
 

 

AGENDA 

SARTELL CITY COUNCIL 
Monday, January 26, 2015 

Sartell City Hall 
7:00 P.M. 

                
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
2. AGENDA REVIEW AND ADOPTION 

 
3. OPEN FORUM/PUBLIC COMMENT (up to 3 speakers allowed for up to 3 minutes each – no Council 

response or action is given to open forum comments other than possible referral to City staff or a City 
Board/Commission) 

 
4. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 

a. Life Saving Awards for December 11, 2014 Incident 
b. Metro Citizens Police Academy Alumni Association (MCPAAA) – taser holster check presentation 
c. Kris O’Brien – Community Education Update 

 
5. APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

a. January 12, 2015 – Special Meeting 
b. January 12, 2015 - Regular Meeting 

 
6. CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Approval of voucher payments 
b. Acceptance of donations 
c. Approval of revisions to Meeting Guidelines & Rules 
d. Approval of purchase of budgeted Public Works equipment 
e. Approval of operations consultant agreement 
f. Approval of purchase of budgeted Fire Department equipment 
g. Approval of 2015 kennel permit 
h. Approval of Winkelman Contract for Mighty Ducks Grant improvements 
i. Approval of Updated Development and Regulatory Timeline 
j. Calling Public Hearing on Conditional Use Permit Request 

 
7. OLD BUSINESS 

 
8. NEW BUSINESS 
 a. Joint Resolution of Legislative Proposals and General Policy Statements 
  
9. CITY COUNCIL UPDATES & MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

 
10. ADJOURN 



SARTELL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 
 
MINUTES OF JANUARY 12, 2015                               SPECIAL MEETING 
 
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a special meeting was held on January 12, 2015 at 
Sartell City Hall.  The meeting commenced at 5:00 PM. 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT: Mayor Nicoll, Council members Braig Lindstrom and Lynch.  Council 

member Peterson (due to military service) and Council member Hennes 
attended remotely via interactive television. 

COUNCIL ABSENT: None 
OTHERS PRESENT: Mary Degiovanni, City Administrator 

Anita Rasmussen, Comm Dev Director/Asst. City Admin 
Becky Wicklund, Account Clerk 

 
AGENDA 
A motion was made by Lynch and seconded by Peterson to adopt the agenda as presented.  
The motion carried unanimously. 
 
2015 ANNUAL APPOINTMENTS 
The Council discussed appointments to various commissions, committees and boards for 2015.  
A motion was made by Hennes and seconded by Lynch to adopt Resolution 01-2015 Making 
Certain Appointments for 2015.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
COUNCIL PROCESSES 
The Council discussed potential changes to their meeting guidelines and rules of order.  Council 
consensus was for staff to formalize these changes for consent agenda approval: 

 Change meeting guidelines to specify “up to 3 minutes” for open forum speakers so we 
can be fair and consistent in how open forum presentations are handled. 

 Change meeting guidelines to specify that items removed from consent agenda will be 
added as business items right after consent agenda to avoid confusion about where to 
place those items on the agenda. 

 Change rules of order to specify that discussion prior to a motion is allowable. 
 
Mayor Nicoll expressed that she looks forward to working with the new Council as a team and 
building trust to accomplish good work for the City. 
 
GOALS 
Staff reviewed the existing goals list with Council to confirm which goals should carry over to 
2015.  Consensus was to carry over these goals: 

 Community Center:  Staff will bring back more ideas on how the Council could get more 
than one architectural vision and will bring back a list of construction managers with 
experience that might fit our needs so the Council can decide upon which ones to 



request proposals from and scheduled for interview.  Council was also in favor of an 
operations consultant contract so staff will deliver that for future consideration as well. 

 Purchase land for Town Square and start working with developers on town square 

 Sauk River Park and Pinecone Regional Park 

 Dog Park 

 Re-evaluate the role of the Park Commission and its relationship to the City Council 
and staff:  Based on Council’s discussion of what function the Park Commission could 
best serve, staff will get Park Commission input on reformatting to focus on existing 
parks and operate more like a committee that meets as needed and reports directly to 
the Council with their recommendations.  They will not be asked to preview plats or 
specific park project proposals – those will come to Council without first going through 
Park Commission.  Park Commission focus will be on existing parks to give their 
recommendations by direct report to the Council as and when needed.  The Council can 
then decide whether/when to incorporate those recommendations into the City’s plans 
and budgets. 

 
Staff also circulated a draft of 2015 legislative priorities and asked for Council feedback at a 
later date. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Upon motion made by Braig Lindstrom and seconded by Hennes, the Mayor adjourned the 
meeting at 6:45 pm. 
       Minutes By:   
 
 
       ___________________________________ 
       Mary Degiovanni, City Administrator 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
Sarah Jane Nicoll, Mayor 
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CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MINUTES OF JANUARY 12, 2015 

 
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Sartell City Council was held on January 
12, 2015 in the Council Chambers of Sartell City Hall.  
 
OATHS OF OFFICE 
City Administrator Degiovanni administered the Oaths of Office to Mayor elect Nicoll and Council 
member elect Lynch.  Because Council member Peterson was not able to attend the meeting due to 
military service, he had previously taken the Oath of Office. 
 
Mayor Sarah Nicoll called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT: Mayor Nicoll, Council members: Braig-Lindstrom, Hennes (attended remotely 

via interactive television), and Lynch 
ABSENT:  Council member Peterson (due to military service) 
ALSO PRESENT:  Mary Degiovanni, City Administrator 

Anita Rasmussen, Community Development Director/Asst. City Admin 
Brad Borders, Public Works Director 
Jim Hughes, Police Chief 
Mike Nielson, Engineer 
Judy Molitor, Recording Secretary 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
AGENDA REVIEW AND ADOPTION 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BRAIG-LINDSTROM AND SECONDED BY MEMBER LYNCH        
APPROVING THE AGENDA AS AMENDED. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
OPEN FORUM/PUBLIC COMMENT  
None 
 
APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

a. December 8, 2014 Special Meeting 
b. December 8, 2014 Regular Meeting 
c. December 17, 2014 Special Meeting 

 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER HENNES AND SECONDED BY BRAIG LINDSTROM          
APPROVING THE MINUTES AS PRESENTED.  THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
  
CONSENT AGENDA  
 

a. December Building Permit Activity Report – Acceptance 
b. December Inspections Activity Report – Acceptance 
c. Approval of voucher payments 
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d. Acceptance of Donations 
e. Approval of facilitator with City/Township cost sharing 
f. Approval of Temporary Liquor License 
g. Approval of Mill Art Project Contract 
h. Approval of 2015 kennel permits 
i. Approval of Joint Powers Agreement for Legal Services 
j. Approval of 2015 refuse hauler licenses 
k. Approval of CHD Proclamation 2015 
l. Calling special Council meeting at 5:00 pm on February 9, 2015 
m. Approval of Firefighter appointment 
n. Approval of Administrative appointments 
o. Approval of Personnel Committee Recommendations 
p. Approval of Resolution Appointing Fire Officers 
q. Setting annual meeting of Economic Development Authority for 6:30 pm on March 9, 2015 
r. Approval to purchase budgeted squad cars 
s. Approval to purchase budgeted technology upgrades 
t. Calling Public Hearings on Ordinance Amendments 
u. Approval of Resolution Making Certain Commission Appointments 
v. Approval of City Video Services 
w. Approval of Resolution Rescinding Detachment 
x. Acceptance of Police Officer resignation 

 
Administrator Degiovanni stated that an additional kennel license had been added to Item “h”. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LYNCH AND SECONDED BY MEMBER HENNES 
APPROVING CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS A – X INCLUDING THE ADDITIONAL KENNEL LICENSE. THE 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Pinecone Road Update 
 
City Engineer Nielson presented a map outlining the proposed phased construction and some cost 
estimates for Pinecone Road reconstruction.  He also discussed location of roundabouts, optional road 
width, turn lanes along with options for bike lanes and alternative detour routes.  Nielson was not 
requesting formal action at this time but welcomed input on the plan and consensus from the Council to 
proceed. 
 
Council member Braig Lindstrom prefers trail on 27th Street and may want to delay the roundabout at 
2nd Street until the connection from 2nd Street to County Road 133 is made. 
 
Consensus of the Council was to continue moving forward with the project.  Nielson also mentioned the 
suggestion of a resident to change the speed limit on Pinecone Road until repairs are made, but based 
on rules for doing this and the options available, Council agreed no changes should be pursued. 
  



January 12, 2015 
 
 

3 
 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
Joint Planning District Board 
 
Community Development Director Rasmussen explained the request from the Joint Planning District 
Board as to the future need of the board and the need to update the regional comprehensive plan.  The 
consensus of the Council supported disbanding the Board but that relevant subcommittees should 
continue to function. 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 

a. Police Department 
 
Chief Hughes presented his monthly report and reported on the success of the “Shop with a Cop” as well 
as extending a special thanks to Country Manor for their generous support for the “Cookout with Cops”.   
The Chief also acknowledged and thanked the Firefighters and Police that took time to ring the bells for 
the Salvation Army at Christmas. 
 

b. Fire Department 
 
There was no representative from the Fire Department at the meeting; however, their report was 
included with the packet. 
 

c. Public Works 
 
Director Borders presented his report and gave an update as to the amount of cash collected at the 
compost on Saturday, January 10th.  The amount of food collected will be reported at the next monthly 
reporting. 
 

d. City Engineer 
 
City Engineer Nielson presented his report and highlighted the meeting he had with businesses owners 
around and near the intersection of 2nd Street South and Pinecone where they discussed the 
reconstruction of Pinecone Road. 
 

e. Community Development Director 
 
Director Rasmussen presented her report. 
  

f. City Administrator 
 
Administrator Degiovanni presented her report. 
 
Council member Braig Lindstrom requested updates to the Community Center planning process be a 
part of reports. 
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CITY COUNCIL UPDATE – MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
 
A welcome was extended for new Council member Lynch and Mayor Nicoll. Lynch and Nicoll expressed 
gratitude for being elected and are looking forward to serving the next four years. 
  
ADJOURN  
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BRAIG LINDSTROM AND SECONDED BY MEMBER LYNCH              
TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 7:46 P.M. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
  
 
       Minutes By 
 
 
       _________________________________ 
       Judy Molitor 
       Recording Secretary 
          
___________________________________ 
Sarah Jane Nicoll 
Mayor 
  



























RESOLUTION NO.  ________ 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DONATIONS 

 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council deems it advisable and in the best interest 
of the City to accept the following donation: 
 

$1,000 from Bank Vista toward PD’s Teen PAL Program 

 
 
 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
SARTELL, that the above donations are hereby accepted by the City, and the 
following conditions, if any, are placed on the use of the gifts: None 
 
 
ADOPTED BY THE SARTELL CITY COUNCIL THIS 26th DAY OF JANUARY, 
2015. 
 
 
 
      _____________________________ 
      MAYOR 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
 
 
 
 
SEAL 
 

 



 

SARTELL    AGENDA 

CITY COUNCIL   COVER SHEET 
 
Originating Department:  

Administration 

 
Meeting Date:  

January 26, 2015 

 
Agenda Item No. 

    6c 
 
Agenda Section:  Consent 

 
Item:  Revisions to Meeting Guidelines & Rules 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  Formal approval of attached document amendments previously 

approved by Council consensus. 

 

 

BOARD/COMMISSION/COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: N/A 

 

 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION:  The Council’s last special meeting included discussion and 

consensus regarding changes to your meeting guidelines and rules as noted on the attached 

documents. 

 

 

BACKGROUND:  NA 

 

 

BUDGET/FISCAL IMPACT:  NA 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Council Meeting Guidelines and Rules of Order 

 

 

COUNCIL ACTIONS REQUESTED:  Consent agenda approval serves as approval of the 

document changes.  If item is removed from Consent, separate motion is requested approving 

changes.  

 

 

 

 

 
  



 

City of Sartell Council Meeting Guidelines 
City Council Meeting Schedule: The Sartell City Council’s regular meetings are held on the 2nd and 
4th Mondays of each month (although generally only the 2nd Monday during the summer months 
unless a second meeting is needed) beginning at 7:00 p.m. The meeting agenda is available for 
review at Sartell City Hall and on the city website (www.sartellmn.com) on the Friday preceding 
the meeting. Regular meetings of the Council are broadcast live on cable channel 181 and 
rebroadcast the following day at 9 am.  Video recordings of the meetings are also available on the 
city website generally within 48 hours following the meeting.  
 
City Council Meeting Format: Following reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance, the Council takes 
action to approve the agenda for the meeting. The following is a brief explanation of the sections 
of the Sartell City Council agenda: 
 

 Open Forum/Public Comment Session: The City Council has set aside up to 10 minutes at 
the beginning of each regular Council meeting to take comment from members of the 
public.  Individuals wishing to offer comment to the Council must register by contacting 
City Hall prior to 4:30 pm on the date of the meeting or by signing up at the Open Forum 
sign-up sheet provided prior to the start of each Council meeting.  Each participant is 
allowed up to three minutes to address the Council at the podium. The Open Forum session 
is devoted exclusively to accepting comment from the public.  While the City Council may 
opt to refer a matter to staff or one of its boards or commissions for study, the Council will 
not debate, discuss or formally act on any matter presented during the Open Forum 
session. 
 

 Consent Agenda: The Council uses a Consent Agenda for routine, non-controversial items 
needing little or no further deliberation. Those items listed on the Consent Agenda are 
approved together as one vote unless a Council member requests removal of an individual 
item for separate consideration.  Items removed from consent agenda shall be considered 
separately by the council after Consent Agenda vote is taken. 
 

 Public Hearings: These are formal proceedings that give the public the opportunity to 
express their concerns or support, ask questions, or provide additional information on a 
particular matter.  The Mayor may use discretion whether to allow repeat testimony.  All 
individuals offering testimony are required to do so using the podium microphone and 
must identify themselves by name, address and any business or organization that they 
represent.  Once the public hearing is closed, no further testimony is typically allowed and 
the Council will deliberate amongst itself and with staff and/or applicant.  While the Council 
strives to make timely decisions, occasionally additional information may be needed 
making it desirable to defer action until a later date.  Depending on the situation, the 
hearing may be continued to a future date to preserve the ability to attain additional 
testimony.  

 

 Old Business: Matters that have had previous discussion by the Council that are expected 
to require further deliberation by Council and City staff prior to Council action are placed 
on the agenda as “Old Business”.  
 

http://www.sartellmn.com/


 

 New Business: Matters that have not had any previous discussion by the Council are placed 
on the agenda as “New Business” for deliberation by Council and City staff.  
 

 Department Reports: This part of the agenda is reserved for department managers to 
provide timely updates to the Council and to address questions or concerns presented by 
members of the Council.  
 

 City Council Updates & Miscellaneous Business: Updates from individual council members 
relating to various boards and commissions they each serve on are typically shared at this 
time.  Council members have the option to preview an issue at this time to see if the Council 
as a whole wants an issue on a Council agenda. 



 

Rules of Order 

for the 

Sartell City Council 

Preamble. 

a. Purpose. The purpose of these rules is to foster debate and discussion in an orderly 
manner, not to suppress honest discussion with excessive formality. Without rules, 
confusion and disorderly proceedings would hamper all city action, no matter how 
well intended. Rules allow city business to be conducted as efficiently as possible, 
protect minority groups by giving every person a chance to be heard, prevent 
discussion of multiple topics at once, and allow decisions to be made by majority 
rule. 

b. Rights of council members. All council members are equal and have the same rights 
to make motions; object to motions in a timely manner; participate in debate; have 
their votes counted; and speak, when recognized, free of interruption. 

c. Obligations of council members. The rights of individual council members cannot be 
realized unless all council members also recognize their obligations as members of 
the political body. Council members are obligated to receive the recognition of the 
chair before speaking, except as otherwise provided by these rules. No one has the 
right to speak at whim. Council members are obligated to speak directly on the 
subject being considered and observe time limits for comment. Finally, council 
members are obligated to address all remarks to the presiding officer, avoid 
personal attacks, and refrain from using any insulting or demeaning language or 
indecent or threatening behavior. 

Rule 1. Motions. 
All formal actions of council must be by motion. A councilmember may make only one motion 
at a time. 
 
Rule 2. Language for making a motion. 
The appropriate language for making a motion shall be substantially similar to “I move to…” 
 

Rule 3. Procedure for consideration of a motion. 

Once a motion has been made and seconded, the presiding officer shall restate the motion 
and (if applicable) open the motion up for debate, provided that the mayor determines that 
the motion is in order and no objections to the motion have been made pursuant to Rule 4. 
A motion is in order if it is made at a proper time in the proper format, including having 
been seconded by another member of the Council, and does not violate any applicable 
rules of law, ordinance, or city policy, including city policies on decorum and civility, and is 
not made for the purpose of unduly delaying the proceedings. Debate shall follow the 
procedures in Rule 5. Once debate has concluded, the presiding officer shall restate the 
motion and call for a vote on the issue. A motion shall be considered passed if it receives a 
majority vote of those present at the meeting, unless otherwise required by law.  Nothing 
in this Rule prohibits discussion by the Council on a topic prior to a motion being made if 
the Council feels preliminary discussion is advisable to assist in formulating a motion. 



 

Rule 4. Objections to a motion. 

a. Any member of the council may make an objection to a motion if he or she believes 
the motion is not in order. A motion is in order if it is made at a proper time in the 
proper format and does not violate any applicable rules of law, ordinance, or city 
policy, including city policies on decorum and civility, and is not made for the 
purpose of unduly delaying the proceedings. 

b. An objection to a motion must be made immediately following the motion and at no 
other time. The objector does not need to be recognized by the presiding officer in 
order to voice their objection. The appropriate language for making an objection 
shall be substantially similar to "I object to the motion as being out of order, and call 
for a ruling by the presiding officer." 

c. A motion may be objected to as not being made at a proper time if the motion was 
made by a person not called upon by the presiding officer to speak, or if it does not 
follow the agreed upon agenda for the meeting. 

d. The presiding officer shall determine whether the motion is in order. 

e. In determining whether the motion is in order, the presiding officer shall let the 
objector to the motion speak once explaining his or her position. Next, the presiding 
officer shall let the maker of the motion speak once to answer the concerns of the 
objector. Then the presiding officer shall make a formal ruling as to whether the 
motion was in order. 

f. If the motion is ruled out of order, the motion shall not be considered. If the motion 
is ruled in order, the presiding officer shall open the motion for debate (if  
applicable). 

g. The presiding officer's ruling may be appealed as provided in Rule 7. 

Rule 5. Debate. 

Generally only one motion may be considered at a time in debate. Once a motion has been 
made, the presiding officer shall restate the motion and open the motion for debate, if the 
motion is debatable. The presiding officer shall conduct the debate in accordance with the 
following: 

 

a. For initial comments, all comments shall be limited to five minutes. For subsequent 
comments, all comments shall be limited to two minutes. 

b. The maker of the motion shall be permitted to speak first on the issue. 

c. To the extent possible, the debate shall alternate between proponents and 
opponents of the measure. 

d. Everyone who wishes to speak on the issue must be permitted to speak 
once, before council members who have already spoken are permitted 
to speak again. 



 

 
e.  Council members shall avoid repeating points already made in the debate or other 

duplicative conduct that may delay the proceedings. Where a point has already been 
made, council members may affirm agreement or disagreement.  

f.    Generally only one motion may be considered at a time in debate. Debate may only be 
interrupted by a motion to amend the original motion, a motion to take a brief recess, 
a motion to withdraw the motion by the motion's maker, a motion to divide a 
complex question, a motion to defer consideration to a later date, a motion to refer 
an issue to committee, motion for the previous question, a motion to limit debate, or 
a motion for a call to order. When debate is interrupted by any of these motions, the 
interrupting motion shall be resolved prior to resuming debate. 

Rule 6. Definitions of motions that may interrupt debate (secondary motions).  

As explained in Rule 5, only certain motions may interrupt debate on a motion. These are 
called secondary motions. When a secondary motion is made, the presiding officer must 
follow the same procedures in Rule 3 to consider the secondary motion. A secondary motion 
must be resolved, either by being ruled out of order by the presiding officer or debated and 
voted upon by the council, before debate on the main motion can resume. Secondary motions 
may also be made outside of debate, where appropriate. For example, a motion to take a 
brief recess can be made before, during, or after a debate. 

 

a. Motion to amend the original motion. The maker of the motion does not need to 
consent to a motion to amend. However, he or she may vote against the amendment 
or withdraw their motion via a motion to withdraw prior to any amendment being 
approved. Only two amendments may be made to an original motion to avoid 
confusion. The amendments should be voted on in reverse order, with the last 
amendment being voted upon first. To avoid confusion, complex language 
should be put in writing. A motion may not be amended so substantially as to 
essentially reject the original motion, though different language may be proposed so 
as to entirely substitute for the original language. 

The appropriate language for making a motion to amend shall be substantially similar 
to "I move to amend the motion by inserting between . . . .  and.. . ." or "I move to 
amend the motion by adding after..." or "I move to amend the motion by striking 
out..." or "I move to amend the motion by striking out... and inserting... " or "I move to 
amend by striking out the motion ... and substituting the following. " 

b. Motion to take a brief recess is not a motion to adjourn or continue the meeting to 
another time or place. Instead, it is a motion to take a brief respite no greater than 20 
minutes. If a motion to take a brief recess is granted, the presiding officer may set a 
time for the meeting to resume. In addition, the presiding officer is authorized to call 
for a brief recess on his or her own initiative, without a vote, to maintain order in the 
meeting. 

The appropriate language for making a motion to recess shall be substantially similar 
to "I move to take a brief recess for XX minutes. " 



 

 
c. Motion to withdraw a motion is not subject to debate, and it can only be made 

by the motion's maker before a motion is amended. 
 
 The appropriate language for making a motion to withdraw shall be 

substantially similar to “I move to withdraw my motion…” 

d.   Motion to divide a complex question may be used for complex items of 
business. It allows the council to break larger questions into smaller parts, 
which are considered separately. 
 
The appropriate language for making a motion to divide a complex question shall be 
substantially similar to "I move to divide the question into parts. Part 1 shall be …. and 
Part 2 shall be …..” 

 
e.    Motion to table or defer consideration to a later date is not subject to debate. 

It may be used to defer or delay consideration of a matter. 

The appropriate language for making a motion to defer consideration shall be 
substantially similar to "I move to defer consideration of the main motion/this 
item until…” 

f. Motion to refer an issue to committee is not subject to debate. It may be used to 
refer an issue to a city committee, such as the park board or planning commission, 
for their report. The motion should contain an expected receipt day for the report. 

The appropriate language for making a motion to refer an issue shall be 
substantially similar to "I move to refer the main motion/this issue to the …….. 
committee for its consideration and recommendation. The committee should report 
back to the council in …. days/weeks.  

g. Motion for call of the previous question is not subject to debate. It may be used 
only after at least 20 minutes of debate on a single motion or when all members of 
the council have been permitted to speak at least once on the motion. If approved 
by the majority, a vote must be taken on the motion under debate immediately. 

The appropriate language for making a motion to call the previous question shall 
be substantially similar to "I move to call the previous question" or "I move for an 
immediate vote on this issue. " 

h.   Motion to limit debate is not subject to debate. It may be used to establish time limits 
for debate. 

The appropriate language for making a motion to limit debate shall be substantially 
similar to "I move to limit debate on this issue to  ….. minutes per person " or "I move to 
limit council debate on this issue to no more than ….. minutes total. " 

i.    Motion for a call to order is not subject to debate. It may be used to signal 
to the presiding officer that the councilmember feels the proceedings have 
gotten disorderly. 

The appropriate language for making a motion for a call to order shall be 
substantially similar to "I move for a call to order by the presiding officer." 



 

NOTE: Most secondary motions should not literally interrupt debate. They may not be 
made in the midst of the comments of a speaker duly recognized by the presiding 
officer, or silence the speaker's speech. To make a secondary motion, the maker must 
be called upon and recognized by the presiding officer. There are two exceptions to this 
rule—a motion for a call of the previous question and a motion for a call to order. These 
motions may be made at any time—even in a manner that interrupts a speaker. 
However, these motions should be made only in the rare instance where a meeting has 
become out of control, strayed from the agenda, or become disorderly. 

Rule 7. Appealing procedural decisions of the presiding officer. 

a. Any member of the council may appeal to the full council a ruling on order or 
procedure made by the presiding officer. 

b. Procedure for appeals. An appeal is made by motion. No second is needed for the 
motion. The member making the motion may speak once solely on the question 
involved, and the presiding officer may speak once solely to explain his or her 

ruling, but no other councilmember may participate in the discussion. 
Once both the maker of the motion and the presiding officer has spoken, the 
matter must be voted on by the council as a whole. 
The appeal shall be sustained if it is approved by a majority of the members 

present, exclusive of the presiding officer. 

Rule 8. Other special motions explained. 

a.    Motion to adjourn is not subject to debate. It may be used to suggest a conclusion 
to the meeting. The presiding officer may adjourn a meeting on his or her own 
initiative, without a vote, if necessary to maintain order.

The appropriate language for making a motion to adjourn shall be 
substantially similar to "I move to adjourn the meeting. " 

b. Motion to go into closed session may be used to close the meeting pursuant to the 
Minnesota Open Meeting Law. When the motion is made, the basis for closing the 
meeting and the applicable law must be stated into the record. The presiding officer 
may also close the meeting on his or her own initiative, without a council vote, if 
closing the meeting is mandatory under the law or if directed by the city attorney. 

The appropriate language for making a motion to go into closed session shall be 
substantially similar to "I move to close the meeting in order to consider ……… pursuant 
to ..... of the Minnesota Open Meeting Law. " 

c. Motion to leave a closed session may be used to conclude a closed session and return 
to an open meeting. 

The appropriate language for making a motion to leave a closed session shall be 
substantially similar to "I move to open the meeting." 

d. Motion to revive consideration of an issue may be used to request consideration 
of an issue previously tabled, deferred, or referred to committee at any prior 
meeting. The appropriate language for making a motion to revive shall be 
substantially similar to "I move to revive consideration of ………..previously 
tabled/deferred/referred to committee." 

c.  

d. 



 

 
e. Motion to reconsider may be made no later than the next regular meeting of the city 

council following the meeting where the issue was originally considered and voted 
upon. It may be made only by a person on the prevailing side of an issue. In the event 
of a tie vote, those voting against the issue shall be considered the prevailing side. 

The appropriate language for making a motion to reconsider shall be substantially 
similar to "I move to reconsider... " 

f. Motion to rescind or repeal may be made at any meeting following the meeting 
where the issue was originally considered and voted upon. It may be made by any 
council member, whether or not he or she was on the prevailing side. It may not be 
made when prevented by law or where substantial reliance on the council's previous 
decision has occurred (for example, in the area of contracts or hiring/termination of 
employees). 

The appropriate language for making a motion to reconsider shall be substantially 
similar to "I move to rescind/repeal the council's previous action related to …. as stated in 
resolution number…. " 

g. Motion to prevent reintroduction of an issue for months is not subject to debate. It 
may be used to limit discussion of an issue that has been raised and/or moved for 
reconsideration several previous times. 

The appropriate language for making a motion to prevent reintroduction shall be 
substantially similar to "I move to prevent reintroduction of this issue for …. months." 

h.    Motion to suspend the rules or to consider a motion informally should be used 
sparingly on issues likely to be uncontroversial. Complex motions and resolutions 
should still be put in writing. This motion may permit informal discussion of an issue 
(such as a roundtable discussion, brainstorming session, visioning session, etc.) 
where appropriate. 

The appropriate language for making a motion to proceed informally shall be 
substantially similar to "I move that we suspend the rules and proceed informally in 
discussing the issue of ……” 

Rule 9. Resolutions and ordinances.  
 
Simple motions shall be used only for procedural and meeting matters. Substantive 
issues, such as the approval or disapproval of contracts, licenses, or permits; the censure 
of council members; the hiring, termination, or promotion of employees; the 
appointment of board, commission, and committee members; and the adoption of city 
policies, rules, and ordinances shall be by resolution. An exception to this general rule 
may be made in instances where significant documentation of the council's decision 
exists, rendering an additional resolution repetitive (for example, where a written 
contract spells out all the terms that would be listed in the resolution). All resolutions 
shall be written and numbered in a manner consistent with the city's record keeping 
policies. 
 
The appropriate language for a motion for the adoption of a resolution shall be substantially 
similar to "I move to adopt the resolution numbered…. " 



 

 
Rule 10. Robert's Rules not applicable.  
 
These rules are designed specifically for Minnesota city councils. Further, these rules were 
drafted to be an appropriate level of regulation and formality for smaller governing bodies 
typically seen in Minnesota cities. Robert's Rules of Order is not assumed to apply or to 
supplement these regulations. Where a situation arises that is not addressed by these rules, 
the intent of these rules, as expressed in the preamble, should be effectuated by the 
presiding officer, in consultation with the city attorney.  
 
 

 

 











SARTELL    AGENDA 

CITY COUNCIL   COVER SHEET 
 
Originating Department:  

Administration 

 
Meeting Date:  

January 26, 2015 

 
Agenda Item No. 

    6e 
 
Agenda Section:  Consent 

 
Item:  Operations Consultant Agreement 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  Approval of attached Agreement for community center operations 

consultant. 

 

 

BOARD/COMMISSION/COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: N/A 

 

 

BACKGROUND:  The Council’s initial steps for community center planning are putting into 

place a team to ensure you have solid capital and operating cost estimates for the various 

decisions to be made in the coming months.  Lyle Mathiasen has the skills and experience that 

staff recommends to help the Council analyze operating costs and options from his years of 

experience running numerous recreational facilities for the City of St. Cloud. 

 

 

  

BUDGET/FISCAL IMPACT:  Costs for the community center will be paid from the sales tax 

fund, including architectural, construction manager, and consultant costs which are instrumental 

to the project’s completion. 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Independent Contractor Professional Service Agreement 

 

 

 

COUNCIL ACTIONS REQUESTED:  Consent agenda approval serves as approval of the 

Agreement.  If item is removed from Consent, separate motion is requested approving attached 

Agreement.  

 

 

 



INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE AGREEMENT 

 

 THIS AMENDMENT is made and entered into effective January 27, 2015, by and 

between the City of Sartell, Minnesota, hereinafter "City" and Lyle Mathiasen, “Contractor". 

 

RECITALS 

 

WHEREAS, the City needs expertise in community center facility operations analysis 

and cost estimating to provide the best possible service to its taxpayers; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City desires to enter into an agreement with a professional to provide 

these services; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Contractor has professional experience working for the City of St. Cloud 

and in running his own business that provides the experience and qualifications the City seeks to 

provide this service and the Contractor is free to carry on any other activity that contractor sees 

fit, within Contractor’s own discretion, provided that Contractor performs the tasks undertaken 

for the City. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual undertakings and agreements 

hereinafter set forth, the City and the Contractor agree as follows: 

 

AGREEMENT 

 

1. Services:    Contractor will provide consulting on a project basis to the City for an hourly 

fee of $60 per hour, with total billed hours not to exceed $10,000, as outlined below.  

Such consulting will include reviewing/recommending community center facility plans, 

cost estimating operations for such facility, and recommending operations and 

management strategy for such facility.  

 

 Phase 1: Through programming phase/concept cost estimate completion as 

outlined on attached timeline: Not to exceed $4,000  

 Phase 2: Through schematic design and operations management decisions 

completion as outlined on attached timeline: Not to exceed $4,000 

 Phase 3: Through design development and project bidding completion as outlined 

on attached timeline: Not to exceed $2,000 

 

Contractor will work independently to gather and analyze operational data from other 

similar facilities; will work with potential user groups to estimate use, revenues, and 

expenses; will attend City Council meetings when his input is requested or informational 

presentations are needed to help the Council in making community center facilities 

decisions that will be based on capital and operational cost estimates. 

 



2. Access: City agrees to provide Contractor with access to pertinent information, records, 

systems and data, as determined necessary in the discretion of Contractor. 

 

3. Contractor Status:  The Contractor is an independent contractor and not an employee of 

the City.  No tenure or any rights or benefits, including medical or health coverage, sick 

leave, vacation leave, severance pay, workers’ compensation or other benefits available 

to City employees shall accrue to Contractor under this Agreement.  City will not 

withhold money for income taxes, FICA or employee related benefits since Contractor is 

not an employee of the City and is responsible for Contractor’s own filing and quarterly 

estimates, if any. 

 

Contractor agrees to provide such services on an “as needed” basis at such time or times 

as the City Administrator requests such services.  City makes no representations with 

regard to the frequency of requests and this is a non-exclusive contract such that City 

may obtain the same services from other contractors. 

 

Contractor shall perform the services under this contract at such location and at such 

times as Contractor deems appropriate while providing the service requested by the City. 

 

Contractor shall provide all tools, transportation, and communication devices deemed 

necessary to carry out the field services of this agreement. 

 

4. Payment:  Contractor shall be paid up to the “not to exceed” amount based upon 

monthly invoices to City by Contractor.  No separate charges will be made for equipment 

charges, communication charges, or overhead, but mileage at the IRS rate may be 

charged for out of town site visits or research requested for this project.  Payment for 

services shall be made directly to the Contractor within 30 days of presentation of a claim 

in the manner provided by law for payment of claims against the City. 

 

5. Data Practices:  All data collected, created, received, maintained, or disseminated for 

any purposes by the activities of Contractor because of this Agreement is governed by the 

Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, Minnesota Statutes Chapter 13, as amended, 

the Minnesota Rules implementing such act now in force or as adopted, as well as federal 

regulations on data privacy. 

 

6. Merger and Modification 

 

 6.1 It is understood and agreed that the entire Agreement between the parties is 

contained here and that this Agreement supersedes all oral agreements and negotiations 

between the parties relating to the subject matter.  All items referred to in this Agreement 

are incorporated or attached and are deemed to be part of this Agreement. 

 

 6.2 Any material alterations, variations, modifications, or waivers of provisions of 

this Agreement shall be valid only when they have been reduced to writing as an 

amendment and signed by the parties. 

 



 

 

7.   Cancellation:  This Agreement may be cancelled by either party upon 30 days written 

notice to the other party. 

 

8.  Subcontracting and Assignment:  Contractor shall not enter into any subcontract for 

performance of any services contemplated under this Agreement without the prior written 

approval of the City and subject to such conditions and provisions as the City may deem 

necessary.  The Contractor shall be responsible for the performance of all subcontractors 

and employees of Contractor.  

 

9.       Records-Availability and Retention:  The Contractor agrees and understands that the 

books, records, documents and accounting procedures and practices relating to this 

Agreement are subject to examination by the City, and either the legislative auditor or the 

State Auditor, as appropriate for a period of six years from the date of termination of this 

Agreement. Contractor shall retain all records for the required period. 

 

10. Nondiscrimination 

 

 10.1 During the performance of this Agreement, the Contractor agrees to the following: 

 

A. No person shall, on the grounds of race, color, religion, age, sex, disability, sexual 

orientation, marital status, public assistance status,  creed or national origin be excluded 

from full employment rights in, participation in, be denied the benefits of or be otherwise 

subjected to discrimination under any and all applicable federal and state laws against 

discrimination. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have set our hands effective the date of this Agreement. 

 

 

CONTRACTOR       CITY OF SARTELL 

 

 

By:                                                 By:________________________ 

 Lyle Mathiasen      Title: _____________________  

 



SARTELL    AGENDA 

CITY COUNCIL   COVER SHEET 
 
Originating Department:  

Fire Department 

 
Meeting Date:  

January 26, 2015 

 
Agenda Item No. 

    6f 
 
Agenda Section:  Consent 

 
Item:  Budgeted Fire Equipment 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  Approval of the purchase of budgeted fire equipment using Fire 

Equipment Fund. 

 

 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION:  Approval of budget and financial management plan that 

funded these equipment purchases. 

 

 

BACKGROUND:  The Fire Department budgeted for purchase of a light tower and electric fan 

and tube which were discussed with the Council during budget process.  Total budget for these 

purchases is $17,400.  The remaining budgeted capital item from Fire Equipment Fund in 2015 

are an equipment trailer and the potential air van replacement and a committee of Department 

members will be studying that for future Council recommendation. 

 

 

BUDGET/FISCAL IMPACT:  No budget impact – funds were a planned expenditure so no 

increased funding from the City is required. 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  None 

 

 

COUNCIL ACTIONS REQUESTED:  Consent agenda approval serves as approval of the 

expenditure using Fire Equipment Fund.  If item is removed from Consent, separate motion is 

requested approving expenditure. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



























































SARTELL      AGENDA 

CITY COUNCIL   COVER SHEET 
Originating Department 

Planning Department 

Meeting Date: 

January 26, 2015 

Agenda Item No. 

6i 

 

Agenda Section: 

Consent 

Item:  

Calling Public Hearing for a Conditional Use Permit 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  
Call a public hearing for February 9, 2015 to obtain input on a conditional use permit request 
from Fouquette Auto to operate automotive sales in a B-2 Zone. 
 
BOARD/COMMISSION/COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: 
 
PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION: 
NA 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Fouquette Auto Inc, owner of the property located at 5 Riverside Avenue South has requested an 

approval for a conditional use permit to utilize a portion of the property as a used car dealership. 

The primary usage of the property is auto repair. The property is zoned B-2,  General Business, 

which requires a conditional use permit to allow for automotive sales.  The purpose of the 

conditional use is that the proposed use is permitted, with conditions. 

 

The existing building is 3,339 square feet and the indoor sales area would encompass 1,000 

square feet.  The remaining square footage is devoted to auto repair..  The outdoor sales area 

cannot be more than twice the square footage of the indoor sales area, which would allow 2,000 

square feet be used for outdoor sales.  The proposal is for 6 parking spaces (1080 sf) to be used 

for outdoor automotive sales.   

 

BUDGET/FISCAL IMPACT: 
NA 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1.  Site map prepared by the City 
2.  Resolution  
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
Consent agenda approval calls the public hearings. If item is removed from Consent, 
separate motion is requested calling public hearings.  
 



 



RESOLUTION NO. 

 

RESOLUTION CALLING FOR A PUBLIC HEARING ON AN 

APPLICATION FOR A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT  

 

 WHEREAS, the city council of the City of Sartell, Minnesota has received an application  

for a conditional use permit from Fouquette Auto, Inc. of Sartell, MN, applicant and owner; 

allowing for automotive sales on certain property described as follows: 
 

 

5 Riverside Drive South, Sartell MN 

  

 “Subject Property” 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 10-6B-3(A), of the City of Sartell’s Zoning Ordinance requires that a 

conditional use permit be obtained for automotive sales in a B2 General Business District; and 

 

 WHEREAS, a public hearing is required prior to the issuance of any such conditional use 

permit. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

SARTELL, MINNESOTA:  That the Sartell City Council will consider said application at a the 

public hearing on the 9th day of January, 2015, before the city council in the City Hall at 7:00 P.M., 

or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, and the clerk shall give published notice as 

required by law. 

 

ADOPTED BY THE SARTELL CITY COUNCIL THIS 26th  DAY OF JANUARY, 2015. 

 

 

 

       _____________________________________ 

       Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

______________________________________  

            Administrator 

 

 

             SEAL  

 

 

 

 



 CERTIFICATION 

 

I, Mary Degiovanni, City Administrator, of the City of Sartell, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 

correct copy of a resolution adopted by the Council of the City of Sartell at a regular meeting held on the 26th day 

of January, 2015. 

 

        _____________________________________ 

        Mary Degiovanni     

        City Administrator     

        City of Sartell, Minnesota 

 

 

 



SARTELL      AGENDA 

CITY COUNCIL   COVER SHEET 
Originating Department 

Planning Department 

Meeting Date: 

January 26, 2015 

Agenda Item No. 

6j 

 

Agenda Section: 

Consent 

Item:  

Approval of updated development and regulatory 

timeline 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  
Approve the updated development and regulatory timeline 
 
BOARD/COMMISSION/COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: 
 
PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION: 
NA 
 
BACKGROUND: 
As you may recall from the approved IUP (which expires August 2015), AIM Development 
provided, prior to issuance of the demolition permit, a detailed work plan and schedule, to the 
satisfaction of the City, for completing the demolition and redevelopment project and including 
the steps necessary to secure the NA(s) or NFA(s) and Site File Closure letters, as well as 
removal of the concrete foundations and footings.  Failure to obtain the NA(s) or NFA(s) and 
Site File Closure letters by the dates cited in the schedule after a reasonable cure period could 
result in the City terminating the Permit or exercising the performance bond or both.  Due to a 
number of delays and/or early completions, we are recommending approval of a revised 
regulatory schedule to reflect a more realistic timeline of events and expected approvals.   
 

BUDGET/FISCAL IMPACT: 
NA 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1.  Timeline 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: 
Consent agenda approval calls the public hearings. If item is removed from Consent, 
separate motion is requested calling public hearings.  
 
 
 
 



AIM Development USA LLC 
Sartell Site 

100 East Sartell Street 
Sartell, MN 

 
Demolition and Regulatory Timeline/Schedule 

 
August 28, 2013 

November 13, 2013 
Updated – January 26, 2015 

   

Task/Report Duration Completed 

Review and select redevelopment planning consultant –AIM 

 
30 days Sept 23, 2013 

Issue $3.75M Performance Bond to City for environmental 

investigation and remediation 
30 days 

November 1, 

2013 

Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) Update 60 days 
December 15, 

2013 

Submit Phase II ESA Work Plan (areas not subject to demolition) 

to the MPCA for review and approval* 
60 days Dec 31, 2013 

MPCA Approval of Phase II ESA Work Plan (areas not subject to 

demolition)** 
30 days January 31, 2014 

Phase II ESA (areas not subject to demolition) 6 months May 30, 2014 

No Association Determination (if applicable) 30 days June 30, 2014 

Submit Phase II ESA Work Plan (demolition areas) to the MPCA 

for review and approval* - 
60 days 

November 30, 

2015 

February 1, 2015 



MPCA approval of Phase II ESA Work Plan (demolition areas) ** 

Consolidating the review and approval in one submission (see 

above) 

30 days Dec 31, 2014 NA 

Phase II ESA (demolition areas)  120 days 
May 31, 2015 

February 15, 2015 

Resume Redevelopment Planning Process  March 15, 2015 

No Association Determination (if applicable) 30 days 
June 30, 2015 

 

Submit Phase II ESA Report and Response Action Plan (RAP) for 

soil, soil vapor, and groundwater, covering non-demolition Area 

and Demolition Area to the MPCA for review and approval 

60 days 
March 30, 2015 

June 30, 2015 

MPCA Approval of Phase II ESA Report and RAP** 30 days 
April 30, 2015 

July 31, 2015 

Complete Redevelopment Planning Process    June 1, 2015 

Demolition of Buildings and Site  

 
23 Months 

Dec 31, 2014 

June 30, 2014 

Response Action (RA) Implementation and submittal of an RA 

Implementation Report to the MPCA for review and approval 
10 months May 31, 2016 

MPCA approval of the RA Implementation Report**  30 days June 30, 2016 

MPCA Assurances*** 60 days Aug 31, 2016 

 

* Investigation will include soil, soil vapor, and groundwater 



** Assumes MPCA approval within 30 days 

***  MPCA Assurances will include a Petroleum File Closure letter(s) for tank and non-tank petroleum 

release(s).  For non-petroleum releases, MPCA Assurances will include as applicable: (1) a 

Technical Assistance letter indicating the site was fully characterized per MPCA approved Phase II 

investigation work plans and no contaminants were found; or (2) a No Action Determination for 

soil, soil vapor, and groundwater if the site was characterized per MPCA approved Phase II 

investigation work plans and detected soil, soil vapor, and/or groundwater contaminants that did 

not warrant response actions per MPCA VIC guidance; or (3) a No Further Action Determination 

for soil, soil vapor, and/or groundwater if the site was fully characterized per MPCA approved 

Phase II investigation work plans and detected soil and/or soil vapor and/or groundwater 

contaminants that warranted response actions per MPCA guidance and such response actions 

were implemented and MPCA approved the implementation. 

 

Note: The Phase II Investigation is split into two parts to avoid the complications of investigating areas 

that are undergoing active demolition. 

 

prepared by:  American Engineering Testing Inc. (slight modification by Anita Rasmussen, City of Sartell).   



SARTELL    AGENDA 

CITY COUNCIL   COVER SHEET 
 
Originating Department:  

Administration 

 
Meeting Date:  

January 26, 2015 

 
Agenda Item No. 

     8a 
 
Agenda Section:  Old Business 

 
Item:  Area Legislative Priorities 

 
BACKGROUND:  The attached draft priorities were circulated to Council for consideration and 
we would like Council discussion and input on a final list.  This is also being discussed among the 
other area cities and those items that all cities can approve will be the final version adopted.  
You will notice that the format has been changed for 2015 to separate actual proposals the 
area cities might agree upon for our local legislators to advocate, followed by more general 
policy statements. 
 
 
 
BUDGET/FISCAL IMPACT:  None 
 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:   None 
 
 
 
 
COUNCIL ACTION REQUESTED:  Discussion and direction to staff at this point so a final version 
can be developed by the City Administrators for area City Council approvals.  If there is not 
Council consensus on the list to be submitted, motions as needed on any non-consensus 
proposals or policy statements are requested so we can determine which have Council majority 
support. 
 

 



 
2015 

Joint Resolution of the Central MN Cities of St. Cloud, Sartell, 
Sauk Rapids, Waite Park, St. Joseph, and St. Augusta 

Advocating Support for Certain Proposals and Policy Statements of 
Common Interest to the Central Minnesota Region 

 
 WHEREAS, the Central Minnesota-St. Cloud area has a strong history of collaboration and 
coordination amongst its local units of government to facilitate well planned communities that are 
provided municipal services in the most cost-effective and environmentally responsible manner 
possible; and 
 
 WHEREAS, to better assist our State legislative leaders, we have collectively identified certain 
legislative proposals and general policy statements that are of specific impact and interest to our 
communities to enable them to respond in a manner that strengthens the partnership between our 
local units of government and the State in fostering the continuation and enhancement of socially, 
economically and culturally vibrant cities. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Councils for the cities of St. Cloud, Sartell, 
Sauk Rapids, Waite Park, St. Joseph, and St. Augusta, Minnesota that the following legislative proposals 
and legislative policy statements are of common interest or concern to the Central Minnesota Region 
and therefore we officially support and advocate for the following actions of the MN State Legislature: 
 
LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS:  
 

1. Commercial Air Service:  APPROPRIATE funds to provide minimum revenue guarantees for 
airlines to re-establish local air service at the St. Cloud Regional Airport.    
 

2. Sales Tax Exemption for all public purchases:  SUPPORT legislation that would clarify the local 
government sales tax exemption approved in 2013 to define exemption for all purchases made 
by local units of government, whether by a private business on behalf of a local government 
(public capital projects) or by the municipality itself.   

 
3. Regional Collaboration:  APPROPRIATE FUNDS and CREATE A PROGRAM to encourage locally 

initiated regional efforts of local government jurisdictions to encourage these types of efforts.    
 
GENERAL POLICY STATEMENTS: 
 

1. Publication Requirements:  SUPPORT legislation that would allow municipalities to utilize 
alternative publication methods for legal notices.  
 

2. Tax Exempt Credit Program:  SUPPORT legislation to assist Cities with disproportionately high 
amounts of government and/or nonprofit business properties such as Colleges, Universities, and 
Hospitals.    

 
3. Amendment to MN Statute 429. SUPPORT legislation to modify MN Statute 429 requiring 

assessing 20% of the cost to utilize bonding without referendum and adding language to provide 
a meaningful method to determine benefit from replacing failing underground infrastructure.   



 
4. North Star Commuter Rail:  SUPPORT extension of North Star Commuter Rail service northward 

to the St. Cloud area in a manner that serves the needs of public, business and commercial 
travels, that is highly expandable, and is priced affordably to optimize use. 

 
5. Street Improvement District Authority:  SUPPORT legislation that would give municipalities the 

authority to establish street improvement districts to collect fees from property owners within a 
district to fund municipal street maintenance, construction, reconstruction, and facility 
upgrades. 

 
6. Local Government Aid:  SUPPORT legislation that reduces pressure on the property tax system 

and equalizes property tax bases by reviewing LGA appropriations.   Consider increasing LGA 
levels and providing for the annual inflation adjustment. 

 
7. Levy Limits: SUPPORT facilitating local accountability by allowing local authorities to formulate 

and adopt budgets without state restrictions.    
 

8. State Mandate Relief: SUPPORT legislation that reduces or eliminates unfunded and/or onerous 
mandates to local governments (e.g. personnel related mandates such as binding arbitration, 
lack of State funding for State retirement plan, aggregate value requirements for insurance 
benefits, and pay equity; MPCA fees; storm water fees). No additional mandates should be 
enacted unless the legislature or agency imposing the requirements provides a permanent 
stable revenue source for the mandate. 
 
SUPPORT legislation that sunsets all unfunded mandates so that they may be evaluated for 
necessity and verification of nexus. 

 
9. State Fee Increases:  SUPPORT measures that preclude State agencies and operations from 

shifting funding reductions and/or cost increases on to municipalities in the form of fee 
increases.    

 
10. Eminent Domain:  SUPPORT modifications to the 2006 Eminent Domain statute to remove 

recently added attorney fees and cost penalty provisions in actions involving public 
infrastructure improvements in order to restore a fair balance between the rights of private 
landowners and the interests of the public. 

 
11. Land Use Reform & Annexation:  SUPPORT legislation that better protects the environment, 

reduces green gas emissions, reduces the cost to deliver municipal services, and protects the 
interests of cities in annexation statutes.  

       
12. Administrative Authority:  SUPPORT the expansion of authority of Statutory and Home Rule 

Charter cities ability to impose and collect administrative penalties to include enforcement and 
traffic infractions.    
 

13. Private Well Installation: SUPPORT retention of local control of private water well installations.  
SUPPORT current law that authorizes cities to protect public health and safety through local 
controls regulating or prohibiting private wells being placed within municipal water utility 
service boundaries and would oppose any changes to law to remove that authority. 



 
14. Government Data Practices Act:  AUTHOR & SUPPORT amendments to the GDPA that enables 

email addresses provided to facilitate on-line invoicing, bill payment, application processing, 
public information alerts or similar. 

 
 
Adopted by the Cities of St. Cloud, Sartell, Sauk Rapids, Waite Park, St. Joseph, and St. Augusta prior to 
the 2015 Legislative Session. 
 
 
                                                    
Mayor Dave Kleis  Mayor Sarah Jane Nicoll   Mayor Brad Gunderson 
 
 
 
                                                    
Mayor Rick Miller  Mayor Rick Schultz   Mayor Bob Kroll 
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