
 

 

AGENDA 

SARTELL CITY COUNCIL 
Monday, March 28, 2016 

Sartell City Hall 
6:00 P.M. 

 
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
2. AGENDA REVIEW AND ADOPTION 

 
3. OPEN FORUM/PUBLIC COMMENT (up to 5 speakers allowed for up to 3 minutes each – no Council 

response or action is given to open forum comments other than possible referral to City staff or a City 
Board/Commission) 

 
4. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 

a. Life Saving Awards 
 
5. APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

a. March 14, 2016 - Regular Meeting 
 
6. CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Approval of voucher payments 
 

7. OLD BUSINESS 
 

8. NEW BUSINESS 
 

9. DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
a. Police Department 
- Annual Report 

 
b. Fire Department 
- Annual Report  

 
c. Public Works 
- Annual Report  

 
d. City Engineer 
- Annual Report 

 
e. Community Development Director 
- Annual Report 

 
10. CITY COUNCIL UPDATES & MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

 
11. ADJOURN 



 

 

TO: MARY DEGIOVANNI, MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL    

FROM:          CHIEF HUGHES  

SUBJECT:     MARCH 28 MTG - GENERAL INFORMATION 

DATE: MARCH 22, 2016 

CC: MEMO FILE 

 

 The department will be awarding Investigator Broda, Officer Lane and Officer 
Cooper with lifesaving awards from an incident that occurred on January 21, 2016 
at a home fire. 

 We will also be presenting our police commendation award to two community 
members Fred Skuza and Bonnie Witz for their life saving efforts from an 
incident that occurred on February 15, 2016. 

 April 3-8 I will be attending training at the Emergency Management Institute 
(EMI) in Emmitsburg, MD. I will be attending training E0210: Recovery from 
Disaster: The Local Government Role. This is a FEMA offered training and other 
than salary and meals, the city will be reimbursed for airfare. Lodging is included 
at EMI. 



CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
MARCH 14, 2016 

 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Sartell City Council was held on March 14, 

2016 in the Council Chambers of Sartell City Hall.  Mayor Sarah Jane Nicoll called the meeting to order at 6 

p.m. 

COUNCIL PRESENT: Mayor Nicoll, Council Members: Braig-Lindstrom, Hennes, Lynch, Peterson 
COUNCIL ABSENT: None 
STAFF PRESENT: Mary Degiovanni, City Administrator 
   Anita Rasmussen, Community Development Director 
   Brad Borders, Public Works Director 
   Mike Nielson, City Engineer 
   Judy Molitor, Recording Secretary 
   Jim Hughes, Police Chief 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
AGENDA REVIEW AND ADOPTION 
  
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LYNCH AND SECONDED BY MEMBER PETERSON        
APPROVING THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED.  THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
OPEN FORUM/ PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
  
APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL MINUTES: 
a. February 22, 2016 – Regular Meeting 
b. February 29, 2016 – Special Meeting     
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BRAIG-LINDSTROM AND SECONDED BY MEMBER HENNES 
APPROVING THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 29, 2016 SPECIAL MEETING. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BRAIG-LINDSTROM AND SECONDED BY MEMBER PETERSON 
APPROVING THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 22ND MEETING AS CORRECTED. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
  
CONSENT AGENDA 
 

a. Acceptance of Building Permit Activity Report 
b. Acceptance of Inspections Activity Report 
c. Acceptance of Technology Report 
d. Acceptance of Fire Department Report 
e. Approval of voucher payments 
f. Calling Special Meeting on April 11, 2016 at 5 pm 
g. Award of SRTS Bid 
h. Approval of County Project within Municipal Corporate Limits 
i. Acceptance of Avalon 8 Improvements 



j. Appointment of Police Officer 
k. Approval of Southwest Siren Purchase 
l. Approval of temporary off sale liquor licenses for St. Francis Xavier for 4/14/16 & 8/20/16 

 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BRAIG-LINDSTROM AND SECONDED BY MEMBER PETERSON 
APPROVING CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS a, b, d, f, i, j and l.  THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Consent agenda items c, e, g, h and k were removed for separate discussion. 
 
Consent Agenda Item c: Acceptance of Technology Report 
 
Council member Braig-Lindstrom asked about use of the See Click Fix program  and whether or not we can determine 
how many people have downloaded the app for use in reporting issues. Rasmussen will look into whether that can 
be tracked. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BRAIG-LINDSTROM AND SECONDED BY MEMBER HENNES 
APPROVING CONSENT AGENDA ITEM C.  THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Consent Agenda Item e: Approval of Voucher Payments 
 
Council member Braig-Lindstrom questioned the payment made to the MN Dept of Health and Administrator 
Degiovanni explained this is a water system charge. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BRAIG-LINDSTROM AND SECONDED BY MEMBER PETERSON 
APPROVING THE VOUCHER PAYMENTS.  THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Consent Agenda Item g – Award of SRTS Bid 
 
Council member Braig-Lindstrom asked about the large oak tree on 2nd street being preserved as part of the 
Safe Routes to School sidewalk along 2nd Street and Engineer Nielson confirmed that a narrow sidewalk is 
planned for around the tree to try to preserve it. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BRAIG-LINDSTROM AND SECONDED BY MEMBER HENNES 
APPROVING THE AWARD OF SRTS BID. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Consent Agenda Item h - Approval of County Project within Municipal Corporate Limits 
 
Council member Braig-Lindstrom asked City Engineer Nielson to explain the process of the two homes being 
acquired in order to make the 5-legged round about possible near LeSauk Drive. Engineer Nielson explained 
the process. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BRAIG-LINDSTROM AND SECONDED BY MEMBER PETERSON 
APPROVING THE COUNTY PROJECT WITHIN THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATE LIMITS. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
Consent Agenda Item k – Approval of Southwest Siren Purchase 
 
Council member Braig-Lindstrom questioned if neighboring landowners have input into the siren location 
process.  Chief Hughes said the locations are chosen for public safety so they don’t seek landowner input.  



 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BRAIG-LINDSTROM AND SECONDED BY MEMBER LYNCH 
APPROVING THE SOUTHWEST SIREN PURCHASE. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

a. Property Tax Abatements 
 
City Administrator Degiovanni explained the reason for the public hearing this evening is to take public input 
for consideration of abatement bonds.  These abatement bonds can be used as a tool to allow options for 
flexibility in financing upcoming projects but tonight’s decision does not set which projects will be financed. 
 
Mayor Nicoll opened the public hearing at 6:14 p.m.  The following comments were made, although comments 
do not reflect entire statements made. 
 
Zurya Anjum, 1609 Blackberry Circle, Sartell, asked for a breakdown of cost of the different projects planned 
and how the proposed new High School would fit into City projects.  Degiovanni explained that the City Council 
will determine how the sales tax money will be used separately from tonight’s process but that community 
center budget was set at $11 million.  City-School architects memo was previously provided to Council and 
public and included discussion that new high school would not suffice to meet community gymnasium space 
needs. 
 
Henry Smorynski 802 3rd Street North, Sartell, wanted to be sure what the Council is voting for on the 
abatement bonds and spoke in favor of a library in Sartell. 
  
Zurya Anjum, 1609 Blackberry Circle, Sartell, wants an open house meeting regarding the community center 
with City Council, GRRL and community to discuss location of where the library should be located and where 
the money should be spent. 
  
Kim Tjaden, 1490 Riverside Avenue North, Sartell, suggested the City identify where the money should be 
spent before the project starts and suggested waiting until after the school referendum vote.  
 
Jackie Peterschick, 603 9th Street North, Sartell, believes the residents should be happy that we are blessed 
with two libraries within 10 miles. She is tired of the negative letters in the paper and suggested we all work 
together as a team and respect our elected leaders. 
 
Daryl Stevens, 832 10th Avenue North, Sartell, said he has lived here for 30+ years and noted the library space 
he saw in Vail, Colorado. 
  
Beth Laudenbach, 704 Edinburgh St., Sartell, questioned the process and whether there will be other 
opportunities to speak on this topic. 
 
Mark Ruff, representing Ehlers & Associates, financial advisors for the City explained the process of approving 
the abatement bonds tonight prior to any specific project is similar to qualifying for a mortgage prior to the 
purchase of a home.  It allows the City to use sales tax revenues as a general obligation bond pledge and to 
obtain a lower interest rate and taxpayer savings. 
 
Joe Perske, 509 10th Street North, Sartell, questioned the wording in the abatement bond resolution and asked 
if it includes the word “library”.  He asked if the general public will have another opportunity to voice opinions 
on the community center and amenities of the building.  He spoke in favor of the library and whether there 



were sufficient funds left for a library.  He displayed a map of the City and pointed out the location of the 
proposed new high school and the community center. 
  
Linda Treb, 200 Victory Avenue, Sartell, said she voted for sales tax to be used for a library and since she used 
to work for the GRRL, she is available and willing to help when the time comes.  
 
Two young students from Oak Ridge Elementary spoke in favor of a library. 
 
Henry Smorynski, 802 3rd Street North, Sartell, suggested another public hearing and committing the money 
for specific amenities. 
 
Bryan Hansen, 810 3rd Avenue North, Sartell, said he has watched the City grow over the years he has lived 
here and does not believe the location of the Community Center is the best spot.  
 
Gary Schnellert, 1021 4th Street North, Sartell, has been involved in education most of his life and believes the 
community is not being heard. He suggested the library concerns are shared with the school and the 
community. 
  
Amanda Schreiner, 1004 Connecticut Avenue, Sartell, believes the Council is doing a great job and they will do 
the best with appropriation of the money.  She does not believe Sartell needs its own library. 
 
Zurya Anjum, 1609 Blackberry Circle, Sartell, wants a safe environment where students can meet to do 
projects, where kids can learn to talk to each other, build tolerance, voice their opinions and listen to other 
opinions and interact with other kids for stable mental health.  
 
Joe Perske, 509 10th Street North, Sartell, asked for the language in the resolution to be broadened to include 
library, park amenities and community center.  Degiovanni noted the  City’s bond counsel has indicated the 
language already in the resolution would allow for library capital expenditure. 
 
I-Jung Lee, 3736 Riviera Road, Sartell, talked about some of the benefits of a library, not only for young, but for 
adults also.  She suggested the Council use the money wisely. 
 
Theresa Lau, 14701 10th Avenue North, Sartell, stated that abatement bonds are pledging money to specific 
projects and she believes the library should be mentioned in the abatement bond document. She is open to 
working together and suggested the Council move forward in the best interest of the City. 
  
There being no one further wishing to speak, Mayor Nicoll closed the hearing at 7:48 p.m.  
 
Mark Ruff of Ehlers recommended staying with the resolution as presented since legal counsel has indicated it 
is flexible to include library funding. 
  
Council discussion followed regarding the amount of funding to be delegated to projects, and the fact that the 
abatement resolution presented this evening has flexibility to cover more than the current community center 
project, but is not restricted to specific other uses. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER HENNES AND SECONDED BY MEMBER LYNCH ADOPTING 
RESOLUTION 18-2016 APPROVING PROPERTY TAX ABATEMENTS. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE: MAYOR NICOLL, COUNCIL MEMBERS HENNES AND LYNCH 
NAY: COUNCIL MEMBERS BRAIG-LINDSTROM AND PETERSON 



MOTION CARRIED 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

a.  2016 Sealcoat Project 
 
City Engineer Nielson presented the bids received for the 2016 project and requested authorization to award 
the bid to the lowest bidder, Astech, in the amount of $102,933.79. Mike outlined the areas of the City where 
the sealcoat project is recommended and discussed the pros and cons of including the fog seal process. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BRAIG-LINDSTROM AND SECONDED BY MEMBER PETERSON 
APPROVING THE SEALCOAT BID FROM ASTECH IN THE AMOUNT OF $102,933.79 WITHOUT ADDITIONAL FOG 
SEAL.  THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

b. Pinecone Regional Park Wetland Replacement Plan Proposal 
 
Engineer Nielson presented the request to authorize WSB & Associates to complete the wetland replacement 
mitigation application for the proposed parking lot construction at an estimated cost of $3,000. 
  
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER PETERSON AND SECONDED BY MEMBER BRAIG-LINDSTROM 
APPROVING THE PINECONE REGIONAL PARK WETLAND REPLACEMENT PLAN PROPOSAL IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$3,000. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
  
NEW BUSINESS 
 

a. Public Works Equipment Purchase 
 
Administrator Degiovanni presented the request to purchase public works equipment using State bid. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER PETERSON AND SECONDED BY MEMBER BRAIG-LINDSTROM 
APPROVING THE PUBLIC WORKS EQUIPMENT PURCHASE. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

b. Adopt a Roadway Policy 
 
Community Development Director Rasmussen presented the request to adopt a local city street and the resulting 
policy developed by staff for Council consideration.  Volunteers would keep the designated area clean of litter and 
debris, adopt at least one mile for three years, and get a sign with their name on it for the adopted route.   
 
Both Council members Braig-Lindstrom and Peterson disagreed with posting signs with volunteer names because 
they feel the City would end up with multiple signs.  They also believe there are other ways to recognize 
volunteers, such as an advertisement on the electronic sign. 
  
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LYNCH AND SECONDED BY MEMBER PETERSON APPROVING THE 
ROADWAY POLICY. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE: MAYOR NICOLL, COUNCIL MEMBERS HENNES AND LYNCH 
NAY: COUNCIL MEMBERS BRAIG-LINDSTROM AND PETERSON 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
  



DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
The Police Department report was included in the packet. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS 
Director Borders presented his report and updated the Council on the status of the recent water/sewer line 
breaks. 
  
CITY ENGINEER 
Engineer Nielson presented his report. 
  
PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPEMNT DIRECTOR 
Director Rasmussen presented her report. 
  
CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
Administrator Degiovanni presented her report. 
  
CITY COUNCIL UPDATES & MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS  
Council members gave updates on various meetings and community events. 
    
A suggestion was made to televise City Commission meetings.  Staff will get input from Commission members to 
get their thoughts. 
 
ADJOURN 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BRAIG-LINDSTROM AND SECONDED BY MEMBER LYNCH TO 
ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 9:25 P.M. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
       Minutes By: 
 
       _________________________________ 
       Judy Molitor, Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
Sarah Jane Nicoll, Mayor 
 
 
 
 
 
 

































































































































































































































































































































































City of Sartell 
2015 Annual Engineering Report  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 



Engineering Services Review  

 
 

Presented to: 
 

City of Sartell 
125 Pinecone Road 
Sartell, MN 56377 

 
 
 

By: 
 

WSB & Associates, Inc. 
4140 Thielman Lane 
Suite 204 
St. Cloud, MN 56301 
Phone:  320.252.4900 
Fax:  320.252.3100 
www.wsbeng.com  

 
 
 

Contacts:  
 

Mike Nielson, PE 
City Engineer 
Phone: 320.534.5940 
E-mail: mike@sartellmn.com 

 
Jeff Row, PE 
Engineering Assistant 
Phone:  320-534-5955 
E-mail: jrow@wsbeng.com 

 

mailto:mike@sartellmn.com
mailto:jrow@wsbeng.com
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SARTELL CORE TEAM 
 
 
 

Mike Nielson, PE 
City Engineer 

534.5940 
320.293.2989 (mobile) 
mike@sartellmn.com 

 
 

Jeff Row, PE 
Assistant City Engineer 

320.534.5955 
jrow@wsbeng.com 

 

Chuck Rickart, PE, PTOE 
Transportation & Traffic Engineer 

612.287.7183/612.360.1283(mobile) 
CRickart@wsbeng.com 

 
 

Gina Dullinger 
Design Services  
320.534.5955 

 gdullinger@wsbeng.com  

 
 

Shawn Williams 
Wetland Services 
763.287.8531 

swilliamns@wsbeng.com 
 

 

CONSTRUCTION 
 

 

Jack Vogt 
Survey Representative 

612.366.4120  
JVogt@wsbeng.com 

 

 

Jack Nelson 
Field Representative 

320.534.5941 
jnelson@wsbeng.com  

Shannon Gwost 
Field Representative 

320.241.9330 
sgwost@wsbeng.com 

 
 

ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANCE 
 
 

Amy Rein 
Administration 
320.252.4900 

arein@wsbeng.com  
 
 
 

mailto:mike@sartellmn.com
mailto:jrow@wsbeng.com
mailto:CRickart@wsbeng.com
mailto:gdullinger@wsbeng.com
mailto:swilliamns@wsbeng.com
mailto:JVogt@wsbeng.com
mailto:jnelson@wsbeng.com
mailto:arein@wsbeng.com
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 Purpose 

The WSB Engineering Model provides a    
team of individuals chosen based on their 
background, skill set, and relationships 
with the community and other 
governmental agencies to effectively plan 
for future growth and provide guidance on 
infrastructure management development 
review through leadership, experience, 
and expertise.  
 
 
 
 

 WSB’s Responsibilities 

We provide comprehensive engineering services to the City of Sartell.  We work 
together with City Staff to accomplish: 

 
> Infrastructure management 
> State Aid projects 
> Facility improvements 
> Long-range planning 
> Development Review 
 

>  Rehabilitation projects 
>  Transportation projects 
>  Environmental clean-up/compliance 
>  Grant Funding Reviews 
>  Ordinance & Development Guideline                

Reviews 
 
 

Improvement Projects 

Together with City Staff, WSB is involved in every aspect of the infrastructure 
projects in Sartell. Design focuses on life cycle costs which not only include 
construction costs, but also include longevity and ongoing maintenance costs. 
Our focus is on sustainability through design, material selection and construction 
management.

 

  

 



 

 

 
 
The following is a list of the projects that were initiated or b id in 2015. 

 

City Initiated Ordinance Changes and Projects 
 
 

• Development Standards for new plats – The final ordinance revisions were adopted by 
the City Council in 2014.  Avalon 8 and the Providence addition were was the first 
developments required to use the new standards for groundwater and surface water 
separation.  The new standards were applied on these challenging parcels providing lots 
that will provide quality building lots with significantly reduced flooding potential.  

 
• 2015 Seal Coat Project – Council approved the completion of annual Chip Seal project 

which completed 92,000 SY of chip sealing on collector and residential streets.  
Approximately 3.9 miles of roadway were competed with the 2015 project.  The 2015 
projects included placing a fog seal over the chip seal as an experiment to reduce 
complaint from flying chips and to reduce the amount of sweeping required in the 
following year.  The results were favorable and fog sealing will become the norm on 
collector streets in the future.  
 

• Pinecone Road Phase 1 –This project included the construction of a roundabout at 
Pinecone Road and 2nd Street S and the resurfacing of the roadway from 2nd Street S. to 
700’ south of 7th Street N.  In addition to the roadway improvements the project included 
resurfacing of the bituminous trail and completing ADA compliant pedestrian ramps 
throughout the length of the project.  The improvements were completed by JR Ferche 
Companies.  
 

• Pinecone Road Phase 2 – This project included the construction of roundabouts on 
Pinecone Road at Scout Drive and Heritage Drive.  The improvements were completed by 
JR Ferche Companies.  

 
• 50th Avenue S Preliminary Design and Right-of-Way Acquisition – The preliminary 

design has been completed and the right-of-way needs determined.  The appraisals have 
been completed and offers made for parcels north of Heritage Drive.   The final design 
has been started for the segment of roadway from Heritage Drive to 4th Street S.  The 
construction is scheduled to begin in the spring of 2017.  ROW acquisition will continue for 
the parcels south of Heritage Drive in 2016. 
 

• Safe Routes to School :  - Bids were received and rejected in 2015.  The project was 
re-bid in February of 2016 and construction is scheduled to begin in May of 2016.  This 
project involves the construction of a 7-foot wide sidewalk on the south side of 2nd Street 
S from Pinecone Road to 4th Avenue S.  This project is funded with 80% federal funds 
through the HSIP Grant Program and 20% local funds.    

 

 Developer Initiated Improvement Projects 
 

Avalon 8- 6th Street North & Knights Court 
  The municipal improvements were complete for the extension of 6th Street North and Knights Court.  

The final lift of bituminous was placed in 2015 to complete the required improvements of Avalon Village 
8.  These improvements provided services for seventeen additional single family homes.  



 

 

 
8th Street S & 19th Avenue S Improvements 
Jason Ferche requested improvements to 8th Street S and 19th Avenue S to accommodate the 
development of the St. Bens/Centra Care facility located south of Scout Drive.  These improvements 
included roadway, storm sewer, and sanitary sewer and watermain improvements.  These 
improvements were constructed in 2015 and the sidewalk and final lift of bituminous will be completed 
in 2016. 

 
5th Street S Improvements  
Marty Reker requested improvements to 5th Street S from Victory Avenue S to approximately 500’ east 
to allow the proposed development in the Grandview 3 addition.  The improvements included the 
extension of sanitary sewer and watermain and the construction of street, storm sewer and sidewalk.  
The project was substantially completed in 2015 with the final lift of bituminous being completed in 
2016 
 
 
Providence  Trail 
Improvements for Phase 1 of the Providence Plat were started in the fall of 2015.  Due to a wet fall the 
improvement progress was suspended for the year.  The sanitary sewer and water mains were installed 
and some grading work was completed.   The work will resume in the spring of 2016 with an 
anticipated completion in June.  This improvement project will extend 13th Avenue N from Central Park 
Boulevard to the north where the roadway will turn into Providence Trail.   The improvements will allow 
the construction of 15 single family lots.   
 
Solar Garden  
WSB has been working the Solarstone to complete a feasibility study for locating a solar garden in the 
old sewage lagoons.   Soil borings will be completed in the spring of 2016 to further identify the sites 
suitability for construction.   
 

 
 

Other Project Involvement 
 

Developer Inquiries - Requests for information regarding potential single family, multi-family or commercial 
development sites including the availability of sanitary sewer, water and storm are processed as received.  
There were over 20 requests for information regarding potential development.  
 
Preliminary Plat Review – Preliminary Plat applications were reviewed for conformance to city standards 
including roadway, sanitary sewer, water, and stormwater requirements.  There were a total of 2 preliminary 
plat applications reviewed and approved in 2015 including the following; 
 

• Arbor Trails  
• Providence 

 
Final Plat Review – Final Plat applications were reviewed for conformance to city standards including 
roadway, sanitary sewer, water, and stormwater requirements.  There were a total of 5 final plat applications 
reviewed and approved in 2015 including the following; 
 

• Avalon Village 9 -18 lots 
• Savanah Oaks 2nd – 2 lots 
• Grandview Crossing – 2 Lots 
• Arbor Trails – 19 Lots 
• Providence – 15 lots 

 



 

 

 
Site Plan Review – Site plan reviews include review of grading, drainage, stormwater treatment , driveway 
access and utility services to insure they meet city standards.  A total of 2 site plans were reviewed and 
approved including: 
 

• Grandview Crossing – 124 units multi-family housing 
• Kwik Trip – Commercial  

 
 
 

Council Goals 

• Comprehensive Pedestrian /Trail Plan- Discussions regarding a comprehensive trail 
connection map was presented to the council with the consensus to apply for grant funding to 
complete these connections as funding is received or to complete sections as development occurs.  
Trail maintenance for the near future will be completed with roadway construction project as current 
funding levels allow.   
 

o Pinecone Road Phase 1 - Trail Improvements – Approximately 1.06 miles of bituminous trail 
was replaced or resurfaced and pedestrian ramps were replaced to meet current ADA 
requirements.  The project included trail from 700’ south of 2nd Street S to 700’ south of 7th 
Street N.   
 

o Pinecone Road Phase 2 – Trail Improvements – Approximately 1200 lineal feet of trail was 
added to the north side of 6th Street S from Victory Avenue S to the Heritage Drive.  

 
• Sauk River Park – The parking lot is substantially complete with the final lift of bituminous to be 

placed in the spring of 2015.  The council decided that restrooms were not required at this time. 

 
• Transportation Related Goals - A major goal was to set a long term budget for both 

collector and local streets.  This effort has been temporarily suspended due the number of major 
projects that need to be completed in the next several years and the unknown cost for each of these 
projects.   The temporary goal is to secure the needed funding for projects that federal funding or have 
been required by Benton and Stearns County including 

 
o 2016- CSAH 1/Heritage/LeSauk Dr/Evergreen Dr. 
o 2017 – 4th Avenue S Extension 
o 2018 – Benton CSAH 29 Resurfacing 
o 2018 Stearns Co. CSAH 1 
o Pinecone Road N/ 27th Street Improvements 

 
Due to the unknown costs for these projects, budgeting for other local street projects has been 
difficult.  As soon as we have a better understanding of the city cost share for the proposed county 
projects we will be able to move forward with budgeting for local street improvements.  
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Greetings,  
 
We are pleased to provide this report to you about the activities of the Sartell Community 
Development Department and Building Department during 2015. You will find information about the 
variety of accomplishments, projects and ongoing efforts of staff in the areas of community planning, 
construction permitting and inspection, and code compliance.  
 
The Community Development and Building Department promotes a safe, dynamic, and vibrant 
community, and enhances the living, working, and recreation choices for community residents, 
businesses and visitors.    
 

  

City of 

  

City of 

  

City of 

  

City of 

City of Sartell 2015 Annual Report 

Community Development 

Building Department 



 

  

2015 DEPARTMENT REPORT 2 

 

Community Development Staff 
Community Development Dir./Assistant City Administrator – Anita Rasmussen                     
Anita has 18 years of planning and community development experience, of which 15 have been 
within the public sector.  She has a Masters of Urban Planning from Minnesota State University 
and is nearing the completion of a Doctorate in Public Administration from Hamline University.  
Anita has been with the City as the Planning and Community Development Director since 2003 

but was the City’s planning consultant since late 2000.  
 
Community Development Technician – Nate Keller        
Nate has been with the city of Sartell Planning Department for one and half years. Prior to 
joining Sartell Nate interned for the city of Hutchinson as an Economic Development Assistant 
for close to a year. Nate graduated from St. Cloud State in December of 2013 with a BA in 
Planning & Community Development 

 
Building Development Staff 
Building Official – Kyle Christensen 
Kyle has been with the City of Sartell as the Chief Building Official for nine years. Prior to 
coming to work for Sartell, Kyle was the Vice President of Operations for Waldron and 
Associates, a private inspection firm located in Waconia, MN, Served as Building Official for the 
City of Hutchinson, MN., building and rental inspector for the City of Willmar, interned with the 
city of Inver Grove Heights and worked in residential and commercial construction as a 
carpenter for approximately 15 years. Kyle is licensed with the MN Dept. of Labor and Industry 
as a Certified Building Official, Building Inspector with International Code Council and an 
Associate Degree in Building Inspection Technology 

 

Fire Marshal/Code Official – Butch Rieland 
Butch is currently the Fire Marshal/Code Official/Deputy Emergency Manager/firefighter for the 
City of Sartell and has been a firefighter for the City of Sartell for 19 years. Butch also conducts 
fire investigations (with the assistance of the State Fire Marshal’s Office) along with firefighting 
for the city of Sartell’s fire department. Butch graduated with honors obtaining his AAS Fire 
Science Degree from Hennepin Technical College in 2005 & is also a state certified fire 
inspector. Butch has worked as a Fire Inspector for the cities of Rockville, Maple Grove, and St 
Cloud. Butch was employed by the City of Sartell in 1997 as a part-time fire inspector and 
started as Sartell’s first full-time Fire Marshal/Code Official in 2007. Butch is also certified as an 
Emergency Manager in the field of Emergency Management and is currently the assistant 
emergency manager for the City of Sartell.  
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Summary of Official Zoning Actions  
Planning Commission/City Council 
 
2015: 

 The Planning Commission held a total of 10 regular meetings and two special meeting. 
 The City Council held a total of 14 public hearings for planning and zoning related actions. 

 
Planning Commission following staff recommendations – 20/22 Requests 
City Council following planning commission recommendation – 21/22 Requests 
City Council following staff recommendation – 21/22 Requests 
 
2014: 

 The Planning Commission held a total of 12 regular meetings and 3  special meetings. 
 The City Council held a total of 12 public hearings for planning and zoning related actions. 

 
Planning Commission following staff recommendations – 16/16 Requests 
City Council following planning commission recommendation – 16/16 Requests 
City Council following staff recommendation – 16/16 Requests 
 
2013: 

 The Planning Commission held a total of 11 regular meetings and four special meetings. 
 The City Council held a total of 9 public hearings for planning and zoning related actions. 

  
2012: 

 The Planning Commission held a total of 8 regular meetings and special meetings. 
 The City Council held a total of 14 public hearings on planning and zoning related actions. 

 
2011:  

 The Joint Planning Commission held a total of 11 regular meetings and two special meetings. 
 The City Council held a total of 18 public hearing for planning and zoning related actions. 

 
. 

Vacations  
In 2015, the City Council granted 2 utility easement vacations. 
1.  Kwik Trip Utility/Drainage Easements Approved (Lot Consolidation) 
2.  Grandview Crossing  Utility/Drainage Easements Approved (Replat)  

 
 
In 2014, the City Council granted 2 utility easement vacations. 
In 2013, the City Council granted 2 Drainage and Utility Easement Vacations. 
In 2012, the City Council granted 7 Drainage and Utility Easement Vacations. 
In 2011, the City Council granted 3 Drainage and Utility Easement Vacations. 
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Variances 
In 2015, the City received 0 requests for a variance.   

 
 
2014, The City received three requests for variances.  They were to encroach into the wetland setback, 
accessory structure in the side yard and sideyard setbacks. The variances were approved 
 
2013 The City received one request for a variance.  The request included reducing the lot size for an 
administrative lot split in an I-2 zone. The variance was approved 
 
2012  The City processed one request for a variance in 2012.  The request included a side yard setback 
on an existing house after a survey had found the house was built in error too close to the side yard 
property line than what is allowed.  The variance was approved. 
 
2011 The City processed no requests for variances in 2011. 
 

 

Conditional Use Permits 
In 2015, the City reviewed two conditional use permit (CUP) requests: 
 
1.  Kwik Trip  - Car Wash in a B2 District - Approved 
2.  Fouquette Auto – Used Car Sales in B2 District – Approved 
3.  Solar Stone – Solar Garden in an I1 District - Approved 

 

 
 
2014 
In 2014, the City reviewed two conditional use permit (CUP) requests to allow for fences within a 
floodway.  Both were approved.  

 
2013 
In 2013, the City reviewed two conditional use permit (CUP) requests to allow for a gas station in a B-1 
zone and a safety fence within a floodway.  Both CUP requests were approved 
 
2012 
The City reviewed one conditional use permit (CUP) amendment request to accommodate a change in 
land use within a planned unit development.  The original CUP allowed for a mixed senior living campus.  
The CUP amendment request was to allow for office use.  The City approved the CUP amendment to 
allow for medical and professional office, along with the continuation of residential.  Commercial or retail 
uses are not allowed unless it is accessory to the office building.  

 
2011 
The City reviewed one conditional use permit amendment request to remove a mix of residential units in a 
Planned Unit Development, allow for the expansion of deviations in the typical setback requirements, lot 
width and lot sizes in Oak View Pond Estates Two. 
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Interim Use Permits 
In 2015, there were no IUP requests submitted to the City. 

 
2014 
There were no IUP requests submitted to the City. 
 
2013 
The City Council received one requests for an interim use permit in 2013 for the demolition of portions of 
the former Verso Paper Mill, which was approved. 
 
2012 
The City Council received no requests for interim use permits in 2012. 
 
2011 
The City Council received three requests for interim use permits in 2011 for both Coborn’s Stores for 
seasonal outdoor sales and for TNT Fireworks/Walmart for seasonal outdoor sales of fireworks, which 
were approved.  
 

 
Zoning Permits 
The planning department processed 88 zoning permit applications for fences, accessory structures (120 
sf or smaller), and parking pads through administrative approval in 2015.  This permit process is to 
ensure setbacks and construction requirements are met and involve a review of the application and site 
plan. A final inspection is conducted after the project is complete. 

 
2014 
The planning department processed 59 zoning permits in 2014. 
 
2013 
The planning department processed 74 zoning permits in 2013. 
 
2012 
The planning department processed 97 zoning permit in 2012. 
 
2011 
The planning department processed 69 zoning permits in 2011. 
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Sign Permits 
In 2015, the planning department handled 43 sign permit applications for  22 permanent signs, 12 
temporary community event signs (5K races, Summerfest, festivals) and 7 temporary on-premise signs.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rezoning/Zoning Establishments 
In 2015, the City processed the following rezoning requests: 

1.  Providence  - R1 to R-5 (Single Family) – Approved 
2. 331 4th Avenue South – B-2 to R-3 – Approved 
3. Arbor Trails – R-3 to R-1 – Approved 
4. Yarmon/Diverse Properties, Katterhagen – B2 to R-3 

 
2014 
The City processed no request for rezoning/zoning establishments 
 
2013 
The City processed no request for rezoning/zoning establishments 
 
2012 
The City processed no request for rezoning/zoning establishments.  
 
2011 
The City processed 2 requests for rezoning in 2011. The rezoning establishments were for the Puchalla 
property from B-2 to R-3 and for the Diverse property (Benton Corner) from R-1 to B-1.  Both rezoning 
establishments were approved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2014 
The planning department processed 34 sign permit applications for 16 permanent signs, 9 temporary 
community event signs, 0 temporary new development sign, and 9 temporary on-premise signs 
(commercial districts). 
 
2013 
In 2013, the planning department processed 29 sign permit applications for 14 permanent signs, 8 
temporary community event signs (5K races, summerfest, festivals) and 7 temporary on-premise signs  
 
2012 
In 2012, the planning department processed 35 sign permit applications for 20 permanent signs, 9 
temporary community event signs and 6 temporary on-premise signs. 
 
2011 
The planning department processed 32 sign permit applications for 15 permanent signs, 11 temporary 
community event signs and 6 temporary on-premise signs (3 in residential districts and 3 in commercial 
districts). 
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Land Use Amendments 
In 2015, the City processed the following Land Use Amendments: 

1. Yarmon/Diverse Properties/Katterhagen – Single Family/Commercial – to Medium Density 
Residential. 

 
2014,  
In the City did not process any requests for Land Use Amendments.   
 
2013 
In 2013, the City did not process any requests for Land Use Amendments.   
 
2012 
In 2012, the City processed one requests for a Land Use Amendment.  G & M Dehler Trust requested a 
land use amendment on property guided for medium density and low-density residential located east of 
HWY 15 and south of CSAH 120 to be amended to commercial.  
 
 
2011 
In 2011, the City processed two requests for Land Use Amendments.  Puchalla Properties, LLC 
requested a land use amendment on properties guided for general business located north of 2nd Street 
South and west of 4th Avenue South and Sartell Street West to be amended to high-density residential 
which was approved.  Diverse Properties of Sartell, LLC requested a land use amendment on property 
guided for low-density residential located east of Benton Drive/County Road 33 and south of County 
Road 29 to be amended to limited business which was approved.  
 
 

Planned Unit Developments 
In 2015, the City Council processed the following Planned Unit Development: 

1.  Providence – Single Family Development 

 
 
2014 
The City Council did not process any requests for Planned Unit Developments related to a Rezoning, 
Conditional Use Permit, and Preliminary Plat. 
 
2013  
The City Council did not process any requests for Planned Unit Developments related to a Rezoning, 
Conditional Use Permit, and Preliminary Plat. 
 
2012 
The City rendered an action on one Planned Unit Development, which included an amendment to a 
conditional use permit for Silvercrest Sartell related to allowing professional medical office while 
continuing to allow residential.  
 
2011 
The City rendered an action on one Planned Unit Development, which included an amendment to a 
conditional use permit for Oak View Pond Estates related to removing the allowance for a mix of 
residential units and to the typical minimum setback requirements, lot width, and lot sizes. 
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Preliminary Plats 
In 2015, the City processed two requests for Preliminary Plats. 
Total Single Family Residential Lots –   
 Providence and Arbor Trails – 143 Single Family Lots 

 

             
2014 Preliminary Platted – 
The City did not process any requests for Preliminary Plat. 
 
2013 Preliminary Platted –  
Over the course of 2013, the City did not process any requests for Preliminary Plats 
 
2012 Preliminary Platted –  
Over the course of 2012, the City did not process any requests for Preliminary Plats. 
 
2011 Preliminary Platted – 
Over the course of 2011, the City processed three requests for Preliminary Plats. 
Total Apartment Lots -    2 
Total Commercial Lots –   1 lot 
 
 
 

Final Plats 
In 2015, the City Council rendered an action on the following Final Plats: 

 
PLAT     Lots   Zone   ACTION 
Avalon Village 9   18  PUD   Approved 
Savanna Oaks 2nd  2  R-1   Approved 
Grandview Crossing  2  PUD   Approved 
Arbor Trails   19  R-1   Approved 
Providence   15  PUD   Approved 
 
TOTAL       Final Plat 
Total Single Family Residential Lots –  54 lots 
Total Twin/Townhome Lot -   0 lot 
Total Apartment Lots -            1 lot 
Total Commercial Lots -     1 lot 
 

 
2014 Final Plats 
The City of Sartell processed five requests for Final Plat Approval. 
Multifamily -   2 lot 
Commercial 
Single Family -  
 
2013 Final Plats 
The City of Sartell processed one request for Final Plat Approval. 
Total Multifamily -   2 lot 
 
2012 Final Plats 
The City of Sartell processed four requests for Final Plat Approval. 
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Total Single Family Residential Lots –  23 lots 
Total Townhome/Twin home Lots - 1 lot 
Total Commercial Lots -            2 lots 
 
2011 Final Plats 
The City of Sartell processed four requests for Final Plat Approval. 
Total Single Family Residential Lots –  4 lots 
Total Apartment Lots -            2 lots 
Total Commercial Lots -            1 lot 
 
 

Site Plans 
In 2014, staff approved the following Administrative Site Plans: 
  
Site Plan   Purpose    Square Footage   

Grandview Crossing Multi-Family   124 Units 
Kwik Trip  Commercial   9,000 sf 
   
TOTAL    2 Site Plans 
 
Total Square Footage of Commercial/Office – 9000 SF 
Total Square Footage/Units Residential – 124 Units 
 
 
 
2014 Site Plans 

Site Plan   Purpose    Square Footage   
Victory Apartments Multi-Family   48 Units 
Legends of Heritage Multi-Family Expansion  Senior Facility 
Pinecone Vision  Office 
Pinecone Cottages Twinhomes   Senior Housing 
Trinity Logistics  Office 
Chateau Waters Multi-Family   100 Units/190,000 SF Senior Housing 
Total Square Footage of Commercial/Office – 6,490 SF 
Total Square Footage/Units Residential – 144,425 SF and 94 Units 
 
 
2013 Site Plans 
The City processed 6 requests for Site Plan Approval in 2013. 
Total Square Footage of Commercial/Office – 6,490 SF 
Total Square Footage of Public – 1,404 SF 
Total Square Footage of Parking – 48,669 SF 
Total Square Footage/Units Residential – 144,425 SF and 94 Units 
 
2012 Site Plans 
The City processed 3 requests for Site Plan Approval in 2012.  
Total Square Footage of Commercial/Office – 48,973 SF 
Total Square Footage of Public – 0 sf 
Total Square Footage/Units Residential - 0 SF and 0 Units 
 
2011 Site Plans 
The City processed 6 requests for Site Plan Approval during 2011. 
Total Square Footage of Commercial/Office – 33,548 SF 
Total Square Footage of Public – 0 sf 
Total Square Footage/Units Residential - 271,606 SF and 148 Units 
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2015 Building Permits  
New Single Family Homes -    62 Permits  
New Single Family Value –    $13,850,350.00 
New Multi-Family Housing -    2 Permits  
New Multi-Family Value -    $28,394,900.00 
New Commercial-     1 
New Commercial Value -      $250,000.00 
Commercial Expansions/Alterations -   26 Permits 
Commercial Expansions/Alterations Value -  $1,860,190.00 
Other Building -     $2,022,900.00 
Total Building Permit Valuation Totals  $46,378,340 
Average Valuation for Single Family (construction) - $223,392 
 
2014 Building Permits  
New Single Family Homes -    73 Permits  
New Single Family Value –    $17,215,700 
New Multi-Family Housing -    0 Permits  
New Multi-Family Value -    $0.00 
New Commercial-     19 
New Commercial Value -      $4,910,421 
Commercial Expansions/Alterations -   22 Permits 
Commercial Expansions/Alterations Value -  $1,515,200 
Average Valuation for Single Family (construction) - $235,831 
 
2013 Building Permits 
New Single Family Homes -   71 Permits  
New Single Family Value –   $16,172,570.00 
New Multi-Family Housing -   2 Permits  
New Multi-Family Value -   $11,819,000.00 
New Commercial-   10 
New Commercial Value -     $2,307,749.00 
Commercial Expansions/Alterations -  29 Permits 
Commercial Expansions/Alterations Value - $9,495,215.00 
Average Valuation for Single Family (construction) - $227,782 
 
2012 Building Permits 
New Single Family Homes -   51 Permits  
New Multi-Family Housing -   2 Permits  
New Commercial-    2 Permits and 2 footing and foundation 
New Single Family Value –   $10,725,700 
New Multi-Family Value -   $13,055,533 
New Commercial Value -     $4,700,000 
Commercial Expansions/Alterations -  38 Permits 
Commercial Expansions/Alterations Value - $5,565,770 
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FINAL PLATTED VACANT RESIDENTIAL LOTS 
By year end, there was an estimated 220 vacant platted single family detached residential lots compared 
to 362 in 2013  and 443 in 2012.  Additionally, there are 73 vacant town home lots (Sandstone Village).   

 

 

ANNEXATIONS  
2015 Annexations    Acres  Persons   

      0  0  

 
 
2014 Annexations Acres  Persons 

  
2013 Annexations Acres  Persons 

2    58.47  3 

 
2012 Annexations Acres  Persons 

0      0  0 
2011 Annexations Acres  Persons 
0      0  0 
 
2010 Annexations Acres  Persons 
7      6.4  11 
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Projects/Activities 
 
Zoning Ordinance Revisions 
Over the past year, the planning department conducted significant ordinance research 
(impervious surface, off-street parking, urban agriculture, etc) and prepared ordinance 
amendments.  The City Council adopted the following ordinance amendments:  
 
Stormwater Ordinance Requirements – Multiple Amendments throughout zoning and 
subdivision codes. 
 
Certificate of Survey Requirements - Multiple Amendments throughout zoning and subdivision 
codes 
 
Subdivision Ordinance – Cul-de –Sac lengthen 
 
National Pollution Discharge System (NPDES) 
The Planning Department administers with the assistance of the Public Works and Building 
Departments with the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) program.  The 
NPDES Phase II program is a federally mandated program established by the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) to implement and maintain storm water management activities through 
a permitting mechanism in the City of Sartell.  The permit requires the City to incorporate six 
minimum control measures into a storm water pollution prevention plan (SWPPP), which also 
needs to be updated on a yearly basis.  Those six control measures include Public Education 
and Outreach, Public Participation/Involvement, Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination, 
Construction Site Runoff Control, Post-Construction Runoff Control, and Pollution 
Prevention/Good Housekeeping.  These measures are expected to result in significant 
reductions of pollutants discharged into receiving water bodies. 
 
Ms4 Update 
The Planning Department submitted the City’s new MS4 permit and application for coverage 
under the NPDES State Disposal System General Permit, which went into effect on August 1, 
2013.  Upon review and acceptance of our application, the City will have 12 months to comply 
with all the new requirements (including updates to our zoning and subdivision ordinances, 
enforcement measures, and education requirements).  Most of that work occurred at the 
beginning of 2015 and included an audit by the MPCA in the Fall of 2015. 
 
Ordinance research 
Solar Ordinance Amendments 
The Planning Commission had been reviewing standards related to solar panels and solar 
gardens.   
 
Stockpile/Property Maintenance 
The Planning Commission had discussions regarding commercial property maintenance, in 
particular, those with large stockpiles and unmanaged vegetation.  They requested a 
conversation with members of the CMBA or other interested individual to discuss the problem 
and seek potential solutions from their members (in advance of crafting ordinances).   
 
Geensteps Program 
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Continue to enter information into our profile and have been able to add at least five additional 
best practices.  As we head into the heavy permit season, and as time allows, we will continue 
to analyze new potential best practices to implement 
 
APO Funding Request 
We applied and received approval of a planning grant which was submitted to the APO on July 
1st requesting funds to review routes associated with the future 15th Street North collector 
roadway from Pinecone Road to Town-line Road will be funded.  This will be a 2016 planning 
study. 
 
LeSauk Drive Study  and Preliminary/Final Design 
The purpose of the study was to document existing and forecasted conditions and to develop 
and evaluate the feasibility of alternatives to improve traffic flow, safety, and operations along 
LeSauk Drive and Stearns County Road 1. The Council (together with recommendations by the 
Planning and Economic Development Commission) approved the 5 legged design. 
 
Staff then started working with Stearns County and SRF to start preliminary and final design 
services for the above-referenced project with the goal of a 2016 construction start.  
 
TAP Grant 
Sartell’s SRTS plan implementation grant application was given the highest priority from the 
APO’s Board.  St. Cloud’s Beaver Island Trail connection was the 2nd priority.  While both 
projects advanced to the next level, our project had the highest priority, received extra points 
that are used to score all projects and was able to secure the funding for the improvements. 
 
New Resident Summit 
Nate worked on a new resident summit that attempted to acclimate new residents to our 
community.  He was trying to connect with different groups such as the Chamber and MetroBus 
for different options and partnership opportunities.This event was cancelled due to the lack of 
interest. 
 
Solar Garden 
Staff had been meeting with representatives of SolarStone to assess the possibility of leasing 
city-owned property for the purpose of a solar garden.  After the company had spent a 
significant amount of time analyzing potential sites and energy utilization, staff assisted the 
company with an application for a solar garden located on the Grede landfill and the former city 
lagoon. Planning staff worked and the negotiated land lease for the project with guidance from a 
Council subcommittee. 
 
Legislative Work 
Planning staff testified on several occasions on the need for additional transportation funding 
including a specific transportation funding request. This request is for $4 million in state 
funding to complete the construction of a regional roadway corridor known as the 50th Avenue 
South Project 
 
Mississippi River  
There had been a few activities that staff had participated in relative to the Mississippi River.  
On April 23rd Anita was able to provide a presentation to representatives of the Mississippi 
River Parkway Commission on the activities the City of Sartell has done in relationship to the 
Mississippi River and in conjunction with the St. Cloud Area Urban River Plan.  In addition, 
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along with Sauk Rapids and St. Cloud, Sartell hosted a riverfront property owner workshop on 
May 14th which will provide an opportunity to ask specific city regulation questions, learn useful 
property tips and the possibility of exploring the formation of a riverfront property association. 
Planning Staff continues to be involved in the regional Mississippi River Regional Planning 
committees. 

CITY OF SARTELL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITES 
 
Sartell is alive and growing, and the Economic Development Commission (EDC) is 
dedicated to improving the economic vitality of the area.  The EDC is a volunteer board 
for the City of Sartell. 
 
The following community representatives are involved in Sartell Economic 
Development: 
 
Economic Development Commission: 
Chad Zimmerman 
Brian Dauer (Chair) 
Jim Illies Jr. 
Dawn Loberg 
Mike Schoenecker 
Bruce Stainbrook 
Julie Whitney 
Heladio Zavala 
 
City Staff: 
Anita Rasmussen, Planning Director 
Mary Degiovanni, City Administrator       
       
The mission of the Sartell Economic Development Commission:  
 
To promote Sartell asa viable place to start, expand, relocate or retain a business so as 
to provide the potential for profitable growth. The Economic Development Commission 
will assist the City Council in policy-making decisions, which continue to create a 
community, which offers a high quality of life for employers, employees and residents to 
live and raise their families. 
 
 
 
What does economic development mean to Sartell? 
 Creation of a strong and diverse tax base  
 Higher quality commercial/industrial development with a higher tax base density per 

acre, even if it develops more slowly 
 A mix of wage rates which meet or exceed the livable wage as per the City’s 

municipal subsidies policy, depending upon the types of businesses that locate here  
 Redevelopment 
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What does economic development mean to Sartell physically?  What types of 
development are consistent with this vision? 
 Medically oriented business/office  
 Light Manufacturing/office warehouse 
 Business/office park with higher development standards 
 Commercial/retail centers 
 Appropriately zoning industrial land when annexed into the City 
 

Activities 
1.  CGI Promotional City Videos 
CGI was able to solicit 20+ businesses for sponsoring the City’s promotional videos which will 
be published on the City’s website.   
 
2. Sartell Medical/Office Neighborhood 
Nate participates in the medical/office neighborhood group located along Highway 15.  They 
began meeting in 2012 to brainstorm business solutions to the impending road construction 
projects that impact traffic flow, patient/client access, and overall business operations. The 
group has evolved and is working on developing long-term strategies to brand the neighborhood 

in order to improve patient/client relations as well as grow business. The City of Sartell was 
awarded $10,000 from the Initiative Foundation’s Innovation Grant Program to assist in 
an economic sustainability plan for the medical/office neighborhood, and the city plans 
to emulate this plan elsewhere.  
 
3. Site Selector Tour – Greater St. Cloud Region 
Along with a number of the other surrounding communities, the Planning Director 
participated in a site selector familiarity tour which was sponsored by the MN 
Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED) and was hosted by the 
Greater St. Cloud Development Corporation.   Five (5) regions, including St. Cloud, 
were invited by DEED to host a site selector event to introduce them to the business 
development assets of each of our regions. In addition to having the opportunity to get 
our region on the radar screen of a national site selector, the intent was for the site 
selector to offer feedback to the host region as to how they can strengthen or improve 
their competitive positioning in business attraction.  
 
4. EDC One-Year Strategic Initiatives 
The EDC has created subcommittees to address several goals in 2015 to work of the 
following: 
1. Community Culture and Tourism 
2.  Recruitment/Marketing Efforts – Tech, Medical, and Retail 
3.  Paper Mill property(s) Redevelopment 
4.  Town Square/Park Advocacy /Community Center Relations 
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