Center in the center of Sartell. 
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION 
 

a. Ehlers Bond Sale Report 
 
Stacy Kvilvang, representing Ehlers & Associates, presented the bond sale report to finance the 
Pinecone Road project.  The City received an AA rating on this sale with interest at 2.64% for 
$5,370,000 GO Bonds. 
 
Council member Braig-Lindstrom verified the interest plus principal loan re-payment amount 
using sales tax dollars. 
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A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER HENNES AND SECONDED BY MEMBER LYNCH 
APPROVING RESOLUTION 69-2015 ACCEPTING OFFER ON THE SALE OF $5,370,000 GENERAL 
OBLIGATION TAX ABATEMENT BONDS, SERIES 2015A. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE: MAYOR NICOLL, COUNCIL MEMBERS: HENNES, LYNCH, PETERSON 
NAY: COUNCIL MEMBER BRAIG-LINDSTROM 
MOTION CARRIED 
  

b. Community Center Update & Discussion 
 
City Administrator Degiovanni explained the discussion on the Community Center would 
present possible site options for a Community Center and that the City’s consultants and staff 
were looking for feedback from the Council in order to move forward with more specific details 
of the center. 
 
Murray Mack presented a power point presentation of eight possible sites identified for future 
locations of a Community Center.  Pros and cons for building options and the possibility of land 
swapping with the City’s land was mentioned.  When the consultant group reviewed these 
sites, consideration was given to amount of acreage needed, current and future roads and 
utilities, future expansion possibilities, trails, public transportation routes, natural environment, 
storm water run-off options, etc. 
 
The following sites were presented for consideration: 
 

 Ferche/Weyer “South” site located east of Coborn’s Superstore. 

 Ferche “North” property located north of Coborn’s Superstore.  

 Pinecone Regional Park/Bernick’s Arena.  

 Heritage Drive – City owned acreage 

 City Hall site 

 Golf Course north 

 Golf Course south 

 Villcheck property located north of Pinecone Central Park 
  
Pros and cons of each site were outlined and discussed.  Council members gave the following 
suggestions along with their preference of sites: 
 
Council member Hennes feels the best site is the Ferche South site at Town Square for 
economic growth and his second choice would be the Heritage site. He suggested working 
toward a land swap to acquire the Ferche south property in exchange for the Heritage site. 
 
Council member Lynch talked about economic growth for the City and suggested the only two 
sites available for strengthening the economic growth would be the two Ferche sites, both 
South and North, however his number one choice is Ferche South. 



July 13, 2015 
 
 

 

 
Council member Peterson believes the Villcheck property would be a viable site since it abuts 
the Pinecone Central soccer fields and shared parking could be accomplished.  He also believes 
the Heritage site would be a good location for the community center, especially after the road 
from 2nd street to the roundabout at Heritage is complete.  He is not in favor of either of the 
town square sites. Peterson talked about the renovation of round barn being too expensive and 
that additional property would need to be purchased to make the Pinecone Regional Park a 
large enough site for the center.  
 
Council member Braig-Lindstrom sees benefits to the Heritage site, Ferche North site, Villcheck 
site and Pinecone Regional site.  She suggested splitting the pool from the Community Center 
location and possibly putting the pool in one of the Town Square sites for more of a regional 
attraction to that area.   
 
Mayor Nicoll talked about location for the Community Center and that she favors the Ferche 
South as the best location, Heritage would be her second choice and third would be the 
Villcheck property. 
 
Top choices by a majority of Council members were Ferche South, Villcheck and Heritage sites 
so consultants and staff were asked to bring those sites back for further evaluation. 
 
APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

a. June 22, 2015 – Special Meeting  
b. July 7, 2015 -  Special Meeting 

   
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LYNCH AND SECONDED BY MEMBER BRAIG-
LINDSTROM APPROVING THE MINUTES AS PRESENTED.  THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY.     
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
  

a. June Building Permit Activity Report – Acceptance 
b. June Inspections Activity Report – Acceptance 
c. June Technology Report – Acceptance 
d. June Fire Department Report – Acceptance 
e. Approval of voucher payments 
f. Approval of Park Commission recommendations 
g. Approval of Resolution Allowing Charter Channel Relocation 
h. Approval of off sale 3.2% liquor license 
i. Approval of Resolution Appointing Fire Chief 
j. Approval of Mill Art Project Cement Contract 
k. Approval of Resolution Awarding Pinecone Road phase 2 bids 
l. Approval of MNDOT Agreement Resolution 
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m. Approval of Roundabout Landscape Design Services 
n. Approval of Resolution Accepting Donations 
o. Approval of temporary on sale liquor license 
p. Approval of fund transfers 
q. Approval of 1st Street Bridge Lights proposal 
r. Park Commission Appointment 

 
Council member Braig-Lindstrom removed item “k” for separate discussion. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER PETERSON AND SECONDED BY MEMBER BRAIG-
LINDSTROM APPROVING CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS A-R, REMOVING ITEM K FOR SEPARATE 
DISCUSSION.   THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.    
 
Consent Agenda k 
 

k. Approval of Resolution Awarding Pinecone Road phase 2 bids 
  
Council member Braig-Lindstrom spoke in opposition to the installation of a roundabout at 
Heritage Drive on Pinecone Road. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LYNCH AND SECONDED BY MEMBER HENNES 
APPROVING THE RESOLUTION AWARDING PINECONE ROAD PHASE 2 BIDS. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE: MAYOR NICOLL, COUNCIL MEMBERS: HENNES, LYNCH, PETERSON 
NAY: MEMBER BRAIG-LINDSTROM 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

a. Land Use Amendment and  Rezoning – Yarmon/Diverse Properties LLC/Katterhagen 
Resolution Approving the Findings of Fact Approving the Land Use Amendment 

 
Community and Development Director Rasmussen presented the request from Loren and Jane 
Yarmon, Diverse Properties of Sartell LLC, and Linus and Barbara Katterhagen, owners of the 
properties. Property owners requested approval of a land use amendment of seven adjacent 
and vacant or unoccupied properties from General Business to Medium Density Residential 
along with a rezoning request from B-2 to R-3.  The property owners feel that the change in 
land use and rezoning will facilitate development and provide a better transition of uses for the 
property. The Planning Commission unanimously recommended approval of the request. 
 
Mayor Nicoll opened the public hearing at 7:31 p.m. The following comments were heard, 
although comments do not reflect entire statement made: 
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Jim Illies, owner of Diverse Properties of Sartell LLC explained the current property condition 
and the intent to develop the property with more desirable residential housing with 
approximately 10 unit apartment building. The owners have no intent to close any roads. 
 
Arlene Mendell, 508 2nd Avenue NE, questioned the height and the number of units in the 
proposed building. Rasmussen clarified that the height of the building could be 35 feet 
according to the ordinance and that all setbacks will be met.   
 
Mayor Nicoll closed the hearing at 7:41 p.m. 
 
Resolution Approving the Findings of Fact Approving the Land Use Amendment 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER HENNES AND SECONDED BY MEMBER 
PETERSON APPROVING RESOLUTION 62-2015 ADOPTING THE FINDINGS OF FACT RELATING 
TO A LAND USE AMENDMENT REQUEST FROM GENERAL BUSINESS TO MEDIUM DENSITY 
RESIDENTIAL. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Resolution Approving the Land Use Amendment 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BRAIG-LINDSTROM AND SECONDED BY 
MEMBER LYNCH  ADOPTING RESOLUTION 63-2015 APPROVING THE LAND USE AMENDMENT 
OF CERTAIN PROPERTIES FROM GENERAL BUSINESS TO MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL. THE 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Resolution Approving Findings of Fact Rezoning from B-2 to R-3 Multiple Family Residential 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER PETERSON AND SECONDED BY MEMBER BRAIG-
LINDSTROM APPROVING RESOLUTION 64-2015 ADOPTING THE FINDINGS OF FACT RELATING 
TO A REZONING REQUEST FROM B-2 TO R-3 MULTIPLE FAMILY.  THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Ordinance and Ordinance Summary Approving the Rezoning 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LYNCH AND SECONDED BY MEMBER HENNES 
APPROVING ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY ORDINANCE 15-09 ESTABLISHING THE REZONING 
OF PROPERTY FROM B-2 GENERAL BUSINESS TO R-3 MULTIPLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL. THE 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
  

b. Rezoning and Preliminary Plat – Providence 
 
Community Development Director Rasmussen presented the Rezoning request, Preliminary Plat 
request, WCA, Permit and Final Plat request for the Providence Development.  Rasmussen 
summarized the many steps taken by the developers to finalize this development as well as the 
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staff and Planning Commission recommendations.  Rasmussen highlighted the number of lots, 
setbacks and future phase development and explained the two additional conditions 
recommended by the Planning Commission.  Engineer Nielson explained the roadway design 
and typical traffic patterns. 
 
Mayor Nicoll opened the public hearing at 8:01 p.m. The following comments were heard, 
although comments do not reflect entire statement made: 
 
Developers and owners of the property, Steve Noble and Steve Legatt talked about their joint 
effort with the City staff for the best lot design, tree preservation, water run-off plan and 
overall plan for their development.  In order for this development to move forward, the 
developers requested the two restrictions recommended by the Planning Commission be 
deleted. 
 
Doug Ferns, 1718 Grizzly Lane, sympathizes with the developers, however does not agree with 
the development due to extra traffic this will cause and only one main street for ingress/egress 
for this entire area. 
 
Brian Roelfs, 1525 9th Street North, also is concerned of the extra traffic this development will 
cause. 
 
Gary Orman, 405 Dukes Court, and a member of the Planning Commission voted “no” due to 
traffic concerns. 
 
Developer Steve Legatt talked about the 25 foot front yard set-backs in order to maintain the 
tree line and wetland buffer. 
  
City Engineer Nielson presented estimated traffic counts for future of 19th Avenue and Grizzly 
Lane.  
 
Attorney Craig Hanson, representing the developers, requested consideration of removing the 
additional two recommendations by the Planning Commission in order for this development to 
move forward. The cul de sacs should slow traffic and the staging of phases will also help 
address concerns. 
 
Doug Ferns, 1718 Grizzly Lane, asked the council to consider all the additional traffic this 
development will add and safety issues for children crossing streets. 
  
Robert Olson, Project Manager and Engineer for the Developers, explained the traffic this 
development will generate and the present capacity of 19th Avenue. 
 
Steve Noble explained the east/west connector street which will alleviate traffic on 19th Avenue 
as well as the use of the road through Pinecone Central Park. 
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Mayor Nicoll closed the hearing at 8:31 p.m. 
  
Council member Lynch questioned a timeline for improving 19th Avenue. Engineer Nielson 
suggested the installation of stop signs along 19th Avenue which could help with traffic issues. 
 
Council member Braig-Lindstrom expressed concern of the narrowness of 19th Avenue being 
able to handle all the extra traffic from this development, concerned with front yard setbacks, 
traffic counts and safety.  She believes consideration should be given to a staging area during 
construction and traffic detours if this moves forward. 
 
Council member Hennes would like to see 15th Street North be constructed sooner rather than 
later, however agrees with the development. He has concerns of too many cul de sacs in town 
and asked the opinion of the Public Works director and the Assistant Police Chief. 
  
Public Works Director Borders talked about the extra time it takes to plow roads with cul de 
sacs and Dale Struffert, Deputy Police Chief, said through streets can make emergency response 
easier. 
 
Council member Lynch agrees that 15th Street should be constructed and agrees that the 
Developers are being sensitive to the wooded areas and wetlands and believes the 
development can move forward without the two conditions added by the Planning 
Commission.  
 
Council member Peterson talked about the extra traffic on 19th Avenue and the need for a plan 
for a new road before this development begins. He does not believe 3 cul de sacs is a good idea 
and does not approve of this plan.  
 
Mayor Nicoll talked about the amount of time spent by staff and the developers to come up 
with this plan and is in favor of moving forward without the two requirements suggested by the 
Planning Commission.  

 
Resolution Approving Findings of Fact Approving the Rezoning 

 
A MOTON WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER HENNES AND SECONDED BY MEMBER LYNCH 
ADOPTING RESOLUTION 65-2015 ADOPTING THE FINDINGS OF FACT RELATING TO A 
REZONING REQUEST FROM R-1 TO R-5 PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT FOR THE PROVIDENCE 
PLAT. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE: MAYOR NICOLL, COUNCIL MEMBERS HENNES AND LYNCH 
NAY: COUNCIL MEMBERS BRAIG-LINDSTROM AND PETERSON 
MOTION CARRIED 
 



July 13, 2015 
 
 

 

Ordinance and Ordinance Summary Approving the Rezoning 
 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LYNCH AND SECONDED BY MEMBER HENNES 
ADOPTING ORDNANCE 15-11 APPROVING THE REZONING OF CERTAIN PROPERTIES FROM R-1 
SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL TO R-5 PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT FOR THE PROVIDENCE 
PLAT. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE: MAYOR NICOLL, COUNCIL MEMBERS HENNES AND LYNCH 
NAY: COUNCIL MEMBERS BRAIG-LINDSTROM AND PETERSON 
MOTION CARRIED          

 
Resolution Approving the Preliminary Plat and Natural Resource Management Plan 

 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER  LYNCH AND SECONDED BY MEMBER HENNES 
ADOPTING  RESOLUTION 66-2015  APPROVING THE PRELIMINARY PLAT AND NATURAL 
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR PROVIDENCE INCLUDING THE REMOVAL OF ITEMS 8 
AND 9 AS FOLLOWS: 
 8.  That the 11th Court and Providence Court cul-de-sac’s be connected, 
       Eliminating the two cul-de-sacs 
 9.   Phases 4-6 will not be able to proceed until after the 15th Street North 
        Connection is made from Pinecone Road to 19th Avenue. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE: MAYOR NICOLL, COUNCIL MEMBERS HENNES AND LYNCH 
NAY: COUNCIL MEMBERS BRAIG-LINDSTROM AND PETERSON 
MOTION CARRIED 
 

Resolution Approving the Wetland Conservation Act Application (WCA) 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER HENNES AND SECONDED BY MEMBER LYNCH 
ADOPTING RESOLUTION 67-2015 APPROVING THE WETLAND CONSERVATION ACT PERMIT 
FOR PROVIDENCE. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE: MAYOR NICOLL, COUNCIL MEMBERS HENNES AND LYNCH 
NAY: COUNCIL MEMBERS BRAIG-LINDSTROM AND PETERSON 
MOTION CARRIED 

 
Resolution Approving Final Plat and Development Agreement 

 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LYNCH AND SECONDED BY MEMBER HENNES 
ADOPTING RESOLUTION 68-2015 APPROVING THE FINAL PLAT AND DEVELOPMENT 
AGREEMENT FOR PROVIDENCE. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE: MAYOR NICOLL, COUNCIL MEMBERS HENNES AND LYNCH 
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NAY: COUNCIL MEMBERS BRAIG-LINDSTROM AND PETERSON 
MOTION CARRIED 
 

c. Subdivision Ordinance Amendment – Cul de sacs 
 
Community Development Director Rasmussen presented the amendment in the subdivision 
code to allow for the change in length of cul de sacs not to exceed 750 feet. 
 
Mayor Nicoll opened the public hearing at 9:01 pm.  There were no comments from the public 
or written comments received, the hearing was closed. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BRAIG-LINDSTROM AND SECONDED BY 
MEMBER LYNCH APPROVING ORDINANCE 15-10 REPLACING SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE 11-5-
2A (1). THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. 2016 BUDGET 
 
Finance Director Degiovanni presented preliminary impact projections of the draft 2016 Budget 
included in the Council packet and talked about the possible tax rate increase. Degiovanni was 
not requesting any action from the Council tonight regarding the Budget, this information was 
provided for review only.  Degiovanni also explained that the Community Center operational 
costs were not included in this budget since this budget is for 2016, and the Community Center 
operational costs would be included in the 2017 budget. 
 
Council member Peterson asked how much we would need to cut in order to get to a flat tax 
rate and asked for preliminary operational costs for a community center. 
 
Council member Hennes is not in favor of having a flat tax rate. 
 
Council member Lynch would like to see the tax rate stay as close to flat as possible. 
 
Council member Braig-Lindstrom talked about the need for extra help on the maintenance 
crew, police department and for possible future split of the Administrator/Finance Director 
position. 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
Deputy Chief Struffert presented the department’s monthly memorandum. 
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PUBLIC WORKS 
 
Director Borders presented his monthly memo.  Council member Peterson asked for an update 
on the crack fill process for the trails and if there is enough salt/sand budgeted for this winter. 
Council member Braig-Lindstrom asked how the See-Click-Fix program was impacting their 
work. 
 
CITY ENGINEER 
 
Engineer Nielson gave an update on the Pinecone Road work in progress. 
 
PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
 
Director Rasmussen presented her monthly memo and reminded the Council about the 
upcoming Open House at Resource Training and Solutions to discuss transportation alternatives 
for LeSauk Drive Corridor. 
 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
 
City Administrator Degiovanni presented her monthly memorandum and answered questions 
regarding the YMCA pool rules. 
 
ADJOURN 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LYNCH AND SECONDED BY MEMBER HENNES         
TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 9:55 P.M. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
  
       Minutes By 
 
       _________________________________ 
       Judy Molitor 
       Recording Secretary 
        
_______________________________ 
Sarah Jane Nicoll 
Mayor 


