
June 8, 2015 
 
 

 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MINUTES OF JUNE 8, 2015 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Sartell City Council was held on June 8, 

2015 in the Council Chambers of Sartell City Hall. Mayor Sarah Jane Nicoll called the meeting to order at 

7:00 p.m. 

COUNCIL PRESENT: Mayor Nicoll, Council members: Braig-Lindstrom, Hennes, Lynch, Peterson 
ABSENT:  None 
ALSO PRESENT:  Mary Degiovanni, City Administrator 
   Anita Rasmussen, Community Development Director 

Jim Hughes, Police Chief 
Brad Borders, Public Works Director 
Mike Nielson, Engineer 
Judy Molitor, Recording Secretary 

  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
AGENDA REVIEW AND ADOPTION   
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BRAIG-LINDSTROM AND SECONDED BY MEMBER 
PETERSON APPROVING THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
OPEN FORUM/PUBLIC COMMENT  
None 
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 
 

a. Informational Presentation on proposed Central MN Housing Partnership project  
Related Action Item:  Consideration of Housing Support Resolution 

 
Representatives of Central MN Housing Partnership presented a summary of the proposed 43 workforce 
housing townhome units consisting of one, two and three bedrooms for construction. Provided the 
financing is received, construction could start in 2016 with occupancy by 2017.  Support for the 
resolution was requested. Chief Hughes explained briefly the requirements for Crime free housing which 
is consistent with Central MN Housing Partnership management practices. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER PETERSON AND SECONDED BY MEMBER HENNES 
APPROVING RESOLUTION 53-2015 SUPPORTING A MULTIFAMILY (TOWNHOME) HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT IN THE CITY OF SARTELL.  THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

b. Informational Presentation on Silent Crossing Project 
Related Action Item: Consideration of financial support to project  

  
Members of the Residents committee for Silent Crossing Project presented their request for a quiet rail 
zone at Benton County 55 and NE River Road located within the City of Sartell on the border with Sauk 
Rapids Township. The City of Sartell is asked to fund up to $42,500 to help cover costs not raised by the 
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Township, donations, or from contract and engineering work which already has been donated to the 
project. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER HENNES AND SECONDED BY MEMBER BRAIG-
LINDSTROM APPROVING $42,500 FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO THE SILENT CROSSING PROJECT, SUBJECT 
TO THE FOLLOWING: 

 Benton County will administer the bidding/contract process 

 City money will be paid to Benton County after a bid opening showing the project can be 
completed with the committed funding 

 Any cost savings achieved or donations received over and above the $5,000 donations toward 
the Township match will be used to reduce the City’s $42,500 contribution 

THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

c. Apple Duathlon Presentation 
 
Apple Duathlon Race Directors were on hand to extend special thanks to the City of Sartell, Staff, Public 
Works Department and the Police Department for all their help and support for the race.  Mayor Nicoll 
thanked all the volunteers for all they do to successfully hold this event in Sartell every year. 
 
APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

a. May  26, 2015 – Regular Meeting  
   
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LYNCH AND SECONDED BY MEMBER PETERSON             
APPROVING THE MINUTES AS PRESENTED.  THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.     
 
CONSENT AGENDA  

a. May Building Permit Activity Report – Acceptance 
b. May inspections Activity Report – Acceptance 
c. May Technology Report – Acceptance 
d. Approval of Voucher Payments 
e. Approval of City Interview Committee for Fire Chief 
f. Approval to take applications to fill Park Commission vacancy 
g. Approval of 2016 Budget Schedule  
h. Approval of Fund Transfers 
i. Resolution Approving SRTS 2nd Street Sidewalk Plans and Authorizing Bids 
j. Approval of Resolution for Advance of MSA Funds 
k. Approval of EA Update for 4th/50th Avenue 
l. Approval of Special Event Permit – Rock ‘N Block 
m. Calling Special meeting (televised ) on June 22, 2015 at 6 pm 

  
Council member Braig-Lindstrom removed item 6i for separate discussion. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMEMBER BRAIG-LINDSTROM AND SECONDED BY MEMBER 
HENNES APPROVING CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 6a TO 6m, REMOVING 6i FOR SEPARATE DISCUSSION.   
THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.    
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Consent Agenda 6i 
Resolution Approving SRTS 2nd Street Sidewalk Plans and Authorizing Bids 

 
Council member Braig-Lindstrom verified that, in the process of installing a sidewalk along 2nd Street, 
every effort will be made to save the large tree on the south side of 2nd Street near the wetland. City 
Engineer verified that a 5 foot sidewalk is planned to go around the large tree on 2nd Street while the 
rest of the sidewalk will be 7 feet wide. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BRAIG-LINDSTROM AND SECONDED BY MEMBER 
PETERSON APPROVING CONSENT AGENDA ITEM 6i. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

A.  Rezoning, Preliminary Plat – Providence 
(Requested Action by Developer to Postpone Public Hearing to July 13, 2015) 

  
Planning and Community Development Director Rasmussen presented the request from the developer 
to postpone the consideration of rezoning and preliminary plat of Providence to the July 13, 2015 
meeting. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LYNCH AND SECONDED BY MEMBER HENNES TO 
POSTPONE THE PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER REZONING AND THE PRELIMINARY PLAT OF 
PROVIDENCE TO JULY 13, 2015 AT THE REQUEST OF THE DEVELOPER.  THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

B. Abatement Bonds 
 
City Administrator Degiovanni presented the request to approve bonding to finance Pinecone Road 
work. 
 
Mayor Nicoll opened the public hearing at 7:38 p.m., there were no comments from the public or 
written comments received and the hearing was closed. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER HENNES AND SECONDED BY MEMBER LYNCH 
APPROVING RESOLUTION 47-2015 PROVIDING FOR THE SALE OF $5,500,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION 
TAX ABATEMENT BONDS SERIES 2015A.  
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE: MAYOR NICOLL, COUNCIL MEMBERS: HENNES, LYNCH, PETERSON 
NAY: MEMBER BRAIG-LINDSTROM 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LYNCH AND SECONDED BY MEMBER HENNES ADOPTING 
RESOLUTION 48-2015 AUTHORIZING INTERFUND LOAN. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE: MAYOR NICOLL, COUNCIL MEMBERS: HENNES, LYNCH, PETERSON 
NAY: MEMBER BRAIG-LINDSTROM 
MOTION CARRIED 
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C. Assessment of Delinquent Accounts 
 
Administrator Degiovanni presented information on delinquent accounts to be put on next year’s tax 
rolls in accordance with MN Statutes.  Mayor Nicoll opened the public hearing at 7:40 p.m., no public or 
written comments were received and the hearing was closed. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER PETERSON AND SECONDED BY MEMBER BRAIG-
LINDSTROM APPROVING THE ASSESSMENT OF DELINQUENT ACCOUNTS.  THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

D. City Code Amendment re Council Meetings 
 
City Administrator Degiovanni explained the revised ordinance changes to keep our Code consistent 
with statutory language and which are more consistent with some model cities regarding City Council 
meeting requirements.  
 
Mayor Nicoll opened the public hearing at 7:43 p.m.  There were no comments from the public or 
written comments received and the hearing was closed. 
 
Council member Peterson believes the City should hold at least 2 regular meetings a month and also 
expressed concern of notices for special meetings given to Council members in a timely manner.  
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LYNCH AND SECONDED BY MEMBER HENNES 

APPROVING ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY ORDINANCE 15-08.  

UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 

AYE: MAYOR NICOLL, COUNCIL MEMBERS: BRAIG-LINDSTROM, HENNES, LYNCH 

NAY:  COUNCIL MEMBER PETERSON 

MOTION CARRIED 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER HENNES AND SECONDED BY MEMBER BRAIG-
LINDSTROM APPROVING RESOLUTION 50-15 SETTING COUNCIL MEETING DATES FOR 2015. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 

AYE: MAYOR NICOLL, COUNCIL MEMBERS: BRAIG-LINDSTROM, HENNES, LYNCH 

NAY:  COUNCIL MEMBER PETERSON 

MOTION CARRIED 

E. Annual MS4 Report 
 
Anita Rasmussen, Community Development Director, presented the Annual MS4 report and explained 
the requirements to hold a public hearing. 
 
Mayor Nicoll opened the public hearing at 7:53 p.m., no comments were heard or written comments 
received, the hearing was closed.  
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER HENNES AND SECONDED BY MEMBER PETERSON 
APPROVING RESOLUTION 51-2015, STORMWATER POLLUTION PREVENTION PLAN AND REPORT. 
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THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

A. Approval of Pinecone Road Phase 2 Plans & Authorize Bids 
 
City Engineer Nielson requested approval of plans and specs and authorization of bids for Pinecone Road 
Improvements at the intersections of Heritage Drive and Scout Drive.  Members discussed the plans and 
consensus was that the Engineer would try to obtain the right of way necessary for a trail on the north 
side of Heritage east of Pinecone Road. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LYNCH AND SECONDED BY MEMBER HENNES 
APPROVING RESOLUTION 46-2015, ACCEPTING THE PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS AND ORDERING THE 
AD FOR BID FOR PINECONE ROAD IMPROVEMENTS. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
  

B. Pinecone Regional Parking Lot 
 
Engineer Nielson presented a proposal for engineering work for Pinecone Regional Parking lot drainage 
design and wetland delineation work needed to provide for any use of space in the future at this Park. If 
approved, approximately $21,500 engineering costs would come from Public Improvement Revolving 
Fund. 
 
Council member Hennes expressed concern of the low elevation of the land and also suggested to wait 
until information on a future Community Center location is approved. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER PETERSON AND SECONDED BY BRAIG-LINDSTROM 
APPROVING THE ENGINEERING PROPOSAL OF $21,500 FOR SURVEY, DRAINAGE DESIGN AND 
WETLAND DELINEATION WORK. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE: MAYOR NICOLL, COUNCIL MEMBERS: BRAIG-LINDSTROM, LYNCH, PETERSON 
NAY: COUNCIL MEMBER HENNES 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Final Plat – Savanna Oaks Second Addition 
 
Anita Rasmussen, Community Development Director, presented the final plat of Savanna Oaks Second 
Addition.  Planning Commission and Staff recommends approving the final plat provided the conditions 
listed on the resolution are met. 
 
A  MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER PETERSON AND SECONDED BY MEMBER LYNCH 
APPROVING THE FINAL PLAT OF SAVANNA OAKS SECOND ADDITION. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
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DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 

a. Police Department 
Monthly Report 

 
Chief Hughes presented his monthly memo and updated the Council on the upcoming Police Activity 
League (PAL) activities and thanked ARRAY Services for their donation to the PAL program. Cook-out 
with Cops is scheduled for August 27th at St. Francis Church. 
  

b. Fire Department 
Monthly Report 

 
The Fire Department report was included with the packets for Council review.  Council member 
Peterson confirmed that site plans are reviewed by Fire and that the Fire Department will recommend 
firefighting equipment needs to serve all buildings. 
 

c. Public Works 
Monthly Report 

 
Director Borders presented his monthly report and mentioned that the department is busy getting 
things ready for Summerfest. 
 

d. City Engineer 
Monthly Report 

 
Engineer Nielson presented his monthly memorandum.  Nielson talked about holding an informational 
meeting at City Hall on Wednesday night, June 10th, for businesses along Pinecone Road to explain 
accesses to their businesses during the construction on Pinecone Road. 
 
Nielson requested approval of an exemption from the noise ordinance (noise after 11 p.m.) during the 
construction on Pinecone Road, should the contractors need to cut/saw concrete after 11 p.m.  
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER HENNES AND SECONDED BY MEMBER BRAIG-
LINDSTROM WAIVING THE NOISE ORDINANCE TIMEFRAME FOR THE CONTRACTORS WORKING ON 
PINECONE ROAD CONSTRUCTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
  

e. Planning & Community Development Director 
Monthly Report 

 
Director Rasmussen presented her monthly report.  Rasmussen also recognized ET Manufacturing for 
their recent Award. 
 

f. City Administrator 
Monthly Report 

 
Administrator Degiovanni presented her monthly report and reminded the Council of a special meeting 
on June 22, 2015 at 6 p.m. to discuss the Community Center. 
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CITY COUNCIL UPDATE – MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
 
Council members gave updates on various meetings and community events. 
  
ADJOURN 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BRAIG-LINDSTROM AND SECONDED BY MEMBER 
HENNES TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 8:35 P.M. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
  
  
       Minutes By: 
 
 
       _________________________________ 
       Judy Molitor 
       Recording Secretary 
        
_______________________________ 
Sarah Jane Nicoll 
Mayor 


